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June 30, 2004

Shanghai Warld Publishing Corporation
1704, Tower B

185 Shangwen Road

Shanghui, Chin

Dear Sirs:

Congratulations on publishing scripts of the Voice of America's Mundarin Service radio
programis Popular English and Words and ldioms. 1 would like (o express my most sincere
thanks to the Shanghai World Publishing Corporation’s cooperation with the Voice of Amcrica
to put these two popular English-language teaching programs into print. As the standards of
English teaching and Jcarning rise in Chinu, Chinese students’ undorstanding of American slang
and popular phrases is important to advance communication between our peoples, especially the
younger generation.

Popular American and Words and Idioms are now broadcast by dozens of provincial and local
radio stalions ueross Ching. Listeners across China have requested seripts of the programs to
enhance (heir study of English. VOA is proud to work with Shanghai World Publishing
Corporation to assist the Esteners of these programs to imoge effectively study and comprehend
the English language as it is spoken in the United Slales.

1 wish you and your readers the greatest success in learning (o communicate effectively in
American English.

Sincerely.
I

i antad

David 8. Jackson
Director

330 Independence Avenue, SW, Room 3300, Washington, DC 20237 (202) 519-3375 Fax (202) 260-2228
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AMERICAN MOSAIC ]

1. Yearender 2003

2. The Empire State Building

3. VOA's Online Pronunciation Guide
4. Music by the White Stripes

5. “Heavy Metal Music

6. Louis Armstrong Museum

7. Shark Attack Victim

8.‘ Leap Year

9“ Dlet Wars

10. Sf. Patrick's Day

11 Artwtlc Pandas

12. Robots Race Across the Mojave Desert
13. Freddy Adu

14: Time Square Birthday

15. Arbor Day

16. Estee Lauder

17. Proms

18. Elvin Jones
19. Tony Awards




20. Summer Camps for Adults

21. Payphone Project

22. Country Singer Gretchen Wilson
23. Clinton: My Life

24. Beastie Boys' New Album

25. Jazz from Wynton Marsalis

26. Foreign-born American Olympians
27. Electronic Games for Women

28. History of the Olympics

29. National Underground Railroad Freedom Center
30. Skateboarding

31. New Poet Laureate

32. Dr. Seuss Anniversary

33. Crazy Horse Memorial

34. Judy Blume

35. Walter Mosley

36. How Americans Vote

37. Desert Beauty in Sedona

38. Real-life Experience in Washington
39. Ramadan in America

40. Cell Phone Technology

41. Popularity of Tattoos and Body Piercing
42. Bhangra Dance Classes
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Summit of the Amencas
State of the Union

 Chief Inspector Report on Iraq Weapons

Haiti's Political Crisis

Constitutional Ban on Gay Marriage
French Bans Religious Symbols in Public
Iraq's Temporary Constitution

The Madrid Bombings

Hearings on Sept 11 Attacks

. Afghanistan Aid Conference

. Ethnic Killings in Rwanda

. Hearings on Guantanamo Prisoners

. Prisoner Abuse in Iraq

. India Elections

. Sudan Conflict

. Central America Free Trade Agreement
. New Government in Iraq

. New Steps to Aid Afghanistan

. Seek to Ban Four Top Runners

. Week in Iraq

. Kerry Chooses Vice President

. AIDS Conference in Bangkok

. Sudan Update

. Porter Goss Nomination

. Investigative Reports on Iraq's Abu Ghraib Prison

. President Bush Nominated for Second Term




27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
0
33.
34.

Russia Offers Reward for Chechen Rebel Leaders
Putin Calls for Changes in Russia's Political System

% ;xgdonesm s Presidential Election

First Presidential Debate

Voter Registration Rises in U.S.
Election Roundup

Missing Explosives in Iraq

Bush Describes Second-Term Goals




This is Doug Johnson. Two-thousand-four has arrived. On our show today,
we tell about the most popular books, movies and recordings of the year
two-thousand-three.

Top Books

The newspaper USA Today recently listed the most popular books of last
year in the United States. It creates the list from information about the
number of books sold during the year. Phoebe Zimmermann tells us about

a few of them.

The top book on the list is Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix by
British writer Joanne Rowling. This book is the fifth in the best selling
series of children’s stories about the boy wizard, Harry Potter.

Each of the books in the series tells about what happens to Harry and his
friends during one year at the Hogwarts School for Witchcraft' and
Wizardry’. In Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix, Harry again
defeats the evil Lord Voldemort. But he suffers a great loss.

Joanne Rowling reportedly is working on the sixth book in the series,

-




although we do not know when it will be ready for the publisher. She has
said that the series will end with a seventh book as Harry Potter finishes his
education at Hogwarts.

USA Today says the second most
popular book of the year was Doctor
Atkins’ New Diet Revolution by
Robert Atkins. Doctor Atkins is
famous for helping people lose weight
by eating fewer carbohydrates’ and
more protein‘. This means that people
on the Atkins diet can eat fatty meat
products and still lose weight. This
newest book reportedly tells people
how to burn even more calories’ and

lose weight.

The newspaper says the third most
popu]ar book in the United States last year was The Da Vinci Code by Dan

Brown. The newspaper says that more than five-million copies of the book
are in print.

The Da Vinci Code is an imaginary story about an art expert who tries to
solve a murder mystery®. The mystery involves the Roman Catholic
Church and questions some of its beliefs. The questions involve clues to
the murder believed to have been left in artworks by Leonardo da Vinci.

The information in the book has led some readers to question the teachings
of their church. Religious leaders and history experts have both praised and
criticized” The Da Vinci Code. They say Dan Brown has given a new
meaning on an old story that has not been proved. And they all say that it is



important to remember that it is a work of fiction and not to be read as
truth.

Top Movies

At the end of the year, the American movie industry reports about the most
popular movies of the year. The results are based on the amount of tickets

sales in theaters throughout the United States.

The most popular movie of two-thousand-three in the United States was
released in December of two-thousand-two. But it earned most of its
money in two-thousand-three.  “Lord of the Rings: The Two Towers”
earned more than three-hundred-forty-million dollars in the United States

last year.

The story continues the one begun in the earlier movie “The Lord of the
Rings: The Fellowship of the Ring”. A third and final “Lord of the Rings”
movie has just been released. All the “Lord of the Rings” movies are from
books by British writer J.R.R Tolkein. They tell about a magic ring that
has powers to destroy life in a place called Middle Earth. A human-like
creature called a Hobbit is the hero of the stories. His name is Frodo

Baggins, and he must destroy the ring to save his world.

The second most popular | N
movie in the United States ; ¥
last year was “Finding
Nemo”. It is a cartoon
made for children, but
adults enjoyed it too.

“Finding Nemo”  earned
more than three-hundred-

thirty-nine-million - dollars




in the United States last year. It is about a small fish who has lost his son,
Nemo, in the ocean. The movie follows Nemo and his father as they try to

find each other again.

The third most popular movie in the United States last year earned more
than three-hundred-five-million dollars. It was “Pirates® of the Caribbean:
The Curse of the Black Pearl”. The idea for the movie came from a
popular ride at the Disneyland amusement park in California.

It is about a pirate named Jack Sparrow who is played by the actor Johnny
Depp. Jack Sparrow is looking for his lost ship. The ship has been seized
by pirates who have been cursed® by a sailor they betrayed. Jack Sparrow
must find the pirates, their ship and their hidden gold to defeat them.
Officials of the Disney Company say the movie was so popular that they
are planning another Jack Sparrow pirate adventure. And they say that
Johnny Depp will star in the new movie.

Top Recordings

Each December, Billboard magazine lists the most popular albums, records
and performers of the year. Steve Ember tells us about a few of them.

Billboard magazine says two-thousand-three was the first year since
nineteen-ninety-four that the same artist has the number one single and
album of the year. The album is Fifty Cent’s, “Get Rich or Die Trying”.
The single is “In Da Club”.

Billboard says the second most popular album of the year was Norah
Jones’ “Come Away With Me”. The album was released in two-thousand-
two, but became extremely popular in two-thousand-three. Here is the title
song from that album. Norah Jones also wrote the song.

The magazine says third most popular record album in the United States



last year was performed by country music singer Shania Twain. The album
is called “Up!” We leave you now with a song from that album, “Forever
and For Always”.
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Welcome to American Mosaic — a program in VOA Special English about
music and American life. And we answer your questions. This is Doug
Johnson. On our show today, we answer a question about a tall building in
New York City, and play some music by a group nominated for a Grammy
Award. But first, a report about a recent student science competition.

Siemens Westinghouse Competition

The winners of the Siemens Westinghouse Competition in Math, Science
and Technology were announced last month. The Siemens Foundation
created the competition to improve mathematics and science studies
among American high school students. The competition awards two top
prizes of one-hundred-thousand dollars each to pay for college. The money
goes to one individual and one team. Jim Tedder tells us about the top

winners.

Seventeen-year-old Yin Li of New York City received the individual
award for his work in brain research. Mister Li did research on nerve cell
activity in mice that could help improve understanding of the human brain.

Experts say his project represents progress in understanding how neurons!
communicate. Mister Li discovered a protein that could be linked to
neurons. His project explores how nerve cells work and how the strength
of their connections may be ruled by the action of local proteins.



Mister Li was born in Shanghai, China and came to the United States at the
age of nine. He said that he has always been interested in the brain,
especially since reading a speech given by Nobel Prize-winning scientist
Eric Kandel. Mister Li did his award-winning research at Mister Kandel’s
laboratory at Columbia University.

The team award went to two brothers
from the state of Connecticut.

Eighteen-year-old Mark and
sixteen-year-old Jeffrey Schneider
studied the West Nile virus. They
developed a model describing the
spread of the virus in order to study
ways to prevent and control it. Such
models can help public health

officials study different ways to stop Winners ring the closing bell
the spread of viruses. The experts say - fhe Mo Tiock (Seack Fxclinnpe
the brothers’ work may help public health professionals make better

decisions about the growing threat of West Nile disease.

The Schneider Brothers said they chose to study the West Nile virus as a
result of personal experience with the problem in their home town of South
Windsor,  Connecticut. ~ And they reportedly entered the science
competition as a result of seeing the movie, “October Sky”. In the movie,
high school students in the state of West Virginia learn to build rockets and
win a national science contest.

Empire State Building

Our VOA listener question this week comes from Vietnam. Ngoc Lien

-




