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Welcome to Teit Me More! , the first of a series of Tas -Based Conversation English
Books. These books offer students of varying ages and levels an enjoyable method of
acquiring and developing the oral communication skills that are so important in these days o
information technology and the global village.

A gOOd Way to learn how to speak English is to speak English! We learn by doing,
and even basic level l anguage-learners can communicate in English if they are given the
opportunity. Thus, Tell Me More!, in addition to introducing new language, maximizes
learnin by presenting learners with authentic language tasks in rea -life settings. In this way,
learners can experience the problems of communicating in English first -hand, and ca
evaluate their success by the level of communication achieved.

Each Chapter of Tell Me More! takes a situation in which communication occurs in
real-life, and presents a number of activities which use that situation. Some activities are
designed around vocabulary, some around fluency, some suggest relevant language, and
others simply focus on the situation itself, with no linguistic emphasis. The final, Extra
chapter contains a number of activities that teachers and learners can turn to at any time
either to review learning, or to explore some new activities. “This chapter is particularly
useful for students who have time on their hands (e.g. when waiting for others to finish).

The activities in each chapter follow a sequence which starts with basic, one-way,
static, grammar/vocabulary activities, and which gradually becomes more interactive,

dynamic and demanding. For learners who find early tasks difficult, this is the time to learn
new grammar, lexis, structures or phrases, and they should be allowed to spend as much time
as they need on these activities. For those who experience little or no trouble with the early
activities, the later activities are there to take them further, and to extend their use of the
target language.

The language in Tell Me More! speaks directly to the students, in an interactive,
student-centered manner. Instructions ( e.g. on how to performan activity) are

comprehension tasks in themselves, and indicate proficiency levels and learning needs.
Students who read the instructions and perform the tasks without asking for help, will not
only be demonstrating comprehension, but will also be enabling the teacher to assist others
who need immediate help and counseling.
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ﬁ Preface (continued)

g This appr oach assumes a degree of freedom in the classroom which reflects
ﬁ!ln

ﬁ

=

another aim of this series - to encourage the students to work by themselves, and to set
out on the road to autonomous learning. Students should therefore be encouraged to turn
the page, and move on to another task, or to take on some sort of project-activity as a
follow-up. Those who feel more comfortable working at basic tasks however, should also
be allowed to do so. The teacher, as facilitator and counselor, can then judge what input
is appropriate for different groups, and is able to offer more personalized advice and
tuition, having been freed from the burden of presenting the same lesson content to

everyone.

interpretation of lesson content, and to devise new ways in which that content can be
improved or adapted for their own purposes. The fostering of such an attitude is a
&= valuable step towards autonomy and self-assessment, as well as helping learners to value

T 11T
A further aim of this series is to encourage students to participate creatively in 1l
‘;

their own ideas more. Because of this, many activities can be (and should be) performed
=== in a variety of ways, and a useful follow-up (or review) for any activity (however basic)

is to suggest that the students find another way of performing it.

In COHCIUSiOIl, thank you for choosing Tell Me More!. 1 hope it offers teachers
.and students a rewarding and enjoyable experience in developing interactive
communication skills in a Task-Based fashion, and that the activities will encourage,
stimulate, motivate, inform, amuse, and extend those who use them.

Te ll Me More! (Chinese version) has been edited from the original Korean
version, and has the same aim of being culturally sensitive to the students who use ‘it.

Rather than presenting the “target” culture, this book encourages students to investigate
their own culture, and to be ready to explain it to visitors to their country.

Health and peace to you all.

Andrew Finch, Ph.D.
May 2004
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Chapter

d
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Hi, there!
Greetings and
introductions

Meet the fémily!

Family members
and jobs

ThlS is my homé.

Household items
and my room

Do you like
Beijing Duck?
Likes and dislikes

‘What do you do

in the evening?
Routines and hobbies

‘What does she

look like?

Descriptions

Input:
Review:

Free Talking:

Culture Page:

Input:
Review:
Recvcle:

Free Talking:

Culture Page:

Input:
Recycle:

Free Talking:

Culture Page:

Input:
Recycle:

Free Talking:

Culture Page:

Input:

Review:
Recycle:

Free Talking:

Culture Page:

Input:
Recycle:

Free Talking:

Culture Page:

Personal information
Do you ...? questions
Wh ...? questions
Friends

Spring Festival

Family relationships
Prepositions

Can you ...?
Comparatives
Personal information
Do you ...2 questions
Wh ...? questions
The Family

Lantern Festival

Furniture vocabulary

Household vocabulary

Where is it?
"Prepositions

Homes

Dragon Head Festival

Likes and dislikes
Have you ever ...?

Do you ...? questions
Can you ...? questions
Wh ...? questions
Favorites

Clear and Bright

_ Festival

Adverbs of frequency
How often ...?
Routines

Time: analog, digital
Haye you ever...?
The Mountain

Dragon Boat Festival

Face, body vocabulary
Describing people
Does he/she have ...?
Have you ever...?
Marriage

Traditional Weddings
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What would you

like to eat?
Food and restaurants

Let’s go shopping.

Shops and clothes

How do I get to
the station?

Directions

Smile, please!
Instructions

What happened

next?
Story-telling

Who’s calling?

Phone conversations

Extra Activities

SR o)

Input:

Keview:

Free Talking:
Culture Page:

Input:

Review:
Recevele:

Free Talking:
Culiure Page:

luput:
Recvele:

Free Talking:
Cultore Page:

Input:
Recevele:

Free Valking:
Culture Page:

Input:
Review:
Recvele:

Free Talking:
Culture Page:

Input:

Recvele:

Free Talking:

Recycle:

Free Talking:

rs7—12 AV

Food and containers
Restaurant language
Likes and dislikes
Food

Double Seventh Night

Clothes and shops

~ Shopping language

Container vocabulary
Do you ...? questions
Wh ...? questions
Fashion

Mid-Autumn Festival

Directions language
How ...? questions
Have you ever...?
Wh ...?7 questions
Seasons

Double Ninth Day

Giving instructions
Comprehension gambits
Sequencing gambits
Location language
Hobbies

Laba Festival

Reporting events
Past tense
Sequencing gambits
Wh ...?7 questions
Olympics

Kitchen God day

Telephone language
Invitation language

Agreeing and disagreeing g

Would you ...?
Self-assessment sheet
Technology

Location: prepositions
Descriptions
Comprehension gambits
Giving instructions
Seasons and Religion

Glossary Words used in this book (English — Chinese)
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e Exchange books with your partner.
e Interview your partner. (Ask the questions below.)
e Put a check (v) for your partner’s answer.

ShE e A S e m

A= Yos, I can do thls mthoiltral;y pmblems (Easy) ‘
| B= Yes, I can do this after some thought. (OK)

1

' D= Idon’tthmklcandothis.(!)iﬁwm
E No, I can’t dothls. (impossnble)

Y

' C =I’m not sure if I can do this. (I don’t know.) ]

If you meet an English Native-Speaker in China ... A/B C|D|E
1 | Can you greet him/her in English? 1
2 | Can you introduce yourself in English? |
3 | Can you talk about your family in English? |
4 | Can you talk about your school in English? i
5 | Can you talk about your hobbies in English?

6 | Can you talk about your room in English? I
7 | Can you talk about your hometown in English?
8 | Can you talk about your country in English?
9 | Can you give directions to him/her in English?
If you visit an English-speaking country ... A B C D E

10 | Can you ask for directions in English?
11 | Can you buy a train ticket or a bus ticket? 3
12 | Can you buy food in a grocery? R
13 | Can you buy clothes in a department ¢ store‘7 B
14 | Can you order a meal in a restaurant? R 1
15 | Can you reserve a room in a hotel? - . | b=
16 | Can you ask for information on the phone" . 7
17 | Can you use a post office orabank? |
18 | Can you talk to native speakers? |
19 | Can you read a newspaper? B

20 | Can you understand road signs? g B

_ AxS =

e Exchange books with your partner again. Bx4=

e Now make your score: @ o » D 2 D D o Cx3=

e This score is to help you see your improvement later. Dx2=

e We will study these topics in this book.

e And then we will ask these questions again, at the end. Ex1=

L, TOTAL = /100
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Chapter 1
Hi, there!

:o o:
weres e
.»  Keywords for this Unit. i
L& ke
- Good morning. P
i Good afternoon. X
4] How do you do? w2

How are you?
S, Nice to meet you. 7O
ot Glad to meet you. e
What’s your name?
wiet What’s your address? (3
What’s your phone number?
-’ What’s your email address? k-
) How old are you? (e
Where do you live?
7 (TN o What do you do? YR
e What are your hobbies? s
e , %
L) S
wies %
Excuse me?
A " How do you say it in English? *’ \
ot How do you spell it? -
I don’t know.
wied I don’t understand. G ¥
One more time, please.
., Pardon me? t.
oe What did you say? os
What does it mean?
e %

Page 2
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Sample language: What’s your name? What’s your address? Where do you live?
What’s your phone number? What’s your email address? How do you spell it? How
do you say @ in English?

Name:

Address:

Tel:
Email:

Name:

Address:

Tel:
Email:

Name:

Address:

Tel:
Email:

Name:

Address:

Tel:
Email:

Name:

Address:

Tel:
Email:

Name:

Email:

Name:

Address:

Tel:
Email:

Name:

Address:

Address:




Do you walk to school? _

* Ask your partner the questions on this page.

If he/she says: Yes, I do. - Write his/her name.
If he/she says: Yes, I have. - Write his/her name.
If he/she says: Yes, I can. - Write his/her name.

If he/she says: No, I don't. - Don't write anything! Ask the next question.
If he/she says: No, I haven't. - Don't write anything! Ask the next question.
If he/she says: No, [ can't. - Don't write anything! Ask the next question.
* Ask other people the questions on this page.

Questions People who say Yes.

Do you walk to school each day?

Do you come to school by bus?

Do you live in an apartment?

Do you come from Shanghai?

B | ?

Do you like Chinese food?

Do you like Hong Kong movies?

Do you like pop music?
Do you like ballads?
Do you like reading?

Do you like mountain hiking?

Do you like jazz?

Do you like .......ccoeeeuneennee. ?

Have you been to Beijing?

Have you been abroad?

Have you been on a boat?

Have you seen a UFO?

HAVE VO i ?

Can you play the piano?

Can you swim?

Can you drive a car?

Can you cook anything?

Can you ......cccoeeevveeennnnn, ?

Can you ......ccceevveeenieennnn. ?

Page 4



