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Preface

Issues having to do with females and males, “femaleness” and “male-
ness,” are omnipresent in Western culture and around the world. Our
lives revolve around presumed distinctions between females” and males’
attitudes, characteristics, emotions, behaviors, preferences, abilities, and
responsibilities. We have clear definitions of what females and males can
and should do differently from one another. In some cultures, there are
third and fourth gender categories, complete with their own expecta-
tions and proscriptions. What has triggered such a deep gender divide?
Is it rooted in our biology? Is it a cultural creation that gets reproduced
through socialization practices and interpersonal interaction? What is the
future of gender? Controversy abounds. Taking Sides: Clashing Views in
Gender is a tool for stimulating critical thought about females and males,
femaleness and maleness, and beyond. Consideration of the complex-
ity of sex and gender necessitates a multidisciplinary perspective. Thus,
you will learn about definitions and views of sex and gender from such
fields as sociology, ethnic studies, women'’s studies, men’s studies, gay and
lesbian studies, queer studies, gender studies, transgender studies, educa-
tion, language, political science, global studies, religion, history, medi-
cine, law, psychology, and biology. The multidisciplinarity of inquiry on
sex and gender has created a rich, exciting, and emotionally and politi-
cally charged body of theory, research, and practice. The study of sex and
gender is so dynamic that it is one of the most fast-paced areas of inquiry,
characterized by great fervor and rapid growth. It is also one of the most
contentious areas of thought, distinguished by deep theoretical and philo-
sophical differences. Such division also marks public discourse on sex and
gender. This book contains 10 issues, each focusing on a hotly debated
question in contemporary scholarly and public discourse on sex and gen-
der. They are phrased as yes/no questions so that two distinct perspectives
are delineated and contrasted. Each issue is prefaced by an Issue Introduction
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containing background material contextualizing the dual positions. Addi-
tional perspectives are presented in an Is There Common Ground? section
following each issue to enrich and enliven debate and discussion. No
issue is truly binary, adequately represented by only two points of view.
Considering other perspectives will broaden your understanding of the
complexity of each issue, enabling you to develop an informed ideology.
The Additional Resources that appear at the end of the Is There Common
Ground? section should help you find resources to continue your study of
the subject. Additionally, on the Internet References pages at the back of the
book, you will find Web sites that are relevant to the issues. They should
prove useful as starting points for further research. After the Internet Refer-
ences is a listing of all the Contributors to This Volume, which will give you
information on the various writers whose views are debated here.

You begin this quest with an existing personal gender ideology of
which you may not even be aware. It serves as a filter through which
you process information about females and males, femaleness and male-
ness. It draws your attention to some information and points of view
and allows you to disregard other more dissonant perspectives. Your chal-
lenge is to probe your personal gender ideology (and intersecting ide-
ologies such as ethnicity, sexual orientation, social class, gender identity)
so that you can open your mind to other perspectives and information
and develop a more informed ideology. To do so takes courage and active
thought. As you work through this book, note your reactions to differ-
ent points and perspectives. Exchange reactions and relevant experiences
with your peers. “Try on” different perspectives by trying to represent a
view with which you initially disagree. Explore the Additional Resources
provided for the issues. Challenge yourself to explore all angles so that
your own theories or views become more reasoned and representative. No
matter what field of study, career path, and/or other personal choices you
pursue, issues of sex and gender will be pervasive. Great sociohistorical
change in sex and gender marked the twentieth century, catalyzing even
greater momentum in the twenty-first century. The goal of this book

is to help you develop an ideological tool chest that will enable you to



intelligently and responsibly navigate the changing gender landscape.
Collectively, you will chart the course of the future of gender.

Acknowledgments First and foremost, the contributions of Eliz-
abeth Paul, editor of the first two editions, are acknowledged. The insights
and knowledge she brought to this project provided a solid platform from
which to move forward into the following editions. Her understanding of
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process. Lastly, my husband and children Ian and Elaine were enormously
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ignored. I have learned much from them about what it means to have an
equal partner and to attempt to raise children free of gender constraints
in a society that really does not want that to happen.
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Topic Guide

This topic guide suggests how the selections in this book relate to the
subjects covered in your course. You may want to use the topics listed on
this page to search the Web more easily. At the back of the book a number of
websites have been gathered specifically for this book. They are arranged
to reflect the issues of this Taking Sides reader. You can link to these sites by
going to http://www.mhhe.com/cls.

All the articles that relate to each topic are listed below the bold-faced

term.

Development

1. Are Women and Men More Similar Than

Different?

Education

8. Do Men Outperform Women in
Mathematics?
9. Is Cyberbullying Related to Gender?

Employment
10. Is the Gender Wage Gap Justified?

Fatherhood
4. Are Fathers Necessary for Children’s
Well-being?
Marriages
2. Should Same-Sex Marriage Be Legal?

Parents

3. Does Parents’ Sexual Orientation
Affect Their Children’s Psychological
Outcomes?

4. Are Fathers Necessary for Children’s
Well-being?

Politics
10. Is the Gender Wage Gap )ustified?

Power
9. Is Cyberbullying Related to Gender?

Self-Image
5. Do Nice Guys Finish Last?

Sexual Orientations
2. Should Same-Sex Marriage Be Legal?

Sexual Victimization

7. Does Pornography Reduce the Incidence
of Rape?
9. Is Cyberbullying Related to Gender?

Sexual Violence

6. Gender Symmetry: Do Women and Men
Commit Equal Levels of Violence Against
Intimate Partners?

7. Does Pornography Reduce the Incidence
of Rape?

Socialization
4. Are Fathers Necessary for Children’s
Well-being?
5. Do Nice Guys Finish Last?
Technology
9. Is Cyberbullying Related to Gender?



Introduction

Sex and Gender: Knowing Is
Believing, but Is Believing
Knowing?

As people go through their day-to-day lives, when is their sex or gender
relevant, that is, in the foreground, and when is it in the background? Think
about this question regarding your own life. Are you always aware of being
a female or a male? Probably not. Does your femaleness or maleness cause
you to behave the way you do all the time? Probably not. Thus, we arrive
at the perplexing and complicated question: When do sex and gender mat-
ter? To begin to answer this question we need to consider what we mean
by the terms sex and gender. We also need to identify and make explicit
the fundamental assumptions that lead us to put so much importance on
questions regarding sex and gender. Within any species of living organisms,
there is variation. In Western thought, a primary individual difference is
sex. What do we “know” about the ways in which individuals differ by
sex? Of course, an obvious response is that individuals are either female or
male. We treat it as fact. What else do you know about human variation by
sex? Are there other facts about human females and males? Perhaps you
will state such facts as males’ greater physical strength than females, males’
taller stature than females, and females’ unique capacity for childbearing.
Make a list of what else you know about human variation by sex. Most of us
have a vast network of knowledge about human variation by sex. Many of
the claims stem from knowledge of the differential biology of females and
males and extend to variation in human emotion, thought, and behavior.

In fact, some individuals maintain that females and males are so different
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XXiv INTRODUCTION

that they are from different planets! For most of us, this is an interconnected
network of “givens” about the far-reaching effects of femaleness and male-
ness. Given that we consider human sex variation to be an undeniable fact,
we rarely question these claims. Instead we see them as essential truths or
facts—unquestionable, unchangeable, and inevitable. The goal of this book
is to guide your critical evaluation of this network of knowledge. What you
may discover as you critically consider the controversial issues in this book
is that many of the things we believe to be factually true and objectively

provable about human sex variation are instead unsupported beliefs.

Knowledge and Beliefs in the Study
of Sex and Gender

Cross-Cutting Issue: The Role of Biology

For decades, in public discourse and in numerous academic disciplines,
there has been widespread debate and discussion of the extent of human
variation by sex. In addition, there is extensive consideration of the cul-
tural meaning and significance attached to femaleness and maleness.
The terms sex and gender are used to refer to these various phenomena.
Although sex and gender are commonly thought to be synonyms, many
scholars attempted to assign different meanings to these terms. Sex was
often used to refer to the biological distinction between females and males.
Gender referred to the social and cultural meaning attached to notions of
femaleness and maleness. Depending on one’s theory of how sex and gen-
der were related, there were varying degrees of overlap or interconnection
between these two terms. Many scholars now question the usefulness of
the distinction, suggesting that the notion of biological sex itself is socially
constructed. This more contemporary view rests on two arguments. First,
biological organisms cannot exist or be studied devoid of a social context,
making the sex and gender dichotomy arbitrary. Second, as Myra Hird has
suggested, there is a persistent yet unchallenged belief that biological sex
is the “original sign through which gender is read.” That is, what we know



