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Find a partner and read the following sample dialogue aloud. Pay attention to your

pronunciation and intonation.
Paul: Hi, Jeff. How are you doing?
Jeff: Oh, hi, Paul. I'm fine. How about you?
Paul: Pretty good. How are your classes going?
Jeff: They're really keeping me busy. I've been working hard on a chemistry paper. What do
you think of our chemistry class so far?
Paul: It's not really my favorite course, but the teacher is a nice person. Maybe it'li be interesting.
Jeff: 1 hope so. Well, | have got to go now. See you at lunch.
Paul: Yeah, see you then. Bye.
Jeff: Bye.

ey 1123

Brainstorm (%) %) to gather as many gambits as you can about 1) how to greet
someone and 2) how to reply to greetings. The answers are provided only as suggestions
on page 268.

Culture Note )

Greetings in all languages are mainly used to establish contact with another person,
to recognize his/her existence and to show friendliness. Therefore, replies to such
greetings are usually positive even if you aren’t feeling well at that particular moment.
You only give an honest negative reply to a very close friend or family member. Two

negative replies to “How are you?” are “I feel terrible.” and “I'm really sick.”
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* * *

After you greet someone, it's nice to be able to say a little more than just “Hello.”
After greeting people, North Americans often have a short and friendly conversation
about a safe topic. A safe topic is one that is not too personal. This kind of conversation
is called small talk (K51, FERE). Typical topics for small talk are

1) a person’s education/work  2) a person’s interests/hobbies

3) food 4) vacations and travel plans

5) weather 6) news (local, national and international)
7) TV programs 8) movies

9) future plans 10) recent activities or experiences

Pair work: Read each of the following situations and practise with your partner
how to greet each other. Change roles when you can talk fluently in each situation.
Present each of the conversations to the class.

Situation (1)
People: You and an American student at a university.

Information to consider: You have studied in America for a year. Today is the first
day of the new semester and you meet an American student who took the same course
as you did last semester on campus. After greeting each other, you make small talk for a
while.

Situation (2)

People: You and a friend.

Information to consider: You and your friend used to live next door to each
other but your friend moved to another part of the city several months ago. While you
were neighbors, you had a friendly relationship. Now, you two run into each other in a
shopping mall. After greeting each other, you make small talk for a couple of minutes.
Situation (3)

PNE S

People: You and one of your neighbors.
Information to consider: It’s a rainy day. You arrive at the bus stop, where your
neighbor is also waiting for the bus. After greeting each other, you make small talk until

your bus comes.




