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'\ﬁ’ﬂ Through the Looking-Glass

1

Looking-glass house

ne thing was certain, it was the black kitten that be-
() gan it all. The white kitten had been unable to do any-
thing for the last quarter of an hour, because the old cat was
washing its face, very slowly and very carefully.

But the black kitten was free to do what it wanted. And so,
while Alice was sitting in a corner of the great armchair, half
talking to herself and half asleep, the kitten was playing a
grand game with a ball of wool. Soon the wool was lying in a
terrible tangle all over the carpet, with the kitten running after
its own tail in the middle.

‘Oh, you bad little thing!’ cried Alice, when she saw the
wool. She picked up the kitten and climbed back into the arm-
chair. ‘You really mustn’t play with the wool, you know. It
will take me so long to roll the ball up again. Why don’t you
play chess instead, Kitty? When [ was playing a while ago,
you were watching me so carefully. In fact, you look just like
the Red Queen yourself.’

And Alice picked up the Red Queen from the chessmen on
the table, and held it up to show the kitten. But the kitten
tried to escape, and, to punish it, Alice lifted it up to the
looking-glass above the fireplace. ‘If you're not good, Kitty,’
she said, ‘I’ll put you through into looking-glass house. How

would you like that?
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Looking-glass n. a mirror.
BT HTEHEREEW
BB certain ad) .
sure. WSEW], Kitten n. a
young cat . /M, grand adj .
very pleasant, delightful . %8
AR, I tangle n. a
confused mass. Tl ¥EH) &
A, chess n. a game for 2
players each of whom starts
with 16 pieces ( chessmen )
which can be moved according
to fixed rules across a chess-
board in an attempt to trap
the opponent” s king . EFR%
BE; One plays a game of chess
on a board (#L L), using
chessmen or pieces (Ht T ).
There are either black or white
(BB A B, and are
called king (E F), queen
(EJR), bishop (AH), knight
(), castle (%) and pauwn
(), HA B HS A5 H
B, chessmen 7. pieces of
chess. Ht F. fireplace 7.
hearth , the opening for a fire
in a room. BE, put you
through into the looking glass
house lead you break the sur-
face of the mirror and enter
the house . ik VR 5F 1% 5% T
ANETFR.



'\ﬁ’g Through the Looking-Glass

‘I do wonder, ’ Alice went on, ‘if everything in that room
is the same as in our room. The things that 1 can see look the
same — except the books, because the words go the wrong
way. But perhaps the rest of the house is really different and
full of interesting things. Oh, I wish we could get through,
Kitty! Let’s pretend we can. Let’s pretend the glass has gone
soft and ... Why, I do believe it has! It’s turning into a kind
of cloud. ..’

Alice did not know how it happened, but while she was
speaking, she found herself climbing up to the looking-glass.
And the glass was beginning to disappear, just like a bright sil-
very cloud.

In another moment Alice was through the glass and had
jumped down into the looking-glass room. At once she began
looking around and noticed that several things were very dif-
ferent from the old room. The pictures on the wall all seemed
to be alive, and the clock above the fireplace had the face of a
little old man, who smiled at her.

*This room isn’t as tidy as the other one, > Alice thought to
herself, as she noticed several chessmen on the floor by the
fireplace. But the next moment, with a little ‘Oh!’ of sur-
prise, she was down on the floor herself, watching them.

The chessmen were walking around, arm in arm!

‘Here are the Red King and the Red Queen, ’ Alice said, in
a whisper, in order not to frighten them. ‘And there are two

Castles walking together. And two of the Pawns, and a white

4
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go the wrong way be not in
its wsual order. FIEIE.
arm in arm with the arm
of one person being pussed
through the bent arm of the
other. ¥ 4% F: hand in
hand F3LF . whisper vi.
to speak using the breath .
HAg, B (A 8E) .
Castle n. One of the pouw-
erful pieces. Z . Pawn n.
One of the 8 smallest and
least valuable of a player’ s

pieces. .
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Bishop reading a newspaper. . . I don’t think they can hear me
or see me, = she went on. ‘I wonder —’

Then something on the table behind her made a noise. Alice
turned to look and saw that one of the White Pawns had fallen
over and begun to cry. She watched it with interest.

‘It is the voice of my child!’ cried the White Queen by the
fireplace. ‘My dear Lily! My sweet child! ’ and she began to
climb wildly up the table leg.

Poor little Lily was now screaming loudly. Alice wanted to
be helpful, so she picked up the Queen and put her on the
table next to her noisy little daughter.

The Queen sat very still, with her mouth open, for almost a
minute. Then she called down to the White King, who was
still on the floor by the fireplace. ‘Be careful of the storm!’

‘What storm?’ said the King, looking round worriedly.

‘There’s a terrible wind — it blew me up here in a second.
You come up the usual way, and be careful!’

Alice watched as the White King slowly began to climb the
table leg. Then she said, ‘It will take you hours to get up.
Why don’t I help you?’ Gently, she picked him up and moved
him slowly upwards. The King was very surprised indeed. His
eyes and his mouth got larger and larger, and rounder and
rounder. Alice nearly dropped him because she was laughing so
much.

When she put him down on the table, he immediately fell

flat on his back and lay still. But after a while he sat up, and
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Bishop n. a piece that can be
number  of

squares from one corner to-

moved  any

wards the opposite corner.
%, %, fall over fall t0 the
ground. Bk Bl Lily n.
(kinds of ) plant growing
fromabulb. BEH. XBER
HEFEREFNETF
scream ui. to cry out loudly
on a high note. R, wor-
riedly adv. anxiously. HEIE
#, blow sb. up 20 cause sb.
to move into the air . 8 ALK
Bl R L %, gently adv.
lightly. %% H#, be sur-
prised experience sth. sud-
den or unexpected . THEFINZ
1%, t4F . immediately adv .
at once. S £, BN Z1, Rat
adj. parallel with the
ground . “FEI#). on one’s
back adv. lving with face
upward. {1 Bh i, 09 BB
KH,
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spoke to the Queen in a frightened whisper.

‘I tell you, my dear, I turned cold to the very ends of my
hair! I shall never, never forget that moment.’

‘You will, ’ the Queen said, ‘if you don't write it down.’

Alice watched with interest as the King took out a very large
notebook and began writing. Then she saw a book lying on the
table near her, and began to turn the pages.

‘It’s all in some language that I don’t know, ’ she said to

herself. It was like this.

NADOWAAQARL
29vol itz st hio gillind 2w
0nW ot 1l sldmig hn sy hidl
297020100 otly 9o Caasine WA
SO0 2010 st ot btk
Puzzled, she looked at it for some time, then suddenly un-
derstood. ‘Of course, it's a looking-glass book! If I hold it up
to the glass, the words will go the right way again.”’
This was the poem that Alice read.
JABBERWOCKY
> Twas brillig, and the slithy toves
Did gyre and gimble in the wabe ;
All mimsy were the borogoves,
And the mome raths outgrabe .
‘It seems very pretty, ~ Alice said, ‘but a little hard to un-
derstand. ’ (Actually, she didn’t understand a word of it, but

didn’t like to say so.) ‘It seems to fill my head with ideas —
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of my hair be much
afraid. "FIRHEER, £
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but I don’t know what they are!’

Then she suddenly jumped up, as another idea came to her.
‘If I don’t hurry, I shall have to go back through the looking-
glass before I've seen the rest of the house, and the garden.
T'll look at the garden first, I think.’

In a moment she was out of the room and running down the
stairs. But it wasn’t really running, because she was moving
gently through the air and her feet weren’t touching the stairs
at all. At the bottom she managed to catch hold of the door-
post, and after that she was pleased to find herself walking

again in a natural way.
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before before TEiX B A {E
CHE ZHTT I, A )RR
PEE, HEREE. be
fore Bl 9f ¥ when ... not
f#. in a moment soon. 3L
AZA ., door-post n. up-
right post, part of a
frame. |'1#. in a natural

way in a usual way PAIRHE
#1775 Ko
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2

The garden of live flowers

here was a small hill not far away and Alice decided to
T walk to it. ‘1 shall be able to see the garden better
from the top of the hill, ’ she said.

She tried very hard to reach the hill, but it seemed impossi-
ble to get to it. She went first this way, then that way, but
every time she turned a corner, she found herself back at the
house.

‘I'm not going in again yet,’ she told the house crossly.
‘T'll have to go back through the looking-glass into the old
room and that’s the end of all my adventures then!’

She tried once more, and this time passed a large flowerbed,
with a tree growing in the middle.

*Oh Tiger-lily, > Alice said to one of the flowers, ‘I wish
you could talk!’

‘We can talk,’ said the Tiger-lily, ‘if there is anybody in-
teresting enough to talk to.’ For a minute Alice was too sur-
prised to speak. Then she said, almost in a whisper, ‘And can
all the flowers talk?’

‘As well as you can,’ said the Tiger-lily. ‘And a lot
louder.’

‘It isn't polite for us to begin, you know, ’ said the Rose,
‘and 1 was really wondering when you would speak. ’

‘But why can you all talkk?’ Alice said, puzzled. ‘I've been

12
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live (laiv) adj. alive, living.
EEAEN, X B TE LR
AN—HE L& i, corner n.
the place where 2 roads meet .
], A5 4b. adventure n. a
journey that is strange and ex-
citing and often dangerous.
EB ., fowerbed n. plot of
land in which flowers are
grown. TE3%, £ K. Tiger-
lily n. garden lily with or-
ange flowers spotted with
black and purple. % Tt
polite adj. having or
showing good manners . "
L&, BFRE.
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in many gardens before, and none of the flowers could talk.’

‘Put your hand down and feel the ground, ’ said the Tiger-
lily. ‘Then you’ll know why.’

Alice did so. ‘It’s very hard, ’ she said, ‘but how does that
explain it?’

‘In most gardens,’ the Tiger-lily said, °they make the
flowerbeds too soft — so the flowers are always asleep. ’

This sounded a very good reason to Alice. ‘I never thought
of that before! ’ she said.

‘Do you ever think at all?’ asked the Rose, unkindly.

‘I never saw anybody with a more stupid face, ’ said a Daisy
suddenly. It was the first time it had spoken, and Alice
jumped in surprise.

‘Oh, be quiet!’ cried the Tiger-lily. ‘What do you Daisies
know about the world?’

‘ Are there any other people in the garden?’ Alice asked.

‘There’s one other flower that can move around like you, ’
said the Rose. ‘She’s the same strange shape as you, but she’s
redder, with more leaves than you have.’

‘She’s coming now!’ cried another Daisy. ‘I can hear her
feet — bang, bang, bang, on the ground.’

Alice looked round quickly, and saw that it was the Red
Queen. ‘She’s grown a lot,’ Alice thought. When she had
seen her by the fireplace, the Queen had been only eight cen-
timetres high. Now she was taller than Alice herself!

‘I think I'll go and meet her, ’ Alice said.

14



