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Foreword

JA. (Tony) Allan

With the passing of Dave Phillips one regrets not having asked him why he did
all that he did with so much ambition, so much focus and so much energy? The
moment never seemed right. When with him we were always in the middle of
hectic professional processes which he had almost certainly conjured. Or we
were enjoying some intense social moments. It was never the right time to ask.
We were overwhelmed by the ambitious ideas generated by day and the inten-
sity of conversations over dinner. We found many understandable underlying
ideas on which we could converge. There were evident facts, data and trends
captured by the probabilistic sciences of the bio-chemist and the environmen-
tal scientist. In these arenas he operated as an exceptional international expo-
nent. It was over contested politics that we struggled.

By the time I met him in 1999 the debates we shared in professional and
social time were dominated by the contradictions of real life politics and
by the constraints and unfairness of asymmetric power. Another question I
would have asked Dave is why did he move from the researchable challenges
of biochemistry and water quality where life was challenging enough? What
tempted him to cross over into the realm where uncertainty reigns and con-
structed knowledge overwhelms observed science?

By reading the unique contributions in this collection of essays we can
begin to answer the questions at least partially. One will also know much about
the topics Dave analysed during his four decade professional career. A more
complete answer would come from inputs of those who loved him. They knew
the demons that drove him to herculean feats of leadership, productivity and
self-destruction.

One senses that Dave discovered sometime in the 19gos that he had a very
rare suite of professional skills. He had found that he had a knack of consis-
tently pleasing clients by delivering very authoritative and superbly commu-
nicated analysis ahead of deadline. Most of all he answered all the important
questions they had posed or that he had reshaped as better questions. He even
answered many others that had not been included in the terms of reference. No
one thought it was effortless. But what he delivered was always impressive and
clients came back for more. Dave was also confident that he could communi-
cate fluently and to very good effect indeed. And in his late career he found that
he had an additional precious and significant comparative advantage in being
able to cope with the impossible demands of inter-disciplinarity. He found he
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could mediate the unhelpful tendencies of reductive science expressed in its
different language registers. Without his intervention the teams he led would
have produced unhelpful cross-sterilising outcomes.

Dave’s wonderful prose is inimitable. This final paragraph is a poor attempt
to match it. In his professional life Dave was always inspired and ready to pro-
vide leadership. Always totally responsible in deploying concepts, methods
and evidence and very responsible on truth. And he was an exceptional, imagi-
native and innovative scientist. He was technically capable and at the same
time well able to handle the moments when even more leadership was needed.
He spoke truth to all sorts of power. No deadline was missed. No sentence mis-
understood. No client disappointed. Few fools were suffered. But Dave knew
the ones to ignore, sometimes punish and those to help. Socially he could be
very direct and a bit macho. His directness and irascibility were always for-
given, accommodated and finally appreciated. He was famously not good on
the work-life balance. We were fortunate that his stamina was super-human.
But he was too ready to outdo the ultimate test. One wishes that he had been
as responsible about his health as he was about his search for truth and justice.
Those who loved him and those who loved to work with him would have him
with us still.



Preface: A Full and Productive Life

Stephen McCaffrey, John Murray, Melvin Woodhouse

This book honors the memory and legacy of Dr. David J.H. Phillips, an extraor-
dinary scientist, consultant, mentor and friend with whom the editors and
contributors to the volume had the pleasure to work and interact during a life
that was cut short much too early.

Dave Phillips was a remarkable man who lived life to the utmost. He was a
scientist of exceptional quality, dedicated to the practical study of aquatic envi-
ronments, be they marine, freshwater or virtual. His meticulously researched
work, exemplified in his many publications and also in reports prepared for
governments and other clients, provides a rich trove for future scientific stud-
ies in the area.

Dave was always “larger than life”—a man who was hard to keep up with—
yet through his scientific talents and ability to synthesize material from differ-
ent fields in a readily understandable way, he created a depth of understanding
seldom matched by others. All who knew Dave and his work deeply mourn
his sudden and unexpected loss. His untimely death is also a significant loss
for those who rely on transboundary fresh waters, people who will never ben-
efit from the innovative solutions that Dave might have come up with had he
lived longer.

In the book we trace the arc of Dave’s working life, beginning in Australia,
passing through Hong Kong, San Francisco and the Uk, and ending in Africa.
These were, however, only places Dave actually lived. The list of countries or
regions in which he worked is much longer (as is seen in the excerpts and
essays to follow, plus in Dave’s cv in Appendix A) and includes Europe, the
Middle East and South Asia.

The substantive focus of Dave’s work also evolved, from an early focus on
marine biology and pollution monitoring to an expanded range of issues and
tasks later in his career, including everything from environmental issues in
privatization and the physical impact of mineral extraction policies, to the
sharing of transboundary fresh water resources.

The same pattern of change can be seen in the institutional settings in
which Dave worked. He built his knowledge and experience as an employee
working in governmental agencies and non-profit organizations, transitioning
after a little more than twelve years to work as a senior scientist for corporate
environmental companies for almost six years, and finally becoming a free-
lance consultant for the last two decades, where he could go after jobs that
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challenged him, accept contracts that fit his standards, and manage his own
work and travel schedule.

The present volume attempts to capture these paths of Dave Phillip’s life
through presenting both Dave’s own published words and the thoughts and
reflections of his colleagues. Part I looks at the early years of Dave’s career,
largely spent researching marine pollution issues in Australia, Hong Kong and
San Francisco.

Part 11 follows Dave’s work for consulting concerns in England and also cov-
ers his transition from working for others to self-employment as a free-lance
consultant. It is in this period that Dave became more deeply involved with
highly significant issues in the field of transboundary waters, such as interna-
tional water law and benefit sharing among Nile Basin countries.

Part 111 focuses on Dave’s work in the Middle East, in particular for the
Palestinians, for whom he helped craft a strategy for Permanent Status
Negotiations with Israel on water and developed proposed solutions for water
sharing in the region as a whole. Part 111 also covers Dave’s contributions to
thinking about benefit sharing as a means of conflict prevention and dealing
with power asymmetry and hegemony as well as achieving equity in water
sharing for Palestinians, especially in Gaza.

Part 1v chronicles Dave’s long-running work for Adam Smith International,
a British international development firm, on a variety of issues and in multiple
locations. It also provides insight into Dave’s work on water-sharing issues in
Southern Africa, where most countries share freshwater resources with others,
and looks at Dave’s work on operationalizing equitable and reasonable utiliza-
tion of shared freshwater resources. It touches on what Dave was working on
during his final months, challenges presented by attempts to understand and
manage the links between basic national interests, freshwater resources, min-
eral extraction, energy production and food security.

True to the legacy of Dave Phillips, this book is about water in its many
forms—blue, green, grey and virtual—and the impact these water resources
have in our lives, on our lifestyles, and for our future. The excerpts and essays
describe what scientists and policy analysts have been and are working on to
provide for a more equitable and sustainable environment. This volume iden-
tifies those areas of special interest:

* identifying and exposing the disquieting truth about levels of contamina-
tion in our seas, estuaries and rivers, and how they can be managed for the
benefit of the ecosystem as well as human health,

* bringing to light and clearly describing the inequities that more powerful
riparian states impose on the less powerful in a basin, and what steps might
be taken to develop a positive-sum outcome (Pso) for all concerned,
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* generating an easily used and practical formula for analysing transboundary
waters so that riparian states can be encouraged to engage in cooperation,
sharing and expanding benefits for everyone in the basin, and

» working diligently to find innovative ways to ensure that water, whether
blue, green, grey or virtual, is strategically managed to produce sufficient
energy and food effectively for all peoples, especially the poor.

The writings—and Dave’s legacy—point readers toward seeing the same data
from new perspectives, seeking different data from related and interlinked yet
unexplored fields, and recognizing opportunities to contribute to making the
world’s environment better for all.

It is perhaps obvious even from this superficial overview of what is to come
that Dave Phillips had enormous capacity to deal with a wide range of issues—
from the highly technical to the almost entirely conceptual. He was in many
ways an academic without appointment; he published more material, and of
consistently higher quality, than many present-day full time academics.

But Dave would have chafed under the strictures of academic life just as he
chafed under the conditions of employment earlier in his career. It is abun-
dantly clear in retrospect that he served humanity and the intellectual com-
munities in his chosen fields better and more effectively in his own, inimitable,
free-lance way than he would have as a conventional academic or employee.
He did things because he wanted to do them, not because someone wanted
him to.

The products of Dave’s life are resources we editors felt should be preserved
for posterity. Perhaps more importantly, we felt that they should be pulled
together for those working in the fields to which Dave contributed and for
applied scientists in general. In addition, this volume attempts to document
the mechanics and style of one who was highly successful in the practical
application of science in the real world. The way in which Dave approached
complex challenges was both unique and successful. In sum, we expect that
at least some of Dave Phillips’ remarkable qualities will emerge for the reader.
They are touched upon in a number of his colleagues’ essays, but could never
be captured entirely.

This book offers readers a front-row view of the personal abilities and hab-
its, analytic genius, innovative ideas and proposals, incredible frankness and
honesty, indestructible spirit, firm commitment to equity and justice, and sup-
portive relationships of David Phillips, a truly gifted scientist and activist.
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