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The Wrist Watch (2005 ££)

It is generally believed that wrist watches are an exception to the normal sequence in the evolution of
man’s jewelry. Reversing the usual order, they were first worn by women, and then adopted by men. In the
old days, queens included wrist watches among their crown jewelry. Later, they were worn by Swiss workers
and farmers. Until World War I, Americans associated the watch with fortune hunters. Then army officers
discovered that the wrist watch was most practical for active combat. Race car drivers also loved to wear wrist
watches, and pilots found them most useful while flying. Soon men dared to wear wrist watches without
feeling self-conscious. By 1924, some 30 percent of man’s watches were worn on the wrist. Today, the figure
is 90 percent. And they are now worn by both men and women for practical purposes rather than for
decoration.

REXEFEHRTERRBNIEARE, F—AXER . EHANFRNRBINENTEHE:
women worn (first)— crown jewelry (in the old days) —worn by Swiss workers (later)— Americans (World

War ) —30% of man worn (by 1924)—reach 90% (today), MZHIEF , 4 30 12 4 st a7k 8GR F R




BEREKN., RIS, CERNF RIS FE, 01: fortune hunter, for combat, flying %%, Tﬁﬁgﬂq
R.ETREEEMRYS IS, I.Swiss, World War IR KNE , BFHERES.

Salmon(2003 )

Every year, millions of salmon swim from the ocean into the mouths of rivers and then steadily up the
rivers. Passing through waters, around rocks and waterfalls, the fish finally reach their original streams or
lakes. They dig out nests in the river bed and lay their eggs. Then, exhausted by their journey, the parent
salmon die. They have finished the task that nature has given them. Months, or years later, the young fish
start their trip to the ocean. They live in the salt water from 2-—7 years, until they, too are ready to swim
back to reproduce. Their life cycle helps man provide himself with a basic food-fish. When the adult salmon
gather at the river mouths for the annual trip up the rivers, they are in the best possible condition, and nearly
every harbor has its salmon fishing fleet ready to catch thousands for markets,

FE 2003 LT B XA S, B A X Salmon (BE£) , 53X 2 — A 5545 i 18 B 3C . SCEEFF 3k A 8 U AF Bk £ B9
3J # : (ocean—river— waterfalls—lake, and then lay eggs—die) ; 8 % J& %} &) 5 i i} ##% : (start to ocean—two or
seven years—return to reproduce) ; 5 J5 i} B A 25 Bt 2§ : (provide himself with a basic food-fish) .
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DICTATION [15 MIN.] A

Listen to the following passage. Altogether the passage will be read to you four times. During the first
reading, which will be read at normal speed , listén_and try to understand the meaning. For the second and
third readings . the passage will be read sentence by semtence, or phrase by phrase, with intervals of 15
seconds. The last reading will be read at normal speed again and during this time you should check your
work. You will then be given 2 minutes to check through your work once more.

Now listen to the passage.




- TAPESCRIPT

Passage 1 World Cup Football

For football players and fans everywhere, the high point of football excitement and interest is probably the
World Cup tournament. The tournament, held every four years, brings together the world’s best teams to
compete for football’s highest honor. In the past thirty years, soccer has become the sport of the world. Each
World Cup is more successful than the last. Sine 1966, probably one-quarter of the world has listened to or
watched the championship game. The most interesting thing is that it is not the greatest teams who don’t
always win. The fans’ enthusiasm and their own desires sometimes help play better than normal. The World
Cup is called that because teams from every continent have played in it. However, since the Cup began, all of
the winning teams have been from Europe or South America. Teams from Asia or Africa always do well, but

they haven’t yet won.
Passage 2 Play

Play is the principal business of childhood, and more and more in recent years’ research has shown the
great importance of play in the development of a human being. From earliest infancy every child needs
opportunity and the right material for play, and the main tools of play are toys. Their main function is to
suggest, encourage and assist play. To succeed in this they must be good toys, which children will play with
often, and will come back to again and again. Therefore it is important to choose suitable toys for different
stages of a child’s development. Until the age of seven or eight, play and work mean much the same to a
child. Play is still the best way of learning. Once reading has been mastered, the books and school become the
main source of learning, toys are still interesting and valuable. They lead to new hobbies. But to a child of nine

or ten years, toys and games mean relaxation and fun.
Passage 3 The Olympic Games

The Olympic Games are the greatest festival of sport in the world. Every four years, a hundred or more
countries send their best sportsmen to compete for the highest honors in sport. As many as 6,000 people take
part in over 20 sports. For the winners, there are gold medals and glory. But there is honor, too, for all who
compete, win or lose. That is the spirit of the Olympics—to take part is what matters.

The Olympic Games always start in a bright color and action. The teams of all the nations parade in the
opening ceremony and march round the track. The runner with the Olympic torch then enters the stadium and
lights the flame. A sportsman from the host country takes the Olympic oath on behalf of all the competitors.
The judges and officials also take an oath. After the sportsmen march out of the stadium, the host country

puts on a wonderful display.
Passage 4 Kangaroo

Every nation has its own pride. So does Australia—in her kangaroos. It is said that there are about 20
million kangaroos in Australia. The figure may not be accurate, but it can be said with certainty that there are
more kangaroos than people in Australia whose total population is only over 14 million. The largest living

kangaroos are about two meters. When you drive a car through the country at dusk, it is easy to come across




them. Sometimes your car may be hit or even be damagéd by a big kangaroo. When that happens, nobody is
angry with it.

The kangaroo is not only loved, but highly respected in Australia. It is regarded as the country’s symbol.
In fact it has become an important part of Australia’s national emblem. On the wall of the Parliament Building

you can see a picture of a big kangaroo. And on some 50-cent Australian coins the image of kangaroo is cast.
Passage 5 Birds

Birds are alike in many ways. All of them have backbones. All birds have two legs and two wings. They
all have lungs and are warm-blooded. This means that their bodies are warm even when the weather is cold.
All birds come from eggs which must be kept warm. The baby bird grows inside the egg, eating up the food
stored in the egg. By the time the food is used up, the bird fills the whole egg. It then comes out of the egg;
or hatches. Birds have feathers which are very useful. The outside feathers form a smooth covering. The down
feather next to their bodies helps to keep in body heat. Their wing feathers are used for flying. The tail
feathers help them in balancing or in steering. Birds are useful to people. They are an excellent source of food.
Chickens and turkeys are examples of birds which supply man with great quantities of meat.

Passage 6 Salt

We do not know when man first began to use salt, but we do know that it has been used in many different
ways throughout history. Historical evidence shows, for example, that people who lived over 3,000 years ago
ate salted fish. Thousands of years ago in Egypt, salt was used to embalm the dead. Stealing salt was
considered a major crime during some eras of history. In the 18th century, if a person was caught stealing salt,
he could be put in jail. Salt was important item on the table of royalty. It was traditionally placed in front of
the king when he sat down to eat. Less important guests were given seats farther away from it, In the early
days in the U. S. , salt was very scarce. So the storekeeper of pioneer days was very careful with his salt. In
the modern world salt has many uses beyond the dining table. It is used in making glass and airplane parts, in

growing crops, and in killing weeds.
Passage 7 Funny Money

Long ago, people in one part of the world didn’t go to an office or a factory to earn money. They found
their money on the ground. The money was large, round, and flat. It looked just like what it was—a stone!
Because they were special stones and very hard to find, they were valuable. The larger the stone was, the
more valuable it was. The smallest money stones - about the size of a dinner plate—might buy a fish, a baby
pig, or some vegetables. People in some places found their money along the seashore—red, black, and white
shells. Some people could eat their money! They made money out of salt, which they shaped into little bricks.
Salt money wasn’t heavy or awkward like stone money or so hard to find as shell money. But when it rained,

the money might melt! Finally, people started using metal for money.
Passage 8 Pubs

The word pub is short for “public house”. In fact, in some ways it’s a public place and at the same time
it’s rather like someone’s house. This means that in the best pubs you are both a customer and a visitor.

Because the main business of pubs is selling drinks to people, there are always plenty to choose from, but the




most popular one is beer. One thing you may discover is that some pubs have drinks and little else, but others
have more to offer, such as food, music or accommodation. One reason for this is that what we now call
“pubs” used to be various different kinds of places, such as inns. For visitors pubs do have a particular
advantage. Visitors to any country often feel, after a time, they don’t know anything about the places ordinary
people go to or the way they live. Most pubs offer opportunity to escape from crowds of tourists and to see

something really native people from the inside.
Passage 9 Skin Diving

Skin diving is a new sport today. Many people are interested in this sport. Some go under water to catch
fish., Some go under water to see beautiful scenes, Others go down into deep water to take pictures of
swimming fish. It is not very dark under water. This sport takes you away into a wonderful new world. It is
like a visit to the moon! When you are under water, it is easy for you to climb big rocks, because you are no
longer heavy. Here under water, everything is blue and green. During the day, there is plenty of light.
Sometimes, people taking pictures under water do not have to use a flash. When fish swim near by, you can
catch them with your hands. There are more uses for skin diving. You can clean ships without taking them out

of the water. It can get many things from the deep sea.
Passage 10 English Games

The most popular games in England are football and cricket. All boys are taught at least one of the two
kinds of football: soccer and rugger. In soccer the ball cannot be touched with the hands or arms, but must be
driven forward by kicking or by striking it with the body. Rugger is more like American football than soccer;
it is the kind most often played in boarding schools.

To most foreigners, cricket seems a dreadfully boring game. But English people think the sound of a
leather cricket ball striking against a wooden cricket bat is just about the most beautiful sound in the world.
The most important international matches are those played between England and Australia, and are held one
year in one country, the next year in the other. While these matches are being played, if an Englishman says:
“The news is terrible”, he does not mean that an international disaster has occurred - merely that England is

not doing well at cricket.
Passage 11 : ) AIDS

AIDS is a virus infection. Today we know that AIDS is caused by a virus called HIV for short. The first
case of AIDS was diagnosed in Australia in 1982. Scientists are still not sure where the AIDS virus first started
but in the short time since the virus has been discovered, they have learned a great deal about it. One thing
they haven’t worked out, however, is how to cure it. But all over the world, research teams are working on
ways of slowing and stopping its spread. Meanwhile, the best way to prevent AIDS is by taking certain
precautions when you have sex and if you use drugs. It cannot be absorbed through the skin, but any cut or
open sore in the skin can let it in. Paying attention to these, you will be protecting yourself from AIDS and

playing a valuable part in the fight against this deadly disease.
Passage 12 A Special School

There are many little one-room schoolhouses in this school. They hold only one pupil at a time. On the




first day of school a wrinkled old teacher stands at the gate waiting for the pupil to arrive. The pupil is only
five years old. He is brought to school by teenage boys. The teacher helps him make up his mind by showing
him into the schoolhouse from behind. Now the pupil is sure he doesn’t want an education! He starts to howl.
The boys gather around, offering him bananas and sweets. The pupil is very fond of eating, so he stops

-howling now and then to take a banana. Finally, he decides that school isn’t so bad. Perhaps he will stay. It

is a school for little Indian elephants. The wrinkled, old teacher is a wrinkled old elephant about 50 years old.
The boys or men who help to train the little elephant are elephant riders.

Passage 13 Army Ants

Have you ever wondered which animal is the real king of the jungle? It could be meat-eating army ants of
South America. There are over 250 kinds of army ants. No animal will stand in their way. They have been
raiding the jungles for 65 million years. Army ants of South America march along in lines one million ants
long. Some ant armies even have 20 million ants. They climb to the tops of short trees. They tear most
animals to pieces. At night a colony of these ants rests in a nest. The nest is made from their own bodies.
Each ant uses its legs to hold other ant’s legs. In the morning the workers begin moving around. The large
and medium-sized workers hurry from the nest. They move out in a line. The queen and other ants stay behind
in the nest. The eyes of army ants are sensitive to how light or dark it is. They cannot see shapes. But they
can smell very well. So they can follow smells laid down by ants in front of them.

Passage 14 Air

Our Earth is surrounded by a layer of air called the atmosphere. The atmosphere surrounds the Earth
completely and is about 900 kilometers thick. Without the atmosphere, we would not be able to live on the
Earth. There would be no air for us to breathe. The Earth would be very, very hot in the day and very, very
cold at night. Air is all around us. It is around us as we walk and play. From the moment we are born, we are
surrounded by air., When we sit down it is around us. When we go to bed, air is also around us. Wherever we
are on Earth, we are surrounded by air. We live in air. Sometimes the air moves very fast and causes a very
strong wind. It can blow down trees and damage houses. The wind can do many useful things, too. It works

windmills and moves sailing boats, It also helps to scatter the seeds of many plants.
Passage 15 Comet

If you look at the sky one night and see something bright that you have never seen before, it might be a
comet. A comet sometimes looks like a star with a tail. But a comet is not a star. Like the moon, a comet
shines from the sunlight bouncing off it. Like the Earth, a comet goes around the sun, but on a much longer
path than the Earth travels. Some scientists think that a large part of comet is water frozen into sleety ice and
mixed with bits of iron and rock dust and perhaps a few big rocks. When sunshine melts the ice in a comet,
great clouds of gas go streaming behind it. These clouds, together with the dust, make a bright fuzzy-looking
tail. No one knows how many comets there are. There may be millions of comets. But only a few come close

enough for us to see. Even then it is not often that a comet comes close enough to be seen without a telescope.
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United Nations Day (1999 £ )

The 24th of October is celebrated as United Nations Day. It is a day that belongs to everyone. And it is
celebrated in most countries of the world. Some countries celebrate it for a week instead of day.

In many parts of the world, schools have special programs for the day. Boys and girls in some
communities decorate a UN tree. In other communities, young people put on plays about the UN. Some
libraries exhibit children’s art works from around the world. Schools celebrate with the songs and dances of
other countries or give parties where foods of other countries are served. No matter how the day is celebrated,
the purpose of these celebrations is to help everyone understand the UN, and the important roles it plays in
world affairs. The UN encourages people to learn about other lands and their customs. In this way, people can
gain a better understanding and appreciation of peoples all over the world.

1999 4E B Wi B9 U7 B ] 4 5 United Nations Day(BE-AE B) : 85— A3/ T % B KR A BF[R] (The 24th
of October) ##b & (in most countries of the world) ; 58 #4340 8 T 1 R & 3 B9 A AT 0 4a] 3k K # B (special
programs; decorate a UN tree; put on plays; celebrate with the songs and dances) ; /G BRIR T B W HM B
¥ (learn about other lands and their customs and gain a better understanding and appreciation of people all over

the world) ,
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DICTATION [ 15 MIN.]

Listen to the following passage. Altogether the passage will be read to you four times. During the first
reading, which will be read at normal speed , listen and try to understand the meaning. For the second and
third readings, the passage will be read sentence by sentence, or phrase by phrase, with intervals of 15
seconds. The last reading will be read at normal speed again and during this time you should check your
work. You will then be given 2 minutes to check through your work once more.

Now listen to the passage.

Passage 1 Valentine’s Day

February 14th is a special day for the young people in Britain and the United States: Valentine’s Day, on
which young people send their lovers or sweethearts Valentine cards. The first commercial valentine greeting
cards produced in the United States of America were created in 1840. Today millions of such cards are sold
annually. Although Valentine cards are now commercially produced with verses printed, many young people
still like to add verses of their own which sometimes cover the card completely. Many verses are very inventive
and show different affections. Some are straight ones like: “Lips like wine, eyes divine—will you be my
Valentine?” Of course, the newspapers also make a lot of money out of such ads. The post office of the United
States has been issuing stamps for Valentine’s Day for years. A “love stamp” on the envelope that contains the

Valentine card certainly adds much to the affection.
Passage 2 Thanksgiving Day

In 1620, the English people did not like their king and they called him “The Fool King of England”. Many
of them left England and went to live in other countries. A group of them sailed for America. When they
arrived in America, autumn was already upon them. It was raining and a cold wind was blowing. However the
settlers learned that the Indians living there were friendly. They taught the Englishmen how to make the best
use of the forest, sea, and soil. With the Indians helping them, the settlers began to prosper. By November
1621, the settlers had been in the new world an entire year. They decided to set aside several days for
recreation and giving thanks to God. With nearly 100 Indians for company, the settlers held the first
Thanksgiving celebration in America. The Indians brought some wild turkeys as presents.. Since that time
Thanksgiving Day has been a great holiday in the United States, and by tradition, Americans continue to have

turkey for the Thanksgiving dinner.
Passage 3 ) American Wedding

Weddings in the United States vary as much as the people do. There are church weddings with a great
deal of fanfare; there are civil weddings with little ceremony; there are weddings on mountain-tops with guests
in barefoot; and there have been weddings on the ocean floor with oxygen tanks for the guests. But many
weddings, no matter where or how they are performed, include certain traditional customs. For instance, the
bride and groom often exchange rings. The rings are usually worn on the fourth finger of the left hand, and are
exchanged during the ceremony. Usually, after the ceremony there is a party called “reception”, where the
food is so plentiful that it almost takes the spotlight away from the couple. Whatever the variations, a wedding

in the United States is usually a time of joyous, conspicuous consumption for the couples as well as for the




