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TO THE STUDENT

Has your teacher ever asked you to note down how often and with whom you speak English in daily life? Do
this and you may realize what limited time is used for daily communication in English. In an environment where
there are hardly any native English speakers, you have to meet many challenges in your struggle to become fluent
in English.

Challenge to Speak is one of a series of textbooks compiled for college students and adults who wish
to develop their fluency in spoken English. This oral English textbook, written in accordance with the English
syllabus for English majors, appears in two volumes with 18 units per book. Each volume covers the workload for
one academic year, providing materials for 3—4 classroom hours per unit. Each book is accompanied by a
teacher’s book.

The central idea of Challenge to Speak is to challenge you to gain communicative competence through
collaboration in the study of the culture of this language. Each unit makes full use of some practical cultural issue
with the aim to stimulate meaningful conversations among you. Conversation models are given to show you how to
master appropriate functional patterns in a wide range of social settings followed by varied practice to challenge
you to speak. Emphasis is laid on collaboration, with you students working in pairs or in groups to help you develop
language competence while gaining new cultural insight at the same time.

This CCC method should work in this way:

COMMUNICATION

\

COLLABORATION CULTURE

In Book Two each unit is composed of four parts:

PART A: WAY TO SPEAK

Four short dialogues are given as models in varied settings. Each unit has a focal setting, such as at the post
office, at the art gallery, etc., but does not restrict the conversational context to that one situation. Actually the use
of a comprehensive range of situations should be encouraged. The main task for you is to master appropriate
functional patterns and work on basic communication skills. There is a set of supplementary patterns provided for

both teachers and students.

PART B: CHALLENGE TO SPEAK

In this step intense practice should be given for the various challenges before you. These exercises progress
from an elementary level to an intermediate one, from guided work to free work. The 'purpose is to motivate you in
pair work or group work, without the teacher monopolizing the classroom. The teacher needs to do careful planning

to encourage creative work from you.



PART C: TOPIC TO DISCUSS

Cuiture is the way of life that a group of people share. This is also shown in the way people communicate with
each other.

In this section, practical cultural and social issues, such as traveling, sightseeing, marriage, job application,
career, environmental protection, etc. are brought up for discussion. You are challenged to explore your own cul-
tural background and compare it with that of the English-speaking world, and thus become aware of the ways in
which perception and communication patterns are influenced by culture. These topics are expected to help you
become more culturally proficient and understand the language better by encouraging you to see the differences

between the two cultures.

PART D: FUN TO SPEAK

This part is designed to give you some relaxation and fun in Janguage learning. Stories in various forms, songs,
jokes, etc. are introduced to once again challenge your creativity and imagination through role-play, improvisation
and story-telling, etc.

TIPS FOR THE STUDENT

1. Work face to face and try to relax.

2. Look your partner or group in the eye and try to overcome your shyness.

3. Work together, participate actively and reap in the benefits of these joint efforts.

4. Be sure you are making a contribution of some kind. Take on any role that comes your way.

5. Follow your teacher’s instructions. Don’t expect the teacher to ramble on about grammar and language

points. You take the initiative and the Challenge to Speak!

All materials are recorded on cassette.

Challenge to Speak was compiled under the direction of chief compiler Yao Baohui, professor of Linyi Teachers’
University and Li Hongye, professor and dean of the Foreign Language Department, with the help of American
teachers, Elizabeth Wilson and Clayton Olson, who contributed a great deal of time and energy in compiling this
textbook. We would like to express our profound thanks to the above friends.
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UNIT 1
POSSIBILITY AND IMPOSSIBILITY
Ways of Traveling

Part A Way to Speak

A: Morning, Bob.
Morning. How are you getting on with your work?

&=

A: Not very well. Now Bob, what would you say if I told you I was going to
quit my job?

B:  Quit your job?!

A: Yes, quit my job!

B: TI'd probably say you should think about it seriously before you make a
decision. Why? You aren’t really going to quit your job, are you?

A: It's a possibility. I'll let you know when I make a decision.

A: Ihear there is a possibility you

may go to Denmark next
month?

B: Yes, there’s a chance.

How is this?

B: Well, it’s quite possible I'll be

invited to attend a conference

>

there.

A: Marvelous. Congratulations!

B: Thank you. It’s possible but not
probable.

A: Why?

B: You know, I'm in charge of
an important project that has
to be finished by March. I'm




2 Unit 1 Possibility and Impossibility

not sure if I can find the time to attend the meeting in Denmark.

A: Isee. Hope you don't lose the chance though.

A: Good morning, doctor!

B: Good morning. It's you again. Madam, I think I told you only yesterday
that everything was okay.

A: Yes, everything is OK. But doctor, what'’s the possibility of my having
twins?

B: That isn’t very likely. There is not much chance of that happening.

A: Oh? Are you absolutely sure about that?

B: Yes, I'm pretty certain. In fact, if you had twins, I'd be very surprised.

A: Oh! What a pity!

B: T'msorryIcan do nothing to help you, madam.

A: How will you be traveling to Harbin?

B: 1 might travel by air this time. I haven’t quite decided yet.

A:  Surely you are not thinking of going by train, are you? It will be a long
and tiring journey. I prefer traveling by plane anytime. It is a real race
against time.

B: Yes, but trains are cheaper, safer and more comfortable. You can walk
around, open the windows and enjoy the landscape as well.

A: Thatis if you aren’t in a hurry.

Look at these patterns
@ Expressing possibility
- It’s a possibility.
There is a chance. -
It could happen.
It’s possible for you to ...

that ...



Unit 1 Possibility and Impossibility 3

There is a possibility ...
Is there any chance that ...?
I might be able to ...

@ Expressing impossibility
That/It isn’t very likely.
There’s not much chance of that happening.
I doubt (if) that would/could/will happen.
There is no chance that ...
There is no possibility that ...

that ...

The chances are pretty slim.

Part B Challenge to Speak

Practice 1 Make up dialogues according to the situations given below.
1. Tell your partner what you might do this weekend.
2. Your teacher asks you to write a composition. Discuss with your partner what you
may write about and what he/she may write about.
3. Your friend invites you to play tennis this Saturday. Tell him it will not be possible
and explain why.

Practice2  Work in groups to discuss the following statements. Then tell the class about your
discussion. A
1. Private cars will be very common in China by the year 2010.
2. Man will be able to go to live on another planet someday.

3. Man can conquer nature.

Practice 3 Role play: Work in two groups—one as people of the 20th century and another as
people of the 21st century. The two groups will then argue over the following topics.
1. to use the cell phone world wide to communicate

2. to use the Internet and World Wide Web to know immediately every important



