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Lesson 1

Text

The Value of Education

1 Education is not an end, but a means' to an end. In other words, we do not educate
children only for the aim of educating them. Our purpose is to fit them for life. Life is
varied? ; so is education. As soon as we realize this fact, we will understand that it is
very important to choose a proper system of education.

2 In some countries with advanced industries®, they have free education for all*. Un-
der this system, people, no matter whether they are rich or poor, clever or foolish®,
have a chance to be educated at universities or colleges. They have for some time
thought, by free education for all, they can solve all the problems of society and build a
perfect nation. But we can already see that free education for all is not enough. We find
in such countries a far larger number of people with university degrees than there are
jobs for them® to fill. As a result of their degrees, they refuse to do what they think is
“low” work’. In fact, to work with one’s hands is thought to be dirty and shameful in
such countries®.

3 But we have only to think a moment to understand that the work of a completely un-
educated farmer is as important as that of a professor’. We can live without education,
but we should die if noneof us grew crops'!. If no one cleaned our streets and took the
rubbish away from our houses, we should get terrible diseases in our towns. If there
were no service people, because everyone was ashamed to do such work, the professors
would have to waste much of their time doing housework.

4 On the other hand, if all the farmers were completely uneducated, their production
would remain low. As the population grows larger and larger in the modern world, we
would die if we did not have enough food.

5 In fact, when we say all of us must be educated to fit us for life, it means that all
must be educated: firstly, to realize that everyone can do whatever job is suited to his
brain and ability'?; secondly, to understand that all jobs are necessary to society and
that it is bad to be ashamed of one’s own work or to look down upon someone else’s;
thirdly, to master all the necessary know-how to do one’s job well. Only such education

can be called valuable to society.
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New Words

ability =.
1) capacity or power ( to do sth. physical or mental) §E7
e. g. 1) They believed in man’s ability to master the world.
1) The child’s reading ability was satisfactory for his age level.
2) special natural power to do sth. well; talent A 88,4 T
e. g. 1) He took part in it according to his abilities.
Il ) She experimented with her teaching abilities on me.
advanced adj. far on in development; modern W&, LHK
e. g. 1) He is spending a year in advanced studies.
) With the most advanced scientific methods, most problems in this area
" can be solved now.
ashamed adj. feeling shame, guilt or sorrow #i##,F W, AFER
e.g. 1) He was ashamed of having asked such a simple question.
) You should be ashamed to tell such a lie.
completely adv. wholly; in every way SE2 b, #JKHE
e. g. 1) Traffic was completely stopped.
) I had forgotten it completely.
educate v. teach; train the character or mind of HF&
e. g. 1) He was educated at a very good school.
1) The poor boy had to educate himself in the evening after finishing his
work.
education n. (the results of ) teaching or the training of mind and character #&
e.g. 1) I got more help and education from her than from anyone else in the
world.
) He trained to be a teacher at a college of education.
degree n.
1) a title given by a university 2E{[
e.g. 1) He made no attempt to take a medical degree.
1) He graduated from Harvard with the B. A. degree in 1912.
2) B EH
e. g. 1)The summer months had an average temperature of more than 80 degrees
Fahrenheit (42[%).
) A right angle has 90 degrees.
3 BE
e.g. 1) To what degree can he be trusted?
II) The students have different degrees of ability.
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disease n. (an) illness or disorder caused by infection or unnatural growth, not by an ac-
cident &K
e. g. 1) Many diseases are caused by bacteria.
[l ) Some skin diseases are difficult to treat.
fill v.
1) enter (a position) H{E(ESE), KRAHET
e. g. 1) John is the best person to fill this vacancy (& #H).
I ) This young man fills the office satisfactorily.
2) make or become full ¥,
e. g. 1) Soon the hall would be filled with people.
II) Her eyes filled with pleasure.
foolish adj. showing lack of thought; stupid; laughable BZEK, %K
e. g. 1) What made you run, though, you foolish girl?
II) 1 recommend you to think very carefully before you do anything foolish.
free adj.
1) without payment of any kind; costing nothing %%
e. g. 1) Anyone who buys this breakfast food gets a free gift of a small plastic toy.
II) Are the drinks free?
No, you have to pay for them.
2) moving about at will; not shut up or held in prison HHHK
e. g. 1) He pitied the trapped bird and set it free.
) Wild animals in their natural state are free.
3) not busy; without work or duty ZSHK
e. g. 1) The doctor will be free in 10 minutes ; can you wait that long?
I ) She gets a free afternoon once a week.
4) safe from; untroubled by HFeeeeer O & - RRTREE 59
e. g. 1) Keep the table free from dirt by putting a cover over it.
I ) The old lady is never free from pain.
v. set free BB H B
e.g. 1) When will the prisoners be freed?
II ) Freed of these household chores, women now have more energy to con-
centrate on production. A
know-how 7. practical ability or skill  (FAR)HIR
e. g. 1 wish I had your know-how about computers.
mean v.
1) represent (a meaning) EEE
e. g. 1) What does this French word mean?

II ) The sign means that cars cannot enter.
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2) intend to (say); have in mind as or for a purpose £ <*++-- BHE,ITE
e.g. I) Idon’t mean to hurt you.
1) But I don’t believe he means any harm.
adj.
1) ungenerous; unwilling to share or help F#&EHI /MR
e. g. 1) Her husband is so mean about money.
Il ) Bob is so mean that he puts only a penny in the collection.
2) unkind; of unpleasant behavior which others dislike ELERH)
e. g. 1) Itis a mean trick to hide the boy’s book so that he gets into trouble for
losing it.
II) He’s mean— he likes to see people suffer.
3) average K
e. g. 1) The mean yearly rainfall is 20 inches in this area.
) The mean income of American families is over $ 15000 a year.
n. an average amount , figure, or value FI{H
e.g. 1) The mean of 3, 5 and 7 is 5.
II ) His income is $ 3000 above the national mean.
means n. a method or way H&,FEK
e. g. 1) By all means take your daughter with you.
II) She had no other means of obtaining money.
perfect adj.
1) of the very best possible kind, degree or standard SEXEH
e. g. 1) The weather during our holiday was perfect.
I ) Her examination was perfect except for one spelling mistake.
2) complete, with nothing missing, spoilt, etc. + 2K ,EEH
e.g. 1) You know I have perfect confidence in you.
) There was perfect silence for two minutes.
v. make perfect fH5g3%
e. g. 1) The artist is perfecting his picture.
1) He went to Italy to perfect his singing voice.
proper adj.
1) right; suitable; correct &K .15 HH
e.g. 1) The child is too ill to be nursed at home; she needs proper medical atten-
tion at a hospital.
1) He said something proper for the occasion.
2) paying great attention to what is considered correct in society & PR, IE LK,
LA

e.g. 1) He wondered whether it would be proper to knock at the door of her
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room.
Il > His mother has trained him to be a very proper young man.
population . A
e. g. 1) China has a large population.
[I > The population of the city rose by 20 percent.
production n.
1) the amount produced =&
e. g. 1) Production has increased in the last few weeks.
[I ) During the crisis years the production of coal declined 50 percent.
2) the action of producing or making products A=
e.g. 1) The factory was built for the production of cars.
) He put forward a plan for improving the rate of production.
3) thing produced &, fEf
e. g. This book on political history is the writer’s latest production.
purpose 7.
1) an intention or plan, reason for an action EE&, BH
e.g. 1) Did you come to London for the purpose of seeing your family, or for
business purpose?
II ) She did it on purpose, of course.
2) use; effect; result X, KNP
e. g. 1) Don’t waste your money; put it to some good purpose.
I ) The purpose of a screen door is to keep flies out.
refuse v. not to (accept or do or give) 545, Hi4
e. g. 1) She refused him when he begged her to marry him.
II) Thousands of people refused to pay their taxes.
remain v.
1) continue to be ( in an unchanged state) £, iR
e.g. 1) Peter became a judge but John remained a fisherman.
II) If you won’t eat you’ll just remain hungry.
2) be still present after a part has gone or has been taken away T, #®#
e. g. 1) Much remains to be settled.
II) A few apples remained on the tree.
3) continue in some places or conditions &8, 28, SEHEE
e.g. 1) 1did not remain long in that town.
1) The children remained out because of the good weather.
rubbish 7.
1) waste material to be thrown away X%, EY
2) nonsense; silly remarks JEiF
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e. g. This book is all rubbish.
shameful adj. deserving blaming; causing the feeling or condition of shame W HLH,F
M
e.g. 1) He felt no shame for what he had done; we thought his behavior was
shameful.
I[) To steal money from a blind person is a shameful act.
service n.
1) sth. done to help or benefit another or others JR 4%, T#k, # 8
e. g. 1) Do you need the services of a doctor?
II ) His whole life was devoted to the service of others.
2) system or arrangement that supplies public needs, esp. for communications 3t
W, ARE
e. g. The telephone service is out of order.
3) a/the repair of a machine {}35%, %&
e. g. Take your car for regular services.
». maintain or repair ( a car, radio, machine, etc. ) after sale f#3F, %8
e. g. We promise to service your automobile for 3 years.
terrible adj.
1) causing great fear or horror 1K, % AR
e. g. 1) The roar of a lion can be a terrible sound.
Il ) Being lost in that forest was a terrible experience.
2) extremely bad ¥ERERY,BRIRH)
e. g. What terrible weather we’re having!
uneducated adj. not educated; suggesting lack of education KEZEHEFHK ,BRZHHFH
e. g. She was an uneducated girl from a country town.
varied adj.
1) of different kinds BRI EHK ,EEEEH
e. g. 1) She made repeated and varied efforts to bring about a peaceful solution to
the problems.
1) His excuses are many and varied.
2) not staying the same; changing & FFAE{LE
e. g. 1) He has had a varied life.
1) There is a dining-room that will seat 200 persons, and the menu is varied
and cheap.
valuable adj. of great value, worth or use HREH,EHN, HHEKN
e.g. 1) We have already taken up too much of your valuable time.
) Your help was most valuable.

waste v. use wrongly, not use, or use too much of R%#



