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THE TOPOGRAPHY AND

DISTRIBUTION
IN YUNNAN PROVINCE

. Yunnan Plateau Zone

. The Jinshajiang River Zone
. West Yunnan Gorge Zone
. East Himalayan Zone

. The Middle Reach of Mekong
and Red River Zone

. Yunnan-Myanmar-Laos-
Vietnam Border Zone

. Yunnan-Vietnam Border Zone

. Southeast Yunnan Zone

. East Yunnan Zone

. The Liangshan Mountain Zone

. Yunnan-Sichuan-Xizang
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PREFACE

China is well-known in the world as "the mother of world gardens" while Yunnan is the province with richest
ornamental plant resources in China, and one of the regions with richest biodiversity all over the world as well. In
Yunnan, there exist not only a great number of plant species and complex floristic elements, but also abundant
wild plant resources.

Studies on the wild plant resources of Yunnan have widely been made in the previous years, especially the wild
flower plants, medicinal plants and aromatic plants. A lot of relevant information and data about plant species,
distributions and resources are available. However, the study of wild ornamental fruit plant is relatively beyond
satisfactory. In fact, Yunnan is quite rich in wild ornamental fruit plants, distributing from the tropical areas in its
south to the alpine areas in its northwest. Many plant fruits are edible and traditionally used to make fruit jams. It
is very impressed by the richness and diversity of wild ornamental fruit plant after reading the book —— Wild
Ornamental Fruit Plants from Yunnan. This book not only demonstrates to the public the rich resources of wild
ornamental fruit plants in Yunnan but also provides reliable information in terms of cultivation, protection and
research of wild ornamental fruit plants, which will further promote the research and wise utilization of those
plants in the province.

The authors of this book have long-term experienced in the exploration of wild plants resources and published
several books in this subject. Now they have compiled this book, with more than 500 well-selected color photos
and a wide variety of plant species in Yunnan. The entries of 501 species of 349 genera and 131 families in this
book have covered most wild ornamental fruit plants in the province. For each plant species, besides its color
illustration, the relevant information of Latin name, Chinese name, habit, geographical distribution, natural
habitat, and uses are well described. Generally speaking, it is so far one of best atlas and the first book about
wild ornamental fruit plants in Yunnan or even in China, with a relatively complete plant species, accurate
botanical identification, attractive illustration and concise description. However, I strongly hope that further
efforts can be made in the collection, preservation and research of wild ornamental fruit plants. And most
species will be cultivated in the relevant botanical gardens and parks for the public's appreciation and the
promotion of multiple uses. If so, a large area of barren mountains in Yunnan can be turn into ideal regions for
the cultivation of ornamental and useful fruit plants, which furthermore fully utilize and develop the resources

of wild ornamental fruit plants.

Wu Zhengyi (C. Y. Wu)
November 11, 2002
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