Thomas A.Bailey
David M.Kennedy

&
8
=
ks
-
5
9
A




7th Edition

Th
lemef'zcan

‘Pageant

A HISTORY OF THEREPUBLIC

Thomas A.Bailey
Stanford University

David M.Kennedy
it@fwniversity



Contents

1
New World Beginnings

1

Europe in the 16th Century. The search for a water route to the
East. Columbus and the early explorers. Native Americans.
Spanish America and rivalry with England. The beginnings of

English colonization. The Chesapeake region. The Southern
colonies.

2
Completing the Thirteen Colonies

20
The Puritan faith. Plymouth, Massachusetts Bay, and Rhode
Island Colonies. The New England Confederation, 1643—-1684.

The Dominion of New England, 1686—1689. The New England
mind. The Middle Colonies.

3
The Duel for North America

41
New France. Anglo-French colonial rivalries. Europe, America,
and the first “world wars.” The French and Indian War,

1754-1763. The ouster of France from North America, 1763. The
question of colonial union.

vii



viii Contents

4

Colonial Society on the Eve

of Revolution
59

Peopling the colonies. Immigrants and slaves.

The colonial social structure. Regional differences.

Earning a living. The Atlantic economy. The
“Great Awakening” of the 1730s. Education and
culture. Political patterns.

5
The Road to Revolution

81

The merits and menace of mercantilism. The
Stamp Act crisis, 1765. The Townshend Acts, 1767.
The Boston Tea Party, 1773. The “Intolerable Acts”
and the Continental Congress, 1774. Lexington,
Concord, and the gathering clouds of war, 1775.

6

America Secedes from the Empire

100

Early skirmishes, 1775. The Declaration of
Independence, 1776. The Loyalists. The fighting

fronts. The French Alliance, 1778. Yorktown, 1781.

The Peace of Paris, 1783.

7
The Confederation and the

Constitution
119

Political and economic changes. The Articles of
Confederation, 1781-1788. The Northwest
Ordinance, 1787. Shays’s Rebellion, 1786. The
Constitutional Convention, 1787. Ratifying the
Constitution, 1787-1790.

Launching the New Ship of State
140

Problems of the young Republic. The first
presidency, 1789-1793. Hamilton’s economic

policies. The Whiskey Rebellion, 1794. The
emergence of political parties.

9

Federalists and Foreign Friction
152

Foreign policy conflicts. Jay's Treaty, 1794.
President Adams keeps the peace. The Alien and
Sedition Acts, 1798. The Virginia and Kentucky
Resolutions, 1798-1799. Jefferson defeats the
Federalists, 1800.

10

The Triumph of Jeffersonian
Democracy

167

The Jefferson presidency. John Marshall and the
Supreme Court. Barbary pirates. The Louisiana

Purchase,1803. Anglo-French War. The Embargo,
1807-1809.

1

James Madison and the Second
War for Independence

184

Napoleon manipulates Madison. War Hawks and
the West. Invasion of Canada, 1812. The war at
sea. Triumph at New Orleans, 1815. Treaty of

Ghent, 1814. The Hartford Convention,
1814-1815. A new national identity.



12

The Post-War Upsurge of
Nationalism, 1815-1824

202

The Tariff of 1816. James Monroe and the Era of
Good Feelings. The Panic of 1819. The Missouri
Compromise, 1820. The Supreme Court under John
Marshall. Canada and Florida. The Monroe
Doctrine, 1823.

13
The Rise of Jacksonian Democracy
221

The spread of the suffrage. The “corrupt bargain”
of 1824. President John Quincy Adams. The
“Tariff of Abominations,” 1828. The “Jacksonian
Revolution,” 1828. The spoils system. The
Maysville Road veto, 1830. The Webster-Hayne
debate, 1830.

14
Jacksonian Democracy at Flood Tide
238

The South Carolina nullification crisis, 1832.
Jackson’s war on the Bank of the United States. The
removal of the Southeast Indians. Revolution in
Texas, 1835-1836. Martin Van Buren in the White
House. The depression of 1837. The Independent
Treasury. Harrison’s “log cabin” campaign, 1840.

Manifest Destiny in the Forties
256

“Tyler Too” becomes President, 1841. Fixing the
Maine boundary, 1842. The annexation of Texas,

1845. Oregon and California. James K. Polk, the
“dark horse” of 1844. War with Mexico, 1846—1848.

Contents ix

16

Shaping the National Economy,
1790-1860

274

The coming of the factory system. Capitalists and
workers. The ripening of commercial agriculture.
The transportation revolution. The emergence of a
continental economy. America and the Atlantic
economy. Clipper ships and the Pony Express.

17

Creating an American Characler,
1790-1860

293

Pioneer democracy. European immigration. The
Germans and the Irish. Religious revivals. The
Mormons. Educational advances. The changing
American family.

18

The Ferment of Reform and Culture,
1790-1860
313

Scientific achievements. Reform stirrings.
Temperance. Women's roles and women's rights.
Utopian experiments. Art and architecture.

A national literature.

19

The South and the Slavery
Controversy

329

The Cotton Kingdom. The white South. The black
South. The “peculiar institution.” Abolitionists.
The Southern response.



X Contents

20
Renewing the Sectional Struggle,
1848-1854

346

Popular sovereignty. Zachary Taylor and California
statehood. The Compromise of 1850. The Fugitive
Slave Law, 1850. President Pierce and expansion,
1853-1857. The Kansas-Nebraska Act, 1854.

21
Drifting Toward Disunion,

1854-1861

365

Abolitionist appeals to the North. The contest for
Kansas. The election of James Buchanan, 1856.
The Dred Scott case, 1857. The Panic of 1857. The
Lincoln-Douglas debates, 1858. John Brown'’s raid
on Harpers Ferry, 1859. Lincoln and Republican
victory, 1860. Secession.

22
The War for Southern Independence

387

The attack on Sumter, April 1861. The crucial
Border States. The threat of European
intervention. Southern and Northern assets. The
Emancipation Proclamation, 1863. Grant in the
West. Sherman in Georgia. Hammering the Army
of Virginia. Appomattox, 1865.

273
Behind the Lines: North and South

411

Friction with France and England. Men in
uniform. Financing the Blue and the Gray. The
economic impact of the war. Lincoln and cjvil
liberties. Wartime politics. The assassination of
Lincoln, 1865.

24
The Ordeal of Reconstruction
429

The defeated South. The freed slaves. Andrew
Johnson versus the Radical Republicans. Military
Reconstruction, 1867-1877. “Black
Reconstruction.” Impeachment. The legacy of
Reconstruction.

25
Politics in the Gilded Age,
1869-1889

453

U. S. Grant, soldier-president. Corruption and
reform in the post-Civil War era . The depression of
the 1870s. Political parties and partisans. The
compromise of 1877 and the end of Reconstruction,
Civil Service reform. Grover Cleveland and the
tariff.

26
Industry Comes of Age, 1865-1900

476

The railroad boom. Speculators and financiers.
Early efforts at government regulation. Lords of
industry. The New South. The laboring class.

27
New Social and Cultural Horizons,
1865-1900

498

Immigrants and nativists. The rise of the city.
Changes in the churches. Educational gains.

Black leaders: Washington and Du Bois. The “New
Woman” and the new morality. Reformers and
writers.



28

The Great West and the Agricultural
Revolution, 1865-1890

522

The conquest of the Indians. The mining and cattle
frontiers. Free lands and fraud. The
industrialization of agriculture. The Populist
protest,

29
The Revolt of the Debtor,
1889-1900

541

President Harrison and the “Billion-Dollar
Congress.” Cleveland regains the White House,
1892. The Panic of 1893. The Pullman strike,
1894, The Wilson-Gorman tariff, 1894. Bryan
versus McKinley, 1896.

30
The Path of Empire

359

Blaine and American expansion. Cleveland and the
Venezuelan boundary dispute, 1895-1896. The
explosion of the Maine, February 15, 1898. The
Spanish-American War, 1898. The liberation of
Cuba. Acquiring Hawaii (1898) and the Philippines
(1899).

America on the World Stage,
1899-1909

580

Crushing the Filipino insurrection. The Open Door
Notes, 1899. TR becomes President, 1901. The

Panama Canal. The “Roosevelt Corollary” to the

Monroe Doctrine, 1905. Roosevelt and the Far
East.

Contents xi

32

Progressivism and the Republican
Roosevelt

598

Muckrakers. The politics of progressivism.

Roosevelt, labor, and the trusts. Consumer
protection. Conservation. The Roosevelt legacy.

33

William Howard Taft and the
Progressive Revolt

617

The Payne-Aldrich Tariff, 1909. The
Ballinger-Pinchot conservation controversy, 1909.
Taft’s “Dollar Diplomacy.” TR breaks with Taft,
1912. The “Bull Moose” party, 1912. Wilson wins
the White House, 1912.

34

Woodrow Wilson and the
New Freedom
632

President Wilson. The Underwood Tariff, 1913.
The Federal Reserve Act, 1913. The Clayton
Anti-Trust Act, 1914. Wilson’s diplomacy in
Mexico.

35
The Road to World War |

649

War erupts in Europe, 1914. Germany, Britain, and
American neutrality. Submarine warfare. The
sinking of the Lusitania, May 1915. The campaign
for preparedness, 1916. “He Kept Us Out of War,”
1916. The U-boat forces Wilson's hand, 1917.



xii Contents

36
The War to End War, 1917-1918

667

Wilsonian idealism and the Fourteen Points.
Mobilizing factories and farms. Aiding the Allies
with dollars and “doughboys.” Propaganda and
civil liberties. The American Expeditionary Forces
in France.

37
Matking and Unmaking the Peace
686

The congressional elections of 1918. Wilson and
the Big Four at Paris. The League of Nations. The
Senate opposes the President’s treaty. Wilson's
collapse, 1919. The defeat of the Versailles Treaty.

38

Awmerican Life in the ‘Roaring Twenties”

701

The “Red Scare,” 1919-1920. Immigration
restriction, 1921-1924. Prohibition and
gangsterism. The emergence of a
mass-consumption economy. The automobile age.
Radio and the movies. Music and literature in the
“delirious decade.” The economic boom.

39
The Politics of Boom and Bust,
1920-1932

723

The Republicans return to power, 1921.
Disarmament and isolation. The Harding
scandals. Calvin Coolidge’s foreign policies. The
international debt snarl. Herbert Hoover, cautious
progressive. The Great Crash, 1929. Hoover and
the Great Depression.

40
The Great Depression and the
New Deal

749

The “Hundred Days,” 1933. The National Recovery
Administration, 1933-1935. The Agricultural
Adjustment Administration, 1933—-1936. The Social
Security Act, 1935, Gains for organized labor. The
election of 1936 and the “Roosevelt coalition.” The
Supreme Court fight, 1937.

41
Franklin D. Roosevelt and the
Shadow of War

774

Roosevelt’s early foreign policies. The Neutrality
Acts, 1935-1939. The destroyer-bases deal with
Britain, 1940. The Lend-Lease Act, 1941. The
Atlantic Charter, 1941. Pearl Harbor, December 7,
1941,

42
America in World War 1l

794

The home front. Turning the Japanese tide in the
Pacific, 1942. North Africa (1942) and Italy (1943).
D-Day in Normandy, June 6, 1944. Germany
surrenders, May 1945. The atomic bombing of
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, August 1945,

43
Harry S Truman and the Cold War

816

Truman takes command, 1945. Yalta (February
1945) and the post-war world. Creating the United
Nations. Origins of the Cold War. The Marshall
Plan and the Truman doctrine, 1947. Truman’s
triumph in 1948,



44

Korea and the Eisenhower Era
836

The Korean War, 1950-1953. The menace of
McCarthyism. Desegregating the South. John
Foster Dulles and the “New Look” foreign policy.
Eisenhower re-elected, 1956. Kennedy versus
Nixon, 1960.

45
The Stormy Sixties

857

The Kennedy spirit. The Bay of Pigs invasion
(1961) and the missile crisis (1962) in Cuba.
Kennedy assassinated, November 22, 1963. Lyndon
Baines Johnson and the “Great Society.” The black
revolution. The Vietnam disaster. The election of
Nixon, 1968.

46
The Rise and Fall of Richard Nixon

879

Nixon and the Supreme Court. Ending the Asian
war. Nixon trounces McGovern, 1972, Israelis,
Arabs, and oil. The Watergate trauma. Nixon
resigns, August 9, 1974.

47

The Carter Interlude and the Reagan
Revolution

903

Jimmy Carter’s diplomatic successes in Panama and
the Middle East. The sagging economy in the
seventies. Carter’s energy program. The Iranian
hostage crisis. The emergence of the “new right”

Contents xiii

and the election of Ronald Reagan. Budget battles
and tax cuts. Reagan'’s foreign policy in Europe,
the Middle East, and Central America. The “New
Federalism.”

48
The American People Since
World War Il



1

New World Beginnings

... For I shall yet live 10 see it [Virginia] an
Inglishe nation.

|

‘ SIrR WALTER RALEIGH, 1602

Planetary Perspectives

Several billion years ago that whirling speck of
dust known as the earth, fifth in size among the
planets, came into being. .

About six thousand years ago—only the day be-
fore yesterday geologically—recorded history of
the Western world began. Certain peoples of the
Middle East, developing a primitive culture, grad-
ually emerged from the haze of the past.

Nearly five hundred years ago—only yesterday—
the American continents were stumbled on by
Europeans. This epochal achievement, one of the
most dramatic in the chronicles of mankind,
opened breathtaking new vistas, and forever al-
tered the future of both the Old World and the
New.

The two new continents eventually brought
forth a score of sovereign republics. By tar the
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most influential of this brood—the United States—
was born a pygmy and grew to be a giant. It was
destined to leave a deep imprint upon the rest of
the world as a result of its refreshingly liberal
ideals, its revolutionary democratic experiment,
and its boundless opportunities for the common
folk of foreign lands. The enormous output of its
robust economy ultimately made it a decisive
weight in the world balance of power. Its achieve-
ments in science, technology, and culture shaped
people’s lives in every corner of this planet.

Fascinating though it is, the pageant of the
American people does not loom large on the time
chart of man’s known past. But the roots of the
United States reach down into the subsoil of the
formative colonial years more deeply than is com-
monly supposed.

4000 B.C. 4-8 B.C. 1607 1976 &

RECORDED JESUS
HISTORY BORN
BEGINS

VIRGINIA BICEN- 7
FOUNDED TENNIAL

The American Republic, which is still relatively
young when compared with the Old World, was
from the outset richly favored. It started from
scratch on a vast and virgin continent, which was
so sparsely peopled by Indians that they could
be eliminated or shouldered aside. Such a magnif-
icent opportunity for a great democratic experi-
ment may never come again, for no other huge,
fertile, and relatively uninhabited areas are left in
the temperate zones of this crowded planet.

1492 1607 1776 1945

169 years ——>

COLUMBUS VIRGINIA
DISCOVERY FOUNDED

INDEPENDENCE WORLD WAR I
DECLARED ENDS

Despite its marvelous development, the United
States will one day reach its peak, like Greece
and Rome. It will ultimately fall upon evil days,
as they did. But whatever uncertainties the future
may hold, the past at least is secure and will richly
repay examination.

Indirect Discoverers of the New World

The American continents were slow to yield their
virginity. The all-conquering Romans, a half cen-
tury after the birth of Christ, expanded their em-
pire northwestward as far as Britain. But for
nearly fifteen hundred years thereafter, the New
World lay unknown and unsuspected to Euro-
peans, awaiting its discoverers. It is true that
about the year A.p. 1000, blond-bearded Norsemen
from Scandinavia chanced upon the northeastern
shoulder of North America, at a place abounding
in wild grapes, which they named Vinland. But
their settlements were soon abandoned, and the
discovery was forgotten, except in Scandinavian
saga and song.

America was to be a child of Europe, not of
a specific country, such as England. One must
seek in the Old World that momentous chain of
events which led to a drive toward the Far East—
and a completely accidental discovery of the New
World.

Christian Crusaders must take high rank among
the indirect discoverers of America. Tens of thou-
sands of these European warriors, clad in shining
armor, invaded Palestine from the 11th to the 14th
Century. Whatever their true motives, they were
avowedly attempting to wrest the Holy Land from
the polluting hand of the Moslem infidel. Foiled
in their repeated assaults, these Christian soldiers
did manage to come into closer contact with the
exotic delights of Asia—delights already intro-
duced to Europe on a limited scale. European
“barbarians” learned more fully the value of
spices for spoiled and monotonous food; of silk
for rough skins; of drugs for aching flesh; of per-
fumes for unbathed bodies; and of colorful drap-
eries for gloomy castles.

But the luxuries of the Far East were almost too
expensive in Europe. They had to be transported
enormous distances from the Spice Islands (In-
donesia), China, and India, in creaking ships and
on swaying camel back, to the ports of the eastern
Mediterranean. Moslem middlemen exacted a
heavy toll en route. By the time the strange-
smelling goods reached the Italian merchants at



Venice and Genoa, they were so costly that pur-
chasers and profits alike were narrowly limited.
Consumers and distributors of Western Europe
were naturally eager to find a less costly route to
the riches of Eastern Asia—one that would also
break the monopoly of the Italian cities.

European appetites were further whetted when
foot-loose Marco Polo, an Italian adventurer, re-
turned to Europe in 1295, after a stay of nearly
twenty years in China. Several years later, while a
war prisoner, he dictated a classic account of his
travels. He too must be regarded as an indirect
discoverer of the New World, for his book, with
its descriptions of rose-tinted pearls and golden
pagodas, stimulated European desires for a
cheaper route to the treasures of the Indies.

An urge to find a shortcut waterway to Eastern
Asia was strong, but success awaited new hori-
zons and new facilities. Fortunately the Renais-
sance, which dawned in the 14th Century, shot
hopeful rays of light through the mists of the Mid-
dle Ages. Better maps reduced superstitious fears
of the unknown. The mariner’s compass, possibly
borrowed from the Arabs, eliminated some of the
uncertainties of navigation. Printing presses, in-
troduced about 1450, facilitated the spread of
scientific knowledge. An atmosphere of rebirth
also accompanied the Renaissance and created
a healthy spirit of optimism, self-reliance, and
venturesomeness.

Early Travelers and Explorers 3

THE WORLD KNOWN TO
EUROPE, 1492

Portuguese Pathfinders

As the kings gradually subordinated the nobles,
the modern national state emerged in Western
Europe from the feudalism of the Middle Ages.
This new type of government alone had the unity,
power, and resources to shoulder the formidable
tasks of discovery, conquest, and colonization.
The first nations to unite were the first to flour-
ish as colonial empire builders—Portugal, Spain,
England, France, and the Netherlands. Those
countries that did not achieve unity until the 19th
Century, notably Germany and [taly, were left
with crumbs dropped by the early feasters.
Little Portugal took the lead in discovering what
came to be the coveted water route to the Indies.
A courageous band of Portuguese navigators,
edging cautiously down the pistol-handle coast of
Africa, pushed southeasterly in the general direc-
tion of Asia. In 1488, four years before Colum-
bus chanced upon America, Bartholomeu Diaz
rounded the southernmost tip of the Dark Contin-
ent. Complete success crowned Portuguese efforts
in 1498 when Vasco da Gama finally reached
India (hence the name “Indies,” given to all the
mysterious lands of the Orient). He coaxed few
jewels and spices from the natives, but later Voy-
agers reaped lush profits from this treasure trove.
Portuguese empire builders ultimately estab-
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lished flourishing trading stations in India, Africa,
China, and the East Indies. Immense wealth
flowed to European coffers from these varied
ventures. In turn, the ballooning prices of Asian
products collapsed, and the monopolistic grip of
the Italian commercial cities was broken.

Brazil, by sheer accident, was unveiled in 1500.
An India-bound Portuguese navigator, Pedro Ca-
bral, touched upon the giant bulge of South Amer-
ica eight years after the first voyage of Columbus.
Portugal subsequently erected a huge empire in
the Brazilian wilderness. But the net return from
this New World outpost was only a small fraction
of the profits that the Portuguese garnered from
exploiting their water route to the riches of the
Indies.

Columbus Stumbles Upon a New World

The Kingdom of Spain became united—an event
pregnant with destiny—late in the 15th Century.
This new unity resulted primarily from the mar-
riage of two sovereigns, Ferdinand and Isabella,

and from the brutal expulsion of the “infidel”
Moslem Moors. Glorying in their new strength, the
Spaniards were eager to outstrip their Portuguese

rivals in the race for the fabled Indies.
Christopher Columbus, a skilled Italian seaman,

now stepped upon the stage of history. A man of
vision, energy, resourcefulness, and courage, he
finally managed, after heartbreaking delays, to
gain the ear of the Spanish rulers. Like all of his
informed contemporaries, he was convinced that
the world was round. Then why not find the way
to East Asia by sailing directly westward into the
darkness of the Atlantic, instead of eastward for
unnecessary miles around Africa?

The Spanish monarchs at last decided to gam-
ble on the persistent mariner. They helped outfit
him with three tiny but seaworthy ships, manned
by a motley crew. Daringly, he spread the sails of
his cockleshell craft. Winds were friendly and
progress was rapid, but the superstitious sailors,
fearful of sailing over the edge of the world, grew
increasingly mutinous. Nearly six long weeks
passed and failure loomed ahead when, on Octo-



ber 12, 1492, land was sighted—an island in the
Bahamas. A new world thus swam within the vi-
sion of Europeans.

Columbus’s sensational achievement has ob-
scured the fact that he was one of the most suc-
cessful failures of history. Seeking a new water
route to the fabled Indies of the East, he had in
fact bumped into an enormous land barrier
blocking the ocean pathway. For decades there-
after explorers strove to get through it—or around
it. The truth gradually dawned that sprawling new
continents had been discovered. Yet Columbus
stubbornly maintained until his death in 1506 that
he had skirted the rim of the “Indies.” So certain
was he that he called the near-naked natives “In-
dians,” a gross geographical misnomer that some-
how stuck.

Ironically, the remote ancestors of these Native
Americans were the true discoverers of America.
Some 10,000 to 20,000 years earlier they had ven-
tured across the narrow waters from Asia to what
is now Alaska. From there they roamed slowly
southward as far as South America. Over the cen-
turies they had split into hundreds of tribes and
language groups. Some of these aboriginal peoples
had evolved stunning civilizations. Incas in Peru,
Aztecs in Mexico, and Mayans in Central America

Colombian Discoveries and After 5

developed advanced agricultural practices, based
on the cultivation of corn (a gift from the Indians
to the Old World), that supported populations of
millions. They erected bustling, elaborately carved
stone cities, rivaling in size those of contemporary
medieval Europe. They carried on far-flung com-
merce, studied mathematics, and made strikingly
accurate astronomical observations.

Indian life in North America was cruder,
though high levels of cultural development were
found among the Pueblos in the Southwest, the
Creeks in the Southeast, and the Iroquois in the
Northeast. Most native settlements were small,
scattered, and often impermanent. So thinly spread
across the land was the North American Indian
population that large areas were virtually unin-
habited, with whispering, primeval forests and
sparkling, virgin waters. Perhaps one million In-
dians dwelled in all of the present-day United
States at the time of Columbus’s discovery. They
ate corn, fish, wild game, nuts, and berries. Private
property, especially private landholding, was a
concept almost unknown to the Indians until the
white Europeans moved in on them. Political
organization was equally unfamiliar; loose, inde-
pendent tribal structures served the Indians well
until they clashed with the powerful governments

OJIBWA

NORTH AMERICAN INDIAN
TRIBES AT THE TIME OF
EUROPEAN COLONIZATION
This map illustrates the great
diversity of the Indian popula-
tion—and suggests the inappro-
priateness of identifying all the
Native American peoples with
the single label “Indian.”” The
more than 200 tribes were
deeply divided by geography,
language, and life-styie.
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Spain, Portugal, France, and England
reaped the greatest advantages from the
New World, but much of the earliest
exploration was done by ltalians, notably
Christopher Columbus of Genoa. John
Cabot, another native of Genoa (his
original name was Giovanni Caboto),
sailed for England’s King Henry VII.
Giovanni da Verrazano was a Florentine
employed by France.
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of the whites. Europeans encountered only a
handful of Indian institutions larger than the tribal
unit, such as the Iroquois Confederacy in the re-
gion of present-day New York, and the Powhatan
Confederacy in Virginia.

The Spanish Conquistadores

Gradually the realization sank in that the Ameri-
can continents held rich prizes of their own—
especially the glittering gold of the advanced In-
dian civilizations in the southern continent. Spain
secured its claim to Columbus’s discoveries in the
Treaty of Tordesillas (1494), dividing with Portugal
the “heathen lands” of the New World. The lion’s
share went to Spain, but Portugal received com-
pensating territory in Africa and Asia, and also title
to lands that would one day be Brazil.

Spain now became the dominant exploring and
colonizing power in the 1500s. Love of God joined
with the lure of gold in spurring the Spaniards on,
as zealous priests sought to convert the pagan na-
tives to Catholic Christianity. On Spain’s long ros-
ter of heroic deeds two spectacular exploits must

be headlined. Vasco Nufiez Balboa, hailed as the
discoverer of the Pacific Ocean, waded into the
foaming waves off Panama in 1513 and claimed for
his King all the lands washed by that sea! Ferd-
inand Magellan started from Spain in 1519 with
five tiny ships. After discovering the storm-lashed
strait off South America that bears his name, he
was slain by the natives in the Philippines, but his
one remaining vessel creakily completed the first
circumnavigation of the globe in 1522.
Exploratory beginnings were launched by other
adventuresome Spaniards in what was destined to
be the United States. In 1513 Juan Ponce de
Leon discovered Florida, which he thought an
island. Debauched by high living, he was seek-
ing the mythical Fountain of Youth. He found in-
stead death—from an Indian arrow. Francisco
Coronado, in quest of golden cities that turned
out to be primitive pueblos, wandered in 1540-
1542 with a clanking cavalcade through Arizona
and New Mexico as far east as Kansas. His ex-
pedition discovered en route two impressive natu-
ral wonders: the Grand Canyon of the Colorado
and enormous herds of buffalo (bison).
Hernando de Soto, with six hundred armor-



Typical Spanish Conquistador.
By Frederic Remington, artist of the West.

plated men, undertook a fantastic gold-seeking
expedition during 1539-1542. Floundering through
marshes and pine barrens, from Florida westward,
he discovered and crossed the majestic Mississippi
north of the Arkansas River. After cruelly misusing
the Indians with iron collars and fierce dogs, he at
length died of fever and wounds. His remains
were secretly buried at night in the Mississippi,

Spanish Explorers and Conquerors 7

lest the Indians abuse the dead body of their
abuser.

All these meanderings had little impact upon
the events that gave birth to the United States,
with two noteworthy exceptions. Hernando Cor-
tés, with seven hundred men and eighteen horses
(which awed the horseless natives), tore open the
coffers of the Mexican Aztecs in 1519-1521. Fran-
cisco Pizarro, an iron-fisted conqueror, crushed
the Peruvian Incas in 1532, and added another
incredible hoard of gold and silver to the loot from
Mexico. The Spanish invaders not only robbed the
Indians, but subsequently enslaved them and put
them to work digging up precious metals. By 1600,
Spain was swimming in New World silver, mostly
from the fabulously rich mines at Potosi, Peru.

The Spanish conquerors (conquistadores), curi-
ously enough, were indirect founding fathers of
the United States. Their phenomenal success ex-
cited the envy of Englishmen, and helped spur
some of the early attempts at colonization. More-
over, the dumping of the enormous Indian trea-
sure chests upon Europe inflated the currency
and drove prices upward. The pinch further dis-
tressed underpaid English toilers, many of whom
in turn were later driven to the New World. There,

¢ossse Balboa, 1513
4= = Ponce de Ledn, 1513
== Cortés, 1519

€ ===Dizarro, 1531-1533
&= —De Soto, 1539-1542
&——Coronado, 1540-1542

PRINCIPAL SPANISH
EXPLORATIONS AND CONQUESTS

Note that Coronado traversed northern
Texas and Oklahoma. In present-day
eastern Kansas he found, instead of the
great golden city he sought, a drab en-
campment, probably of Wichita Indians.
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ironically, they challenged Spanish supremacy.

These plunderings by the Spaniards unfortu-
nately obscured their substantial colonial achieve-
ments, and helped give birth to the “Black Leg-
end.” This false concept meant that the conquerors
merely tortured and butchered the Indians (“kill-
ing for Christ”), stole their gold, infected them with
smallpox, and left little but misery behind. The
Spanish invader did kill thousands of natives and
exploit the rest, but he intermarried with them as
well, creating a distinctive South American culture
of mestizos—people of mixed Indian and European
heritage. He erected a colossal empire, sprawling
from California and the Floridas to Tierra del
Fuego. He transplanted and engrafted his culture,
laws, religion, and language, and laid the founda-
tions for a score of Spanish-speaking nations.

The bare statistics of Spain’s colonial empire are
alone impressive. By 1574, thirty-three years be-
fore the first primitive English shelters in Virginia,
there were about two hundred Spanish cities and
towns in North and South America. A total of

160,000 Spanish inhabitants, mostly men, had sub-
jugated some 5 million Indians—all in the name of
the gentle Jesus. Majestic cathedrals dotted the
land, printing presses were turning out books, and
literary prizes were being awarded. Two distin-
guished universities were chartered in 1551, one
at Mexico City and the other at Lima, Peru. Both
of them antedated Harvard, the first college estab-
lished in the English colonies, by eighty-five years.

It is clear that the Spaniards, who had more
than a century’s head start over the English, were
genuine empire builders in the New World. As
compared with their Anglo-Saxon rivals, their
colonial establishment was larger and richer, and
it lasted more than a quarter of a century longer.

The Gilbert and Raleigh Fiascos

Feeble indeed were the cfforts of England in the
1500s to compete with the sprawling Spanish em-
pire. Sir Humphrey Gilbert tried to plant a colony

North Carolina Indians “Sitting at
Meate.” Painted by John White, a
member of Sir Walter Raleigh’s sec-
ond expedition, 1585. Indians such
as these may have absorbed the
more than one hundred “‘lost
colonists” from Sir Walter Raleigh’s
ill-starred venture on Roanoke
Island. In one nearby county of
present-day North Carolina, blue-
eyed and fair-haired characteristics
have persisted among the Indians,
along with Elizabethan words and the
family names of forty-one Roanoke
colonists. (Library of Congress.)



