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Scope of Topic: This article discusses the nature and powers of the United States
Government in general. The discussion includes the creation, authority, and
general extent of powers of the legislative, executive, and judicial branches of the
government; general principles relating to the contracts, property, and fiscal affairs
of the Federal Government; liability of the United States, generally; as well as
claims and actions by and against the United States.

Treated elsewhere are federal governmental bodies and agencies other than the courts
and legislature, including their creation, membership, and liabilities, as well as
administrative and court review of their actions (see 1 Am Jur 2d, ADMINISTRATIVE
Law); United States Ambassadors, envoys, and diplomatic personnel (see 4 Am Jur
2d, AMBAsSSADORsS AND CoONsULS); assignment of contracts with or claims against
the Federal Government (see 6 Am Jur 2d, AssiGNMENTS §§ 70-75); the Atomic
Energy Commission (see 6 Am Jur 2d, Atomic ENERGY); the United States
Attorney General (see 7 Am Jur 2d, ATTORNEY GENERAL); constitutional powers of
the federal and state governments, as well as the separation thereof (see 16 Am
Jur 2d, ConsTrTUTIONAL LAW); creation and jurisdiction of the federal and state
court systems (see 20 Am Jur 2d, Courrts); government of the District of
Columbia, with the organization and jurisdiction of its courts (see 24 Am Jur 2d,
DisTrICT OF COLUMBIA); apportionment, qualification of electors, political parties,
nominations, and conduct of elections (see 25 Am Jur 2d, ELECTIONS); authority of
Federal Government in eminent domain (see 26 Am Jur 2d, EMINENT DoMAIN
§§ 10-12); all matters dealing with the federal court system, including its structure
(see 32 Am Jur 2d, Federal Practice and Procedure) and jurisdiction of the Court
of Claims over money claims against the United States (see 32 Am Jur 2d,
FEDERAL PRACTICE AND PROCEDURE §§ 428-441); federal taxation (see 33 Am Jur
2d, FEDERAL TaxaTiON); liability of the United States under the Federal Tort
Claims Act (see 35 Am Jur 2d, FEDErRAL TorT CrLamMs Act); the flag (see 35 Am
Jur 2d, Flag) and seal (see 68 Am Jur 2d, SeaLs) oF THE UNITED STATES; federal
corporations (see 36 Am Jur 2d, FOREiGN CORPORATIONS); powers and duties of
the Federal Government with regard to Indians (see 41 Am Jur 2d, INDI1ANS); the
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Armed Forces of the United States, including the Secretary of Defense and the
various branches of the military (see 53 Am Jur 2d, MiLiTARY, AND CIviL DEFENSE);
the Post Office (see 62 Am Jur 2d, Post OFFICE); the general (i)rinciples and
aspects of public funds, including their purposes, appropriation, and recovery (see
63 Am Jur 2d, PusLic Funps); the public lands of the United States, including also
the Secretary of the Interior, the Bureau of Land Management, and the Land
Department (see 63 Am Jur 2d, PusLic LaNDs); general aspects of the law relating
to public officers, boards, and commissions, including the office itself, acquisition
thereof, and its powers, duties, liabilities, and compensation (see 63 Am Jur 2d,
PusLic OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES); public securities and obligations of the United
States, including matters relating to nature, form, issuance, purposes, disposition,
redemption, payment, and enforcement thereof (see 64 Am Jur 2d, PusLic
SEcurITIES AND OBLIGATIONS); contracts for construction, work, and materials or
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Jur 2d, PusLic Works AND CONTRACTS); sedition (see 70 Am Jur 2d, SEpITION,
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StatuTEs); power of the Federal Government with regard to the making and
enforcement of treaties (see 74 Am Jur 2d, TREATIES); and the war powers of the
Federal Government (see Am Jur, WAR (Ist ed §§ 14 et seq.)).
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