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Do you know?

* Who is Santa Claus?
e What should you bring if you go to Thailand in
mid-April? |

* When is the Dragon Boat Festival? J

* What do people in Canada and the US usually
eat for Thanksgiving dinner?

* What happened in Paris on July 14th, 17897

* When is Queen Elizabeth’s real birthday?

¢ \Where are the two famous carnivals?

Read this book and find the answers to these and |
other questions. Learn about festivals around the

world. They’re amazing!
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Seasonal Festivals

Merry Christmas

Christmas is one of the most

important festivals in the West.
Christmas Day is on December
25th, but for many people, the
holiday season is the wholem
month of December. They are

busy buying presents,

nding Christmas cards,

\

5~ NOTES
lights and putting up the the West I 5 E xR
Christmas tree. decorate / 'dekorert / #41

decorating their houses with




Seasonal Festivals

Then on Christmas

Eve, the night before
Christmas Day, some
people go to church

at midnight. For

young children, th

most exciting part IS,

__of course, waiting

for Santa Claus to
come and put
presents under the

tree.

Family friends sometimes
dress up and play the part
of Santa.

NOTES

Christmas Eve / krismas 'i:v / 2T HI&R
Santa Claus / 'senta klo:z / ZiEE A




Seasonal Festivals

Food is another important part
of Christmas. People usually
have a big dinner with their
relatives during December and
another big dinner with their

own family members on

Christmas Day. These are very

large meals, often with turkey In between meals, we
eat snacks and candy.
and ham. | love Christmas.

relative / 'relotiv/ 3£H, ¥E
turkey / 'ta:ki / K 3G
ham / hem / X fi&




Seasonal Festivals

Adults sometimes help children make gingerbread
houses. Later, everyone can eat

them.

These houses are made of
gingerbread cookies, sweets, icing

and candy canes. Make sure you

use the right kind of icing. If not,
your house might fall apart!

S NOTES

gingerbread / 'dzindzabred / Z 13
icing / 'aisin / $&%8

candy cane FER#&

fall apart #3158
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For most people in the world, the new year begins on
January 1st, but celebrations around the world
usually start before midnight on December 31st, New
Year’s Eve. In New York City, Times Square is the
place to be on New @

Year’s Eve.

NOTES

celebration / sela'bre1fan / K¥LESD, -
FRE8

midnight / ‘midnart / &

Times Square B 17
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Seasonal Festivals

All over the world,
people gather to
drink, dance and
celebrate until very

early in the morning

of the new year.

In Sydney, the best views
are from boats near the
Sydney Opera House.

NOTES

gather / 'gada /| REE
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Spring Festival is the Chinese
New Year. It starts on the first
day of the lunar year. This day
changes every year but it's

always between mid-January and mid-February.
Spring Festival ends after 15 days with the Lantern

Festival.
People usually start preparing two

weeks before Chinese New Year Day
so the holiday lasts about a month.

NOTES

lunar / 'lu:na* / year BB &
Lantern / 'lntan / Festival

THET




Seasonal Festivals

If you go to a Southeast
Asian country, like
Thailand, in mid-April,
bring a raincoat and a
bucket. The Water
Festival celebrates
the new year and

the end of the dry
season. Peoplé
throw water at each
other in the street.

They throw water at
anyone nearby!

NOTES

Thailand / 'tarlend / & E
raincoat / 'remkaut / FRAK
bucket / 'bakit / 7KA&




