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Intro/duc»tio,n

ABOUT THE BOOK

This is the fourth book in the A Listening Course series. It has four sections in each of the 16 units:
Tactics for Listening, Listening Comprehension, News, and Supplementary Exercises.

HOW TO USE THE BOOK

Tactics for Listening

Building on the skills developed in the earlier books in the series, Book Four presents a challenging
exercise for learners: LISTENING AND TRANSLATION.

The exercise is for integrated listening skills training with the focus on the global understanding
of the sentences. The exercise is graded — from simple, short sentences to complex, long ones.

There are several listening strategies needed for this exercise. First, of course, is the knowi-
edge of vocabulary and background information about the topic. There are not many new words in
this exercise, but the students should make sure théy know these words well. The teacher should
also explain the meaning of the new words if they find any and provide background information if
necessary. Second, the students should be able to understand the structure of the sentences. Some-
times in a long, complex sentence, the students cannot distinguish the main clause from the subor-
dinate sentence, or.cannot tell what the subject of the sentence is, what the main verb is, or what the
adverbial phrase is. Thus they misunderstand the meaning of the sentence. The students may take
notes if necessary.

Listening Comprehension

LISTENING COMPREHENSION contains different types of listening materials — dialogues, pas-
sages and news. Exercises are designed for different purposes, such as listening for gist, identifying
specific information, listening for factual details, and making inferences.

In real life we have the situation to help us understand the gist of a speech or conversation. But
in class, when the students are exposed to the listening material, they don’t have the real-life situa-
tion to help them. This makes it extremely difficult for them to predict what they are going to hear,
and use their previous knowledge to make sense of it,

Therefore, in a listening class there should be a kind of tune-in exercise so that the students
know what to expect. This kind of preparatory work is generally described as PRE-LISTENING.

The discussion of the PRE-LISTENING question can elicit preparatory reading and discussion
from the students. Students can use various sources to get the information needed for the discussion.



. [V . Introduction

Information-sharing is helpful in language learning.

In SENTENCE DICTATIQN, the students are required to write down sentences taken from
the passage. This serves as both note-taking exercise and short-term memory training. It also gives
the students some clues about the passage. Understanding the meaning of the sentences is key to
understanding the passage. So the teacher should give some explanations if the students have diffi-
culty understanding these sentences.

As the students should be at an upper-intermediate level at this stage, a wider range of topics
and types of listening materials are provided, including topics of general interest and scientific
descriptions.

One of the underlying ideas of this book is that listening is an active process, which employs a
variety of active “strategies,” such as predicting, using the known to understand the unknown,
inferring, distinguishing the important information from the unimportant, etc. Actually, these are
strategies students always use in their native language environment, and now they have to learn to
use them in their second language listening.

The AFTER-LISTENING DISCUSSION is also very important. In this part, there are usually
two questions. One is related to the material the students have heard, the other asks about students’
own experiences or opinions.

As we see, listening is an integral part of language learning and a crucial way of getting
information. The AFTER-LISTENING DISCUSSION provides a valuable opportunity for students
to use English to express what they have learned from the material, as well as their own experiences
and opinions.

The teacher may ask the students to go over these questions before class.

News

In this section, the students will listen to news on various subjects — from politics and the economy,
to culture and science. One big barrier to understanding news is students’ lack of background
knowledge of the news. Therefore, we suggest that students read newspapers and become more
familiar with the world’s hot issues and current events. We also provide the students with necessary
background information and important vocabulary that will help them to understand the news.

One of the problems we have found in news listening exercises is that the students pay too much
attention to the information related to the exercises and neglect the main idea of the news. That is why
we put the news summary exercise first. The students are supposed to use the strategies in Section
One to get the main idea. We believe this will help them to understand the news item better.

Supplementary Exercises

This section contains a feature news report and a more difficult passage, which are designed to
challenge the students’ listening comprehension. This section may also be used as an after-class
exercise.

Shi Xinyuan
General Editor
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