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Dr. Poujian Chen started photography in
his spare time since 1980s with his footprints
left on many famous mountains, lakes, prairies,
deserts, and Gobies. The magnificent natural
landscapes, gorgeous social phenomenon, as
well as immensely varied national features in-
spired him to explore into the world civilization
by means of artistic expressions from multi-

angles and aspects.

Dr. Poujian Chen is the Chairman & C. E. O. of
Tianan Insurance Company Limited of China.
He is also Executive Director of Chinese Insur-
ance Association and Chinese Insurance Insti-
tute, Visiting professor of Boston University,
Ph. D. Tutor of Tongji University, as well as
Guest Professor in Xi'an Jiaotong University

and Zhongnan University of Economics & Law.



Having been living in Shanghai for more than 12 years, | am
amazed at the ever-changing phenomenon in the city and
often get indulged in ponderation upon her history. The longer
I live in Shanghai and the more | learn about her, the more
fascinated | become.

Notwithstanding the fact that Shanghai as a city is only a little
more than 100 years old, it is the epitome of the contemporary
Chinese history. It was from Shanghai that modern western
civilization rushed into China, it was in Shanghai that the
earliest Chinese national industry emerged and the earliest
modern commercial bank was established. The founding of
the Chinese Communist Party is the most influential event in
contemporary China, and it was from Shanghai that the Party
expanded to the whole country and founded the People's
Republic of China in 1949. Being the driving power for the
Chinese and global economies, today Shanghai has grown
into an energetic world famous metropolis.

Shanghai is very Chinese. Walking along the roads into
Shikumen Buildings or across Nongtangs, we could see that
the traditional Chinese civilization of more than 5000 years
has been well preserved.

However, Shanghai is also very international. Judging the city
to be integration of western and eastern cultures simply from
the exotic buildings would appear to be too superficial. The
crystallization based on assimilation of western and eastern
civilizations presents to the world unique Shanghai features.

As a new Shanghainese, | have been thinking that Shanghai
represents China's future direction, which intergrates different
cultures through communications and then sublimates to a
new height.

Mr. Dwight D. Eisenhower, the 34" President of the United
States, once said to the gist that greater understanding
among nations contribute to the peace and progress of all
countries and all people. Mr. Jintao Hu, the Chinese President
said in his congratulation letter to the Chinese Culture Festival
that culture is a window exhibiting a nation's culture & spirits,
and cultural communications function as a bridge to under-
standing and friendship between different nations. Shanghai
with her history and development has completely proved
these.

It was based on this thought that | wished to explore, seek,
and record the changes and development of Shanghai
through lenses in order to further understand Shanghai and
probe into how eastern and western civilizations have deeply
influenced the city, and how the development of a city could in
return help the integration of eastern and western civilizations.

Except those photos with the names of photographers noted, |
took the rest in my spare time. During this process, | have
obtained great help and support from my colleagues including
Mr. Zaixing Wu, Mr. Chengrong Zhang, Mr. Yongsheng Song,
Ms. Jin Ma, Mr. Yanshuo Yang, Ms. Fang Guo, Mr. Shulai
Wei, and Mr. Derong Yang. | gratefully acknowledge the con-
tribution of them because frankly speaking, the book would
never have been completed without their encouragement
and assistance.

| am grateful to my wife Hong Xie and my son Jerry because
they accompanied me throughout the process, my wife provid-
ing me inspiration with her fine artistic talent, and my son add-
ing to this with a little child's interests.

My gratefulness also goes to all my colleagues and friends
who care about the publication of this book.
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August, 2006 in Shanghai
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The Clock Tower on the Bund has witnessed the vicissitudes
of Shanghai in more than 100 years and is marking every
moment of the city's contemporary development.
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When the West
Meets the East

A Shanghai

When dusk falls and lights are lit, dozens of buildings on the Bund are indulged in the sea of light just

like a crystal palace. Gazing at the scenery from distance, the whole Bund is dazzling and
overwhelming like a grandiose symphonic epic.
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