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PREFACE

This book has been written for students undertaking legal studies at undergraduate
level and those pursuing similar courses which include constitutional and administrative
law as a core component (e.g. the Postgraduate Diploma in Law). It is based on over
twenty-five years’ experience of teaching the subject at A-level, on undergraduate pro-
grammes and on postgraduate courses. Particular attention has been paid to the views of
students concerning the strengths and weaknesses of existing textbooks in this discipline.

No attempt has been made to produce an exhaustive reference book covering all
those issues which might conceivably fall within the boundaries of the subject. Rather the
book concentrates on those topics which form the essential core of most constitutional and
administrative law syllabi currently taught in further and higher education institutions.

Recent years have witnessed many significant changes to the law and practice of
the British constitution. Detailed comment on these changes has been included
notwithstanding that in some contexts, e.g. the House of Lords, the process of change
is not yet complete. Hence, in addition to parliamentary reform, extensive coverage is
given to such further innovations as the creation of regional assemblies for Scotland,
Wales and Northern Ireland, developments within the European Union, changes to
electoral law, the enactment and application of the Human Rights Act 1998 and the
granting of even greater powers to the executive to deal with crime and terrorism.

As with most law books many of the legal principles included are explained by ref-
erence to particular judicial decisions. The approach taken here has been to discuss
those cases which illustrate the principles in issue most clearly or those which exem-
plify their most recent application.

Constitutional and administrative law cannot be fully understood without reference
to the nation’s political history and its social and cultural development. The subject is
also of great topical interest and is in a constant process of change and adjustment
with many of its principles and cases resulting from, or relating to, recent political
controversies. Hence, while every attempt has been made to explain the necessary
principles as precisely and succinctly as possible, it has also been the author’s intention
to do so in a way which places these in their contextual framework. This approach
gives some insight into the relationship between the subject and those political, histor-
ical and cultural factors which have influenced and shaped its nature and content.

The author is greatly indebted to all those who have helped in the book’s compilation
and production. Particular thanks are due to Mrs Linda Cork, and Mrs Gaynor Breach,
administrative assistants at Manchester Metropolitan University, and to Mrs Loraine May
of Power X Ltd, Sale, Manchester. The author would also like to express belated thanks
to Mr R H Buckley, one-time Principal Lecturer in Law at Manchester Metropolitan
University, for all his help and advice over the years and for first exciting the author’s
interest in the subject. Thanks are also due to Mr Pat Bond of Pearson Education for his
patience, support and understanding while the book was being written.

Alex Carroll
November 2001
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www.booksites.net/fsls to find valuable teaching and learning material including:
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o Study material designed to help you improve your results
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