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PREFACE

This compilation of the texts of the diplomatic and consular laws and
regulations of various countries, has been made in connection with the work
of the Research in International Law conducted under the auspices of the
Faculty of the Harvard Law School. The preparation of draft conventions
with a view to the codification of the law as to Diplomatic Privileges and Im-
munities and the Legal Status and Functions of Consuls, seemed to necessi-
tate an assembling of the texts of the various laws and regulations. These
texts were not available; indeed, no collection of such texts seems to have
been published, with the exception of the Réglements consulaires des princi-
paux Etats maritimes de I’ Europe et de I’ Amérique, edited by Baron Ferdinand
de Cussy, and published at Leipzig in 1851. Too frequently writers on these
subjects have contented themselves with references to the laws of a few states
only. After the texts had been assembled for the work of the Research in
International Law, it was decided to publish them in the hope that an up-to-
date collection might fill a need not only in connection with any attempted
codification, but also in connection with the current activities of diplomats
and consuls and in connection with the work of jurists and publicists.

The texts collected are so voluminous that their preparation for publica-
tion has necessitated a large amount of selection. Two general divisions
have been made with respect to each state: (1) the organization of its own
diplomatic and consular services; (2) the laws relating to diplomats and con-
suls sent by other states. Under (1), an attempt has been made to set
forth the outlines of the organization of the services, particularly as regards
recruitment and classification; details in regard to salaries, leaves of ab-
sence, consular fees, office management, and similar matters have been re-
duced to a minimum; provisions in regard to functions, on the other hand,
have generally been given in extenso. Under (2), provisions relating to the
status of foreign diplomatic officers and consuls have been reproduced in full,
except for the omission of some details of ceremonial. In some cases, official
memoranda which contain résumés of administration and application of the
laws have been included.

Texts of many of the laws and regulations were procured for the Research
in International Law by the Department of State of the United States. So
far as possible, these have been checked and supplemented by texts appear-
ing in official publications of laws and regulations. The translations have
given considerable difficulty; some of them were made under the editors’ di-
rection, and in other cases the source of the translation has been indicated.

Acknowledgment is made of the assistance received from numerous For-
eign Offices and diplomatic missions. The Department of State of the

vii



viii PREFACE

United States has cooperated with the editors very generously, and special
acknowledgment must be made for its permission to reproduce portions of
the Instructions to Diplomatic Officers which have not heretofore been pub-
lished. The editors wish to thank more particularly Mr. Herbert C.
Hengstler, of the Department of State, for his counsel and assistance at every
stage of their work. The assistance in making the translations and in the
preparation of the texts for publication has been made possible by a grant
from the Bureau of International Research of Harvard University and Rad-
cliffe College.

A. H. FELLER

ManLEY O. HupsoN

February 1, 1933.
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