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Culture and Customs

Part A Listening Activities

@Step One Directional Listening Wh-questions

@ Exercise with Key

Directions: You will hear ten short conversations. At the end of each
conversation, a question will be asked about what was said.
For each question, there are four possible answers and you
should decide which one is the best.

1. W: You are looking a little overwhelmed.
M: No wonder I got a million things to do and all of them have to be finished in the next
twenty minutes.
Q: What does the man mean?
A. He is busy, but he's making a lot of money.
B. He has too much to do in too little time.
C. He knows things will be better in a few minutes.
- D. He is having a wonderful time doing lots of things.
2. M: Our basketball team won every game so far.
W: Isn't that because of the new coach?
Q: What does the woman imply?
A. The team has to travel far for the next game.
B. The new coach has been very effective.

C. The new coach doesn't know the team very well.




D. The team shouldn't recruit any more players.

3. W: Were there a lot of people at the concert last night?

M: It was pretty crowded. Some people were standing in the aisles.

Q: What does the man mean?

A. The concert was very well attended.
B. The crowd didn't behave very well.
C. The only good seats were near the right aisle.

D. Not many people went on such a cloudy night.

4. M: Do you have any idea what this notice is about?

W: I am as much in the dark as you are!

Q: What does the woman mean?

A. She doesn't understand it either.

B. She can't see the writing on the board.
C. She thinks the room is too dark.

D. She didn't really notice the mark.

5. W: I thought you were planning to take that psychology course at the graduate school.
M: I was, but I spoke with Dean Johnson and she talked me out of it.
Q: What did Dean Johnson do?

A. She gave a lecture to the psychology class.

B. She advised the man to see a psychologist.

C. She convinced the man not to take the course.

D. She convinced the man to apply to graduate school.

6. W: Has the school ever closed because of the weather?
M: Only once I think.
Q: What does the man mean?

A. He thought about it once.
B. He thinks the weather is great.
C. The school has never had to close.

D. Weather caused the school to close on one occasion.

7. M: Lois is going to play volleyball this afternoon.
W: Should she be doing that today, so soon after her injury?



Q: What does the woman imply?
A. Today's appointments will be canceled because of Lois injury.
B. Lois shouldn't leave her valuables lying around.
C. Lois shouldn't play volleyball at all today.
D. The volleyball game will begin soon.

8. M: Aren't you watching the movie on television?

W: It's not until 8.

Q: What does the woman mean?
A. Her watch is broken.
B. She will watch the movie later.
C. Her television set isn't working,
D. She will watch TV while she eats.

9. M: This is the longest assignment we've had this semester.
W: You're telling me, we will be lucky if we can go half of it.
Q: What does the woman say about the assignment?

A. She has done half of it already.
B. She agrees that it is very long.
C. They have all semester to do it.
D. There's nothing wrong with it.
10. M: What time should I be at the festival this evening?
W: Oh, so you can come. What about 7: 307
Q: What does the woman assume?
A. The man Qouldn't attend the festival.
B. The festival would be celebrated for seven days.
C. The man would pick her up earlier.
D. There would be thirty people attending the festival.




@ Step Two Dialogues

@ Dialogue 1

ﬁ Tapescript

(Kelly goes to San Francisco for the weekend to help her sister with
her wedding plans. This has even more meaning for her than it would
have a week before; she will have to plan her own wedding soon. Do you
realize how many things must be done to prepare for a wedding?)

Special Occasions

Kelly: (arriving at her sister’s apartment) Hi, Samantha.
Samantha: Come on in, Kelly. Thanks for coming,.
Kelly: I'm pleased you asked me to help. How are the wedding preparations going?
Samantha: They're coming along fine. Everything is all set for the ceremony. Now I've got to
finalize arrangements for the reception.
Kelly: Have you made the reservations for the hall, yet?
Samantha: Yes. Now I've got to call a caterer for the banquet.

Kelly: Why don't you try Banquets On Demand? They handled everything for a
co-worker who got married last year. The wedding banquet was prepared
beautifully.

Samantha: OK, I'll do that.

Kelly: Have you made the music arrangements?

Samantha: No. I'm debating on whether to hire a live group playing traditional music or a DJ
who can make things livelier. ,

Kelly: 1know a group who can do both. They're a five piece band, and they can play

standard music during the banquet, then switch to popular music for dancing later.

Samantha: Sounds good. Everything is settled, then. The limousine is coming from Fancy 4
Cars, the photographer from Lasting Memories, the bartender from Happy Hours
and the flowers from Beautiful Bouquets.



Kelly: Well, it looks like you've got everything in hand.
Samantha: I do now, thank you. Say, do you want to see my wedding gown?
Kelly: I'd love to...

0%
&’ Notes and Commentary

1. There are many special occasions you can celebrate. Weddings, wedding anniversaries,
birthdays, graduation, promotion, and New Year are just a few. These are official occasions
that you can celebrate, but in fact, there's nothing stopping you from making up your own.

2. When Westerners have a special event to organize, they may use the services of a company
that specializes in this work. They will take care of everything for you; reception hall,
banquet, music, transportation, decorations, flowers, invitation cards, souvenirs,

photographs, and whatever else you may desire.

@ Exercises with Key

Task 1
Directions: Listen to the dialogue and supply the missing words.

1. How are the wedding preparations going?

2. Everything is all set for the ceremony.

3. Have you made the reservations for the hall, yet?

Task 2
Directions: You will hear three sentences taken from the dialogue. Each

~ will be read three times. Listen carefully and write them down.
1. The wedding banquet was prepared beautifully.

2. Sounds good. Everything is settled, then.
3. Well, it looks like you've got everything in hand.
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@ Dialogue 2

é Tapescript

Mike:
Lihua:
Mike:

Lihua:

Mike:
Lihua:

Mike:
Lihua:

Mike:

Lihua:

Chinese Social Practice

Is it true that if someone offers you something, you always refuse first because it's
polite to do so?

Quite right.

But why?

Well, it's a gesture to show that you're not greedy or don't want to take advantage of
others.

But it's an offer. I haven't asked for it.

Still, Chinese people are normally not straightforward. They don't always express
what they think.

So you're saying people don't really mean what they say?

Well, people generally express their opinion in a rather implicit way. For example, if
your Chinese friend doesn't like your cooking, he'll most likely say that it's good food
but he's too full to eat any more. Things like that always happen. It's actually quite
similar to western culture.

One more thing, the other day I saw two people fighting to pay the bill in a restaurant.
Why's that?

This is something very different from western culture. You see, Chinese think that it's
an honor to treat a friend to a meal. Say, a group of twelve people are sitting at a
table. Usually one person picks up the bill. Even though you don't want to. It's still
nice to pretend to try to grab the bill when it comes.
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@ Exercises with Key

Task 1

Directions: Listen to the dialogue and choose the best answer to each
question you hear.

1. According to Chinese culture is it polite to first refuse an offers?
A. Definitely not. ~ B. It depends.
C. Yes, it is. D. I have no idea.
2. Why do Chinese first refuse offers?
A. To show that they are not great.
B. To show that they are not greedy.
C. To show that they want to be kind to others.
D. To show that they are not rude.
3. What's the similarity between Chinese and Westerners in expressing ideas?
A. People tend to be explicit.
B. People don't always really mean what they say.
C. People express their ideas directly.
D. People don't want to express their ideas openly.
4. Why do two Chinese fight to pay the bill in a restaurant?
A. Neither of them wants to pay the bill.
B. Neither of them has money in his pocket.
C. They think it's an honor to treat friends to a meal.
D. They don't think it's an honor to treat friends to a meal.

Task 2
Directions: Listen to the dialogue again and decide whether the
statements you hear are true (T) or false(F).

1. When someone offers you something, you should refuse. (F)

2. Chinese people don't always express what they think. (T)
3. If your Chinese friend doesn't like your cooking, he'll still say you've prepared a
good meal. (F)



4. Two Chinese have a quarrel with the waitress about the bill. (F)
5. Chinese think it's an honor to treat a friend to a meal. (T)

@ Dialogue 3

;
ASAN

Chatting with Foreigners

ﬂ Tapescript

F: In the West, people do not usually talk about certain things.

C:
F:

- oA A =

0

C:

What are they?
We should avoid such topics as bodily functions, details of birth, details of unpleasant

illness, income, salary, prices, age of the person you are talking with, personal questions,
such as, "Are you married?"

: Some of these are OK in Chinese society.

¢ They are not in western culture. If you really want to know, you may start to tell something

about yourself, and see if they will tell you something about themselves. If they don't, you
should not ask them. Another thing you should pay attention to is that you should not lie.
Speak naturally. Be frank. Be honest. But don't tell lies.

: Yes, I heard that you hate liars very much.

¢ And when you speak about your country, don't speak unkindly or decisively about it.

: Yes. If you don't appreciate your own country, no one will respect you.

¢ So speak naturally. Don't speak boastfully of the good things in foreign countries. And at

the same time speak appreciatively of what is good in your own country.

: Can I speak Chinese to my classmates in front of foreigners?

: It is impolite for two people to talk together in a language unfamiliar to the others when in

a small group. They might think you are talking about them and you don't want them to
know. It is offensive.

: What shall I do if I really need to say something to my classmates? Maybe they are poor at

English, you know.

: If for any reason you must do so, you may say to the foreigners, "Sorry, I have to explain

something to my classmates in Chinese, I'm afraid.” The foreigners will understand, I'm
sure.

Isee.

‘B



