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Uner 1

Elementary Education in the United States
Public Schools

1 Today more than 56 million Americans are attending a wide variety
of schools and universities across the nation. One half of all the people
in the country between the ages of 18 and 25 attend a university.
Schools are expected to meet the needs of every child — regardless of
his ability and also of society itself. This means that tax-supported free
education includes courses in such subjects as sewing, typing, radio and
automobile repairs as well as in the customary school subjects such as
mathematics, history, and language. Students can choose among a
great variety of subjects depending on their interests, future plans, and
level of abilities. There are, however, certain basic courses that
everyone is required to study including reading, writing, mathematics
and English. During the 1800’s and early 1900’s, when millions of
people from many countries around the world came to the United States
to settle, schools were an important part in “ Americanizing” the
children, and through them the parents, too.

2 There is another difference that visitors often notice in American
schools. There is less importance given to the learning of facts than is
usual in the school systems of many other countries. Instead,
Americans try to teach their children to think for themselves, to ask
questions, to explore, and to develop their own creative abilities.

3 In some countries the word “public” means private or schools not
supported by the state. In the United States, public schools are tax-
supported and free. Most American schools, whether public or private,
are divided according to the following system:

4 Elementary school — for students from the first grade to the sixth
grade(ages 6 to 12 years);

5 Junior high school — for students in grades seven and eight(ages 13
and 14), although sometimes the ninth grade is also included;

6 High school — for students in grades nine through twelve(ages 15
through 18);
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7 University — for students 18 years and up. The university, sometimes
referred to as “college”, usually offers a four-year “undergraduate”
course of study with “graduate” or “professional” schools offering
programs of study for students who have completed university work.
There are many fine universities in the United States, both public and
private,

8 Throughout the United States, all children are required by law to
attend schools from the age of 6 to 16. The great majority of American
children attend public schools. Most of the private schools are church-
supported. '

9 Visitors often find the organization of the public school system in
America confusing. To begin with, there is no nationally directed
school system for all 50 states. Each state is free to develop its own
educational plan. These vary so widely in quality, subjects taught, and
educational standards, that people sometimes move into(or out of) a
state because of the quality of free education available. The situation is
further confusing because within each state, local school districts have
additional freedom regarding the way the schools within each district are
run. The states provide general guidance about what kind of education
should be provided in the local schools, both public and private, but the
local school districts usually determine the subjects to be taught, how
many teachers to hire, how large the classes will be, and many other
questions, including the kind of materials to be used.

10 The local public schools are supported by tax money collected by
the state and local governments from all of the people, whether they
have children attending public schools or not. When the federal
government does give money to education, it does so chiefly in the
poorer areas, where there is not enough money locally. Federal
government money is usually used for buildings, school bus systems,
school lunches, or other purposes that do not affect the educational
process itself. Americans do not want the Federal government
controlling what their children are taught. By having local governments
control the schools, Americans feel that they are able to influence the
education that is provided for their children to a great degree.

11 Consistent with this clear separation of nation and state, there are
no national examinations at either the school or university levels. A
general entrance examination is given for students who want to attend
universities. However, this test is not given by the government but a

private organization, and universities are not required to use the test
results.
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Religious and Private Schools

12 Religious and private schools receive little or no support from
public taxes in the United States, and, as a result, are usually
somewhat expensive to attend. The largest group of religious
“parochial” schools in America, is run by the Roman Catholic Church.
Religious schools tend to be less expensive than private schools.

13 When there is free education available to all children in the United
States, why do people spend money on private schools? Americans offer
a great variety of reasons for doing so, including the desire of some
parents to send their children to.-schools where classes tend to be
smaller, or where religious instruction is included as part of the
educational program, or because, in their opinion, the public schools in
their area are not of high enough quality to meet their needs. Private
schools in the United States range widely in size, quality, and in the
kinds of programs that are offered to meet the needs of certain
students.

Relationship between Parents and School

14 The degree to which American parents are active in their children’s
schools is often surprising to people in other countries. Most schools
have organizations consisting of both parents and teachers, usually
called P. T. A. for Parent-Teacher Association. They meet together to
discuss various matters concerning the school. Some parents often give
their time to help with classroom or after-school activities. Others work
with teachers to help the slower-learning children in the classroom.’
Both mothers and fathers are expected to attend P. T. A. meeting and
to show their interest in the school. ‘

After-school Activities

15 In addition to their regular school work, students in the United
States are offered a wide range of activities in the after-school hours.
Called extracurricular activities, they are designed to help develop a
student’s skills, abilities, and attitudes toward life. From nature clubs
to musical organizations, school newspapers or sports activities, the
student has a large selection of activities from which to choose. v

16 Some of these activities occur during the school day, but most are
held after class. Although a student is free to join or not to join, after-

school activities are considered an important part of the American
educational system.
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The School Year

17 Most schools begin in early September and end around the middle
or end of June. Classes are held Monday through Friday, with Saturday
and Sunday free, some high schools, and most universities, however,

have Saturday classes. Almost all universities offer classes in the

summer also.

@f Words and Expressions

attend /etend/ ut.
variety /voraisti/ n.
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R, S BB, 2
L A Z#‘Tét A, & A

automobile /'o:tomabi:l/ n. (£EF2)AR%E
customary /'kastomori/ adj. RE e ]
require /rikwaia/ vt. FE,ER. 4
Americanize /omerikonaiz/ w. #E£E

explore /ik'splo:/ vt. K, B H8R
creative /kri:‘eitiv/ adj. £1] 1 M B

settle /'set(a)1/ vi. ZR.EE;HY
offer /'ofa/ wt. E 2y
professional /profefon(a)l/ adj. oy, Bk By
majority /mad3zoriti/ n %%, K¥
organization /o:gonaizei[(9)n/ n. 48, B K
confuse /konfjuiz/ vi. wEFEH B
nationally /'nzfonsli/ adv. 2 EH

vary /'veari/ wi. RE.ZE;#EEHA
quality /'kwoliti/ n. RE, & HR
standard /'steendad/ n. AR, AR K
available /aveilob(a)l/ adj. E:GE RGNl Rt
additional /adifon(3)1/ adj. B ANy, HE A B, BTSN B
regarding /riga:diy/ prep. * T

guidance /'gaidens/ n. ®E,. 9%
determine /di'toxmin/ vi. W

federal /'fedor(a)l/ adj. B EKAW
locally /'loukali/ adwv. EHF L EXKR
consistent /kon'sist(a)nt/ adj. — ;AW
parochial /paraukial/ adj. # X W

range /reind3/ vi. /n. HF,EMW;475,EE
curriculum /korikjulem/ n R

concerning /kon'samig/ prep. *F

occur /aka:/ wi.

meet the needs of
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a variety of HH . ETIAEANEY
consistent with Faoeeree — BB, Hooroer #RW

Roman Catholic Church(F B X X # ¥ ) — a member of the Church that has the

Pope as its bishop.
gxermses

I . Complete the following unfinished sentences according to the text.

1. 50% of all the people in the U. S. A. between the ages of

and attend a university. (para. 1)
2. Another difference that visitors often notice in American schools is that
. (para. 2)
3. The great majority of American schools are divided according to the
following system: 1) 3 2) s 3)
3 4) . (para. 4~7)
4. By American law, all children are required to attend schools from the age of
to . (para. 8)
5. Most American schools begin in and end around the
. (para.l17)

I . Read each of the following statements and decide whether it is
True or False.

1. Education makes the immigrant children more American-like and through
their children the parents are also Americanized.

2. In some countries a “public school” may be actually a private school.

3. For religious reasons, the parochial schools are less expensive than private
schools.

4, The students in America take part in the extracurricular activities on week-
end or during the vacations.

5. American parents are very enthusiastic in helping the slower-learning children in
the classroom.

Il . Language points to learn: Match the italicized parts with correct
explanations.

a. consistent with b. different, diverse

c. rely upon d. concerning, about

e. be inclined to f. additional

1. Residents may use the hotel swimming pool at no extra charge.

2. Thank you for your letter regarding the annual subscription to our

magazine.
3. All living things depend on the sun for their growth.

5
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1 had to sign various documents before they would let me into the country.
Wool has a tendency to shrink if it gets wet.

Synonyms: Rewrite each of the following sentences by replacing the -
italicized part with an appropriate synonym from the list. Make sure
that the verb or noun forms are correct.

probe mainly ' provide . -
vary compose of center on

In addition to their regular school work, students in the United States are
of fered a wide range of activities in the after-school hours. (para. 15)

Most schools have organizations consisting of both parents and teachers,
usually called P. T. A. for Parent-Teacher Association. (para. 14)

When the federal government does give money to education, it does so
chiefly in the poorer areas, where there is not enough money locally.
(para. 10)

Instead, Americans try to teach their children to think for themselves, to ask
questions, to explore, and to develop their own creative abilities, (para. 2)

Private schools in the United States range widely in size, quality, and in the
kinds of programs that are offered to meet the needs of certain students.
(para. 13)

. Translate the following sentences into Chinese.

Students can choose among a great variety of subjects depending on their
interests, future plans, and level of abilities. (para. 1)

There is less importance given to the learning of facts than is usual in the
school systems of many other countries. (para. 2) .
Visitors often find the organization of the public school system in America
confusing. (para.9)

By having local governments control the schools, Americans feel that they
are able to influence the education that is provided to their children to a great
degree. (para.10)

The degree to which American parents are active in their children’s schools is
often surprising to people in other countries. (para. 14)

. Discuss the following topics.

When there is free education available to all children in the United States,
why do some parents prefer to send their children to private schools?

Say something about the relationship between parents and schools in the
United States and compare it with the situation in your country.
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Higher Education in the United States

1 In the United States, a student who has finished high school may
want to continue in higher education. There are several ways to
continue in higher education in the United States. They are
universities, colleges, community colleges, and technical or vocational
schools. Each of these kinds of higher education will be described
below., '
2 A university is usually much larger than a college. It is larger for
two reasons. First, a university in the United States usually has several
different colleges in it. Each college within the university has a special
subject area. There may be a college of liberal arts where humanities,
social science, natural science, and mathematics are taught. There may
be a college of education where students learn to be teachers. There
may be a college of business where business subjects are taught. All of
these colleges may be parts of one university. Sometimes, in a
university, each college is called a “school”, “The School of Liberal
Arts”, “The School of Business”, or “The School of Education”, and
so on. Second, the university always has programs for advanced or
graduate study in a variety of subjects. There may be a medical school,
a law school, and other advanced programs.
3 Students in the United States must have a high school diploma or its
equivalent, to enter one of the colleges in the university. Most students
have completed regular high school programs. Some older students may
have the same amount of equivalent of a high school degree. University
students may study for an undergraduate degree in the arts or sciences.
If they complete a course of study in the arts, they receive bachelor of
arts degrees. In the sciences, they receive bachelor of science degrees.
Students may leave the university at this time, or choose to go on for a
graduate or professional degree.
4 The university may get money for its expenses from several different
sources. It may get some money from the state government. If so, itis
a publicly funded university. The university may get money only from
private sources: contributions, tuitions, investments, and other
sources. If this is the case, it is a privately funded university. Finally,
a university may be funded by a religious ‘group.
5 A university program for undergraduates usually takes four years.
7
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In this way, a university and a college are alike. College students
usually spend four years in school also. A college does not have
graduate or professional programs in a variety of areas, though it may
specialize in one or two, such as business or teaching training.

6 A college is also like a university in the kinds of students it has.
College students, like university students, usually have a high school
diploma when they enter college. If a college student completes a course
of study in the arts, he or she receives a bachelor of arts degree. In the
sciences, the students receive a bachelor of science degree. They must
usually go to a university.

7 The college is usually funded in one of the three ways already
described. It may be publicly or privately funded. Or, it may be funded
by a religious group.

8 Compared to universities and colleges, community colleges in the
United States are quite different. The program of study in the
community college usually lasts only two years. Many different subjects
are taught in the community college. Not all of the subjects are the
usual school subjects. The community college may give courses in
dental technology, auto mechanics, sewing, and many other
nonacademic subjects. The community college may also have courses in
the regular academic subjects like science, math, languages, literature,
and other courses in the humanities.

9 Many different types of students study at community colleges. Not
all students have high school diplomas. Many students are adults with
children, and sometimes with grandchildren, of their own. The
community college serves the community, and anyone who lives nearby
may go. When community college students complete a two-year
program, they receive an associate of arts or associate of science
degree. Then they may go to a college or a university for two more
years to get the bachelor degree. However, the students may get a job
instead, or just stop going to school. Many just take a few classes in
subjects that interest them. Fewer than 10% of community college
students actually complete a degree, though many of those who don’t
get degrees transfer their credits to colleges and universities where they
do get degrees.

10 Community colleges are nearly always publicly funded, by the
state, county, or city governments, They are not usually funded by
religious groups.

11 The community college gives training for a variety of jobs, and also
has an academic program. The technical or vocational school, however,
only has job training. Its programs may last a short time or a long time,

8
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Some programs take six months, while other programs may take two
years or more to complete.

12 Many, however, do not have the diploma. Many people go to a
technical or vocational school instead of going to high school. When
they complete their training, they may be able to get a good job right
away. The technical or vocational school provides training for work in
areas such as electronics, carpentry, plumbing, and others.

13 The technical or vocational school may be funded in any of the
ways already described. It may be publicly or privately funded, or it
may be funded by a religious group. Other sources of money for this
kind of school are trade unions or charity organizations.

14 Students who have finished high school, and even some who do not
go to high school, may choose from these four kinds of higher education
in the United States. High school students who want further academic
or professional training may go to a college or university. Students who
want both academic and non academic training may go to the community
college. Students who want to learn a job may go to a technical or
vocational school. Students may choose the kind of higher education
that they like best.

W Words and Expressions

e T e e R I T i

vocational /vakelfan(e)l/ adj. ): 0 -]
humanities /hju/menitis/ n A X ¥ H#
program /'prougreem/ n RE, KN, T HE
diploma /di'ploums/ n. X
equivalent /ikwivalent/ n HEH.ENH
degree /digri:/ n. F AL
undergraduate /andsgraedjuit/ n. KFEXRAB A&
bachelor /'batfala(r)/ n. ¥4
professional /prafefon(a)l/ adj. Hay, k&8
source /sois/ n kIR, R
fund /fand/n. i &, K4

ut. #® ﬁi\: ﬁ' & X4
private /'praivit/ adj. FAANB s FASL B
contribution /kon'tribju:tfan/ n B, E Wk T
tuition /tju:'if(a)n/ n. ¥ %
investment /in'vestmoant/ n. # &
alike /slaik/ adj. AL, —FEH
specialize /'spefalaiz/ vi. /vt. R, E5THER

community /kamjuniti/ n

HEHK
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dental /'dent(3)1/ adj. o TR
technology /tek'noled3i/ n. HZAR;TE
mechanics /mikaniks/ n. A &
academic /=kademik/ adj. 2 K
transfer /treensfa:(r)/ vi. B, &%
electronics /ilek'troniks/ n. B F ¥
carpentry /ka:pintri/ n. AILI¥
plumbing /'plamiyg/ n, PETHITHE
liberal arts X &
social science #HeR¥
natural science B AR ¥

I . Answer the following questions.

What is the difference between a university and a college?

What degree does a student get from a community college?

What are the features of the community college?

How long do the job training programs last in technical or vocational schools?
How many ways are there for high school students to continue in higher
education in the United States?

o s W

I . Choose the best answer to each of the following questions.

1. In the United States, sometimes people call a college established within a

university -
A. an institution B. an academy
C. a school D. a program

2.  H you, as an undergraduate, study literature in a university in America, and
can complete the required courses, you can receive a
A. bachelor of arts degree B. bachelor of science degree
C. professional degree D. degree of writing
3.  We can infer from the text that ,
A. in a college you can study medicine for several years so as to receive a
professional degree in medicine
B. you can always find an advanced study program in a college
C. college students can get graduate degree if they work hard
D. a university may be funded by a famous private industrial group
4. U you want to study sewing or gardening, you will usually go to

A. a community college B. a university <
C. a high school D. an academic institute

5. If you are from a poor family and want to get a job sooner, you had better go
to .
A. a community college B. a university
C. a vocational school D. a school of education

10
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II. Interpretation of words and phrases: Circle the letter that best
matches the meaning of the italicized part in each sentence.

1. If so, it is a publicly funded university. (para.4)
A. supported B. established C. functioned

2.  The university may get money only from private sources: contributions, tuition,
investments, and other sources. (para. 4)
A. commitment B. donation C. fortune

3. A college does not have graduate or professional programs in a variety of
areas, though it may specialize in one or two, such as business or teaching
training. (para.5)
A. become firm or steady
B. form opinions
C. limit one’s study to particular subjects

4. Its programs may last a short time or a long time, (para.11)
A. continue B. pursue C. postpone

5. The technical or vocational school provides training for work in areas such as
electronics, carpentry, plumbing, and others. (para.12)
A. preserves B. involves C. offers

V. Phrase study: Fill in each blank with a proper phrase. Make sure
that the verb forms are correct.

describe, . . as cheose to compare to. ..

of one’s own instead of consistent with
1. He the situation “tragic” and “grave”.
2. many women, she was indeed very fortunate.

3.  You can make it very difficult for me to speak to you if you
misunderstand me.

4. I can’t understand why they chose him

you — you're
much better qualified for the job.
5. We could adopt, but we really want a child
V . Translate the following sentences into Chinese.
1. There may be a college of liberal arts where humanities, social science,

natural science, and mathematics are taught. .

2.  Students in the United States must have a high school diploma or its
equivalent, to enter one of the colleges in the university.

3. If they complete a course of study in the arts, they receive Bachelor of Arts
degrees. In the sciences, they receive Bachelor of Science degrees.

4. The college is usually funded in one of the three ways already described. It
may be publicly or privately funded. Or, it may be funded by a religious
group.

5.  When community college students complete a two-year program, they receive
an associate of arts or associate of science degree.

11



