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‘An excellent assemblage of scholars who reflect insightfully on the major ideas of the most
influential contributors to urban theory and practice of the past three decades.’

‘The contributors weave together the personal and professional, providing wonderful insights
into the people behind contemporary urban studies. A must-read for all who want to know
more about why we understand cities in the way we do!’

Key Thinkers on Cities provides an engaging introduction to the dynamic field of contemporary
urban studies. It profiles the work of 40 innovative thinkers who have shaped how cities are
understood, researched, debated and acted upon. This book offers a fresh look at established
thinkers foundational to urban scholarship, while incorporating those who have brought a
concern for cities to widespread audiences, and comprises:

An introductory essay: 'How to think about cities’
A focus on current innovative and influential research in the field of urban studies
An explication of key ideas and notable contributions from each key thinker

Insights across a wide range of academic and professional disciplines, theoretical perspectives
and methodological approaches

This is the definitive text for students, and anyone interested in the study of cities and urban
life, across the fields of anthropology, economics, geography, sociology and urban planning.

Regan Koch is a Lecturer in Human Geography at Queen Mary University of London.
Alan Latham is a Senior Lecturer at the Department of Geography, University College London.
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Regan Koch is a Lecturer in Human Geography at Queen Mary University of London.
His interests are in matters of public space, urban sociality and collective culture, and
the representation and imagination of urban life. Working between London and vari-
ous cities across the US, Regan’s research has focused on exploring novel food trends,
social entrepreneurship, licensing laws and government regulations, and changing
social norms related to how we live together in cities. His work has been published in
Transactions of the Institute of British Geographers, Urban Studies, the International
Journal of Urban and Regional Research, and in several edited collections.

Alan Latham teaches in the Department of Geography at University College London.
His research is focused on urban sociality, corporeal mobility and public space. Writing
on topics ranging from urban cycling and recreational running, cultural economies and
neighbourhood change, to the overseas experiences of transnational migrants, his
work explores the materialities and practices that generate distinctive forms of urban
life. He has published widely in edited collections and international journals including
Transactions of the Institute of British Geographers, Environment and Planning D,
Cultural Geographies and Urban Studies. He is the co-author of Key Concepts in
Urban Geography.






|
b

1

/AN

r ot
il
=

.

Michele Acuto, Department of Science, Technology, Engineering, and Public Policy,
University College London, UK

Andrew Barnfield, Department of Health Services Research and Policy, London School
of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, UK

David Beer, Department of Sociology, University of York, UK
Raoul Beunen, Department of Social Sciences, Wageningen University, Netherlands

Ryan Centner, Department of Geography and Environment, London School of
Economics and Political Science, UK

I-Chun Catherine Chang, Department of Geography, Macalester College, USA
Agustin Cocola-Gant, School of Geography, University of Lisbon, Portugal

Helen Couclelis, Department of Geography, University of California, Santa Barbara, USA
Michael DeLand, Department of Sociology, Yale University, USA

Clemens Driessen, Department of Environmental Sciences, Wageningen University,
Netherlands

Martijn Duineveld, Department of Environmental Sciences, Wageningen University,
Netherlands

Jiirgen Essletzbichler, Department of Geography, Vienna University of Economics and
Business, Austria

Michail Fragkias, Department of Economics, Boise State University, USA



il Key Thinkers on Cities

Juan Pablo Galvis, Department of History and Philosophy, State University of New
York at Old Westbury, USA

Angela Giglia, Department of Anthropology, Universidad Autonoma Metropolitana,
Mexico City, Mexico

Joseph Heathcott, Department of Public Engagement, The New School, USA
Hanna Hilbrandt, Department of Geography, The Open University, UK

Phil Hubbard, Department of Geography, King’s College London, UK

Kurt Iveson, Faculty of Science, The University of Sydney, Australia

Mark Jayne, School of Geography and Planning, Cardiff University, UK

Andrew Karvonen, Department of Urban Planning and Environment, KTH Royal
Institute of Technology, Sweden

Leslie Kern, Department of Geography and Environment, Mount Allison University,
Canada

Regan Koch, School of Geography, Queen Mary University of London, UK
Alan Latham, Department of Geography, University College London, UK

Melanie Lombard, Department of Urban Studies and Planning, The University of
Sheffield, UK

Eugene McCann, Department of Geog.raphy, Simon Fraser University, Canada

Colin McFarlane, Department of Geography, Durham University, UK

Annie Matan, Sustainability Policy Institute, Curtin University, Australia

Louis Moreno, Department of Visual Cultures, Goldsmiths, University of London, UK
Oli Mould, Department of Geography, Royal Holloway, University of London, UK

David Pinder, Department of Environmental, Social and Spatial Change, Roskilde
University, Denmark

Davide Ponzini, Department of Architecture and Planning, Politecnico di Milano, Italy

Rajyashree N. Reddy, Department of Geography and Planning, University of Toronto,
Canada



Notes on Contributors Xiii

Sonia Roitman, School of Geography, Planning and Environmental Management,
The University of Queensland, Australia

Tom Slater, School of Geosciences, The University of Edinburgh, UK
Quentin Stevens, Department of Architecture and Design, RMIT University, Australia
Tauri Tuvikene, School of Humanities, Tallinn University, Estonia

Kristof Van Assche, Department of Planning, Governance and Development, University
of Alberta, Canada

Elvin Wyly, Department of Geography, The University of British Columbia, Canada

Junjia Ye, School of People, Environment and Planning, Massey University, New Zealand






Our sincere gratitude goes to those who contributed the entries to this volume. Their
effort and patience in getting each chapter finalized is greatly appreciated, and we hope
they are as pleased as we are with the final results. We also want to thank Robert
Rojek, Matthew Oldfield and the production staff at SAGE for their help in moving
this project from commissioning to completion, and the reviewers who helped us make
the difficult decisions about which thinkers to include.

Thanks also go to our colleagues and students at QMUL and UCL, who have pro-
vided ongoing inspiration and supportive environments in which to develop our own
thinking about cities. We would particularly like to thank the students of Cities, Space
and Power who read drafts of some of the entries. Anna Plyushteva, Jack Layton,
Michael Nattrass and Sam Miles gave helpful comments on the introduction.

Regan would like to thank his family and friends for their constant support.

Alan would like to thank Rita, Thomas and Luisa for their love and patience.






About the Editors ix

Notes on Contributors xi
Acknowledgements ' XV
Introduction: How to Think About Cities 1

Regan Koch and Alan Latham

1 Janet Abu-Lughod 15
Joseph Heathcott

2 Ash Amin 21
Junjia Ye

3 Elijah Anderson 27
Michael Del.and

4 Michael Batty 33
Helen Couclelis

5 Brian J.L. Berry 39
Elvin Wyly

6 M. Christine Boyer 45

Agustin Cocola-Gant

7 Neil Brenner 51
Tauri Tuvikene

8 Teresa Caldeira 57
Sonia Roitman



vi Key Thinkers on Cities

9 Manuel Castells 63
Phil Hubbard
10 Jason Corburn 69

Andrew Barnfield

11 Mike Davis 75
Melanie Lombard

12 Bent Flyvbjerg 81
Martijn Duineveld, Kristof Van Assche and Raoul Beunen

13 Matthew Gandy 87
Andrew Karvonen

14 Néstor Garcia Canclini 93
Angela Giglia

15 Jan Gehl 99
Annie Matan

16 Edward L. Glaeser 105
Jiirgen Essletzbichler

17 Stephen Graham 111
Kurt lveson

18 David Harvey 117
Louis Moreno :

19 Dolores Hayden 123
Leslie Kern

20 Jane Jacobs 129
Oli Mould

21 Jane M. Jacobs 135

Ryan Centner

22 Natalie Jeremijenko 141
Clemens Driessen

23 Rem Koolhaas 147
Davide Ponzini



