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This book is dedicated to the hardworking and
devoted students of China, who have captured my
heart and opened my eyes and mind.

( On behalf of her beloved students, who graciously contributed their
writings , Ms. Coffman is donating a portion of the proceeds from the sale
of this book to the China Charities Federation for educational advancement
in China..)



Preface(HI 5 )

With over five thousand years of history replete with conflict and
struggle to sustain life, yet stalwart in dedication to family and commit-
ment to purpose, wrapped in hearts so pure in intent, China is an enig-
ma. Only until recently have more than just a few outsiders had the op-
portunity to experience this mysterious land. However, traveling Chi-
na’s vast terrain and studying its incredible history do not provide the
true picture of the chamming and magnificent place that is China. What
makes China beautiful is her people.

As a Foreign Expert and teacher in China, teaching at Peking
University, Tsinghua University, the National Judges College, and
South China University of Technology, I have had the opportunity to
share ideas and feelings with, be challenged by, and leam from, the
remarkable young people of China. What has impressed me most is not
their intellectual ability—which is impressive—but their optimism and
sense of humor, particularly in light of the struggles they endure.
These are the people to tell about China. Their anecdotal glimpses of
life provide the real story of what is China.

My students have written essays about life in China to fulfill the
writing assignments in my English Writing class. By reading their es-
says, I have gained new insights into the culture of China. Seeing Chi-
na through my students’ eyes has given me a new perspective as a for-
eigner in China, and also as a human being on this earth. I thought I
was the teacher; yet through them I became an Unexpected Student.
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From me they learned the essential techniques and components of good
exposition writing, as outlined in this book. From them 1 learned about
their ancient and modern cultures, their views on the outside world,
their sensitive feelings on life, their dreams, their struggles, and their
triumphs. I think I received the better education.

A Peking University Coursebook on English Exposition Writing is
an ESL (English as a Second Language) textbook on college exposition
writing. However, it is more than that. In addition to providing excel-
lent examples of exposition writing, this book provides a look at China
through the pure hearts, hope-filled eyes, and brilliant minds of Chi-

na’s greatest asset—her students.

By Diane M. Coffman
(Foreign Expert, Peking University
and Associate, Brigham Young

University China Teachers Program)



Introduction( & /7)

A Peking University Coursebook on English Exposition Writing fo-
cuses on exposition writing for ESL (English as a Second Language)
writing courses. It discusses the techniques and components of good
exposition writing and illustrates them through examples written by stu-
dents at China’s top university, Peking University. The selection of
examples used in this book is intended to provide topics of interest to
students while demonstrating good writing.

It is assumed that the reader already has an understanding of good
English grammar and sentence and paragraph structure. If not, many
textbooks can be used to review these areas of writing. Once that is
done, a more detailed look can be made into the techniques used for
exposition writing and the components that make up a good exposition
essay.

One element of good exposition writing is having a thorough un-
derstanding of other writing types. This is important because other writ-
ing types may be combined with exposition writing to clarify the purpose
of the essay. For example, if the exposition essay’s purpose is to com-
pare and contrast two similar items, e.g., the cultural differences be-
tween China and the United States, then Definition writing may be used
to define the abstract nature of the word “culture”, Description writing
may be used to give a sensory description of certain aspects of each cul-
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ture, Illustration writing may be used to show poignant examples of
comparison, Narration writing may be used to chronicle a series of
evenls in the process of the comparison, and Persuasion writing may be
used to convince the reader of the contrasts between the two cultures.
A Peking University Coursebook on English Exposition Writing takes a
look at these other writing types, separately and in combination, to
provide the student with a better understanding of these building blocks
for exposition writing. Because many of the book’s selected writing ex-
amples combine writing types, the layout is presented by topic. An in-
dex is provided at the back of the book indicating the writing types used.

The Purpose of Exposition Writing

Merriam-Webster’ s Collegiate Dictionary, Tenth Edition, defines
exposition writing as “writing designed to convey information or explain
what is difficult to understand.” Therefore, the main purpose of Expo-
sition Writing is to explain” ; to increase the reader’s knowledge on a
subject; to help the reader better understand a concept or process. Al-
though other writing types may be combined to add greater dimension
and purpose to the essay, the underlying premise is still to explain
something to the reader in a clear and logical manner.

Exposition writing is perhaps the type of writing most frequently
used by a student, a scientist, or a professional. An exposition essay
explains or explores something, such as the process of making a ma-
chine, the causes of a natural or social phenomenon, the planning of a

project, or the solution to a problem. It mainly deals with processes
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and relationships, and may explain how something is made, how it is
used, how it may change, how it effects or compares with something
else, its nature, its classification, or its significance in history.'

To become better at writing exposition essays, a student should
understand and apply the essential techniques and components of good

exposition writing.
Essential Technigues of Exposition Writing

The essential techniques for good Exposition Writing are:
* Recognize the importance of style and word choice

* Remember rules for good sentences and paragraphs

* Use transition words and phrases

* Understand the “Building Blocks” writing types

* Use critical thinking in reading and writing

* Have a strong thesis statement

* Select the internal structure of the essay

* Follow the steps of the writing process

¥ Follow rules for document structure
Essential Components of Exposition Writing

The essential components for good Exposition Writing are:
* A meaningful TITLE
% A focused INTRODUCTION section
* A thorough DEVELOPMENT section
—With a logical Internal Structure
* A summarizing CONCLUSION section
* Cited REFERENCES (if sources are used)



Table of Contents
(B %)

Preface ( B‘ﬁ ‘g ) .........................................................

Intmduction( ﬁﬁil\ ) ......................................................

The Purpose of EXPOS]I]OH ert]ﬂg ..............................
Essential Techniques of Exposition Writing «--=+-sxscoeeeceeee
Essential Components of Exposition Writing ~ -c=vsvreeeeee

Part I Essential Techniques of Exposition Writing

(% X :%'ﬂg B{J g zg&& ) ....................................
1. Recognize the Importance of Style and Word Choice
(1{4{ _l%‘ iﬁiﬁj ) ...................................................
Eloquent versus Practical Style «++++++++=seesseerseesiesannes
Frugal Use of Words ~ «+s+s+seesssessnsessnssnuesieinniesinas
2. Remember Rules for Good Sentences and Paragraphs
(/ﬁj E%g,ﬂ':‘ ) ...................................................
Characteristics of Good Sentences +«++-+++++s+ssseresesassees
Characteristics of Good Paragraphs  «+++++seesseesessennes
3. Use Transition Words and Phrases
(%ﬁ _l::,‘ ii{j%) ................................................
To Provide Meaning «++++-++++ssrersseessesseesueniennnnnns
To Link Tnformation «--«-+rs+reesrererrseernrersnersnesneres
4. Understand the “Building Blocks” Writing Types
(’_%’ﬁgﬁﬁ) ...................................................



Definition <sreeresrerrarrreerseeitiiiiiieriiinenecneiinennas ( 26)

DESCIPHON  *+++++rressrsrsresssneess sttt (28)
THustration «-=--cecveeerrreerrrerertestiieiieeneiacrneceecannnnns ( 30)
NaITation =-creeserretterstetietneasiteistunseenesessecnnonees (32)
Persuasion/ Argumentation .................................... (35)
. Use Critical Thinking in Reading and Writing
(HETFHERBAERGIE ) »veervreeeereeorneeinneeonnenanes (39)
Intellectual Standards of Reasoning =++«--e-eereereeeeeenees (40)
Develop a System of Inquiry ................................. (45)
. Have a Strong Thesis Statement (FRAHEE) ------o (49)
Steps to Writing a Strong Thesis Statement ~ «+-+--+++-+---- (50)
The Thesis Statement Sets Limits on the Topic «+:=--+++--: (50)
The Thesis Statement Indicates the Organization +--++--- (51)
. Select the Internal Structure of the Essay
([}\]E%ﬁgﬁgﬁ%) .......................................... (52)
Compare and Contrast ccceseecrrertrertititiiiinniaiina.., (53)
Cause and Effect «+vcovceoreeerererieiinniiiiiiiiiiiiiieenne. (56)
Division and Classification =««««++ct tcrcsosrrmrrereennnaiiaen ( 59)
Point by Point  secererreeretiiitiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii i (62)
Subject by Subject  ++++essrrrrrreeiiniii (63)
. Follow the Steps of the Writing Process
(CBAEBYHEIR) <o vvvvreeeeeemrrnrneeeireniinneeees e (64)
Points to Ponder Before Writing ........................... (64)
Seven-step Process  crreeesseerreeeriinii (65)
Exposition Wﬁting Format *-svcveeereerrrrrsesccecrnancannnns (66)
Proofreading ................................................... ( 68)
Common Writing Errors c--vreeveeeesimeratiiiiiiiniiiiiennen, (68)

Critique Your Work cocerreceererrieeaiiiiiiiaiiniiiiiiennaa, ( 76)



9. Follow Rules for Document Structure

(*m?ﬁ%*@mJEB]\IJ) .......................................... (80)
Notes(%*%ﬁﬁ’ﬁ‘%%ﬁ) .................................... (82)

Part [l Essential Components of Exposition Writing
(BB L ERIEARTEE) oooreeerremeirreeiireenneens (84)
1. A Meaningful Title(F7 B SCAIBRRE) «--veoveermeemreeenenes (84)
2. Document Structure( ﬂﬁ,ﬁ B{J%*@ ) ........................ (86)
The Three-Para,graph Rule ceevrererrenneeiiiiiiiiiiinin. (86)
The Five- Paragraph Rule --++++esereeemnsneenniiniinnn.. (86)
3. A Focused Introduction Section( @A FFsk) «-veeevverenees (87)
4. A Thorough Development Section( QA EFF) -e--evveevve (90)
5. A Summarizing Conclusion Section( {I{aJ45 ) --+---+--+-- (93)
6. A References Llst(‘_:z'|i$§it:) .............................. (97)
Cltlng References ............................................. (98 )
Types of References —«+=-+reeeeeeessmmeersmmniinieiennans (100)
Notes(%:%ﬁﬁ%%:ﬁ H )eeeererreeeniini, (102)
Part [l Writing Examples( ST ) JIRCETITPTET PR TPPPPPIPPPRPR (103)
1. Thoughts on Self( E gﬁ%) ................................. (103)
2. Thoughts on Life(AETHRE) ~ovrrrmeremnnn (124)
3. Thoughts on College Life( KR ~orevrrermmeenennnnn. (145)
4. Thoughts on Love and Relationships( AR KR EF) -+ (163)
5. Thoughts on Home and Family(ZREER ) «+-cvveveemeeees (179)
6. Thoughts on China(*@%) .............................. (206)

Index by Title, Writing Types and Structures

(Efﬁ%i?%') ................................................ (263)
References( %’eﬁ;—:ﬁ B Yoot (268)



Part | Essential Techniques of
Exposition Writing
(LG R RS :)

1. Recognize the Importance of Style and Word Choice
(SCiAR L8 iH])

What is writing style? Basically, it is the author’s voice present-
ed through words. Therefore, the choice of vocabulary, order of words
within a sentence, and emphasis through punctuation can affect the
style of the essay. These elements set the tone and should reflect the
author’s purpose for writing the essay, and should consider the reader,
or audience, of the essay.

The author’s purpose—In addition to explaining, the author’s
purpose in writing an essay may be to inform, to persuade, to de-
scribe, to illustrate, to define, to analyze, or to entertain. No matter
what the author’ s purpose may be, there is one important purpose in
college essay writing: to demonstrate how well the student thinks and
understands the material. In college essay writing, the writer needs to
show clear, logical thinking, not just present a “good idea.””

The audience—Who is going to read the essay? What is his or
her educational and language level? What message is he or she to re-
ceive from reading the essay? What words are best suited to convey the
message to the reader? These questions should be answered by the writ-
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er when planning to write an essay. After all, what is the point of writ-
ing, if it isn’t to be read?

When selecting words to use in an essay it is important to remem-
ber the four levels of Diction® :

1) Formal—Highly educated audience: ceremonial, scholarly or

technical purpose.

2) Standard—Educated audience: college papers, mass publi-
cations, business communications, and many other writing
purposes .

3) Informal—General audience: spoken rather than written situ-
ations, personal letters, conversational and entertaining pur-
poses.

4) Slang—Specific audience: used to enhance the writing
through dialogue essential to the character, such as in novels;
or to build connections between members of a specific group or
generation .

In exposition writing, a Standard level is most commonly used,
with occasional uses of Formal or Informal depending on the nature of
the writing. Slang should seldom, if ever, be used for exposition writ-
ing unless the essay is about slang language. It is also important to note
that Formal writing does not mean the most formal word should be
used; i.e., multi-syllabic, Latin-form, or pretentious. The best ap-
proach is to use the word that conveys the most accurate meaning. Ex-
position writing, even when technical in nature, should use common
language for its primary word choice. Following are some examples of
common wording, which are recommended instead of the pretentious
wording.
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Pretentious Wording Common Wording

in regards to concerning; about
utilize use

elucidate explain

prior to before

because of the fact that because

of the opinion believe

ascertain find out
commence begin

Eloquent versus Practical Style

Eloquent writing style uses abstract words, similes and meta-
phors. Practical writing style uses words that are concrete and specific.
Because much of exposition writing is academic, a practical writing
style is preferred. How can you tell if you are using a practical style? A
good rule to follow is:

RULE: Descriptive words and phrases should be accurate; and

the word choice should be Standard/Common language; and

the sentence structure should follow the standard word order of :

Subject—Predicate

Adjective—>Object

Adverb—>Verb

and

The Subject Noun should be able to actually do what the Verb
says.

% Example of Eloquent Style: As the hungry mountain daffodils

drank the mother’ s milk of newly fallen dew upon the earth’ s
- 3.



barren soil , they reached their arms upward and turned their
yellow faces to the nurturing sun, whilst dancing in the cool
breezes from the ocean below .

Why is this example eloquent in style? Well, daffodils, which are
flowers, do not really drink and they do not have arms and faces and
they do not dance; mother’s milk is not an accurate descriptive phrase
for dew—the moisture that condensates in the air at night; whilst is the
poetic (not common language) form of the word while.

* Practical Style: The mountain daffodils absorbed needed mois-
ture from the recent dewfall. They grew in the warm sunlight
while swaying in the ocean’s cool breezes.

* Another example of Eloquent Style: The moon hung like a sil-
very ball over the mountains majestic, its glow bathing all
within its grasp in a shimmering light .

Why is this eloquent? The verb “hung” is an eloquent description
of the moon’s action——the moon orbits and it shines but it doesn’t re-
ally hang and it doesn’t have hands to grasp. Also, the sentence struc-
ture used is eloquent because the adjective “majestic” is placed after
the object it modifies—“mountains.” Practical writing style uses stan-
dard sentence structuring which places the adjective before the word it
modifies, i.e., majestic mountains.

% Practical Style: The snow-capped mountains shimmered in the
light of the full moon.

Why is the word “majestic” replaced with “snow-capped”? So the
reader knows what it was that shimmered in the moon’s light. The
word “majestic” is not specific enough for practical style. Words such
as wonderful , beautiful, lovely, superb, awful, ugly, different,
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better, something , sometimes, and phrases such as a lot of and a
few , are general and vague; they can be perceived differently by each
reader and are, therefore, abstract. Practical style requires the use of
specific , concrete words. For example, instead of writing “The weather
today is beautiful,” write “The weather today is clear and crisp.” Be
specific. When using adjectives (descriptive words) in writing, "ask
yourself, “Why is the Object ... (your choice of adjective)?” In this
case, “Why is the weather beautiful? Because it is clear and crisp.” If
you can answer why, then use those words instead of your first choice
of adjective.*

[Exercises]

Improve the following sentences by identifying any general or ab-
stract words or phrases and replacing them with specific words:

1) After the crazy party, the boys’ dormitory was unsanitary.

2) The basketball team won a lot of games last season.

3) The situation called for quick action by the rescue crew.

4) Something in the air of the room reminded me of my grand-

mother’ s house.
5) Although the girl was meek as a lamb, she presented her
speech superbly.

Frugal Use of Words

In exposition writing the writer needs to be frugal when choosing
words. The fewer the words used to make your point the better. Treat
each word as if it will cost you money to use it. Spend wisely. Strunk
and White said it best:

“Vigorous writing is concise. A sentence should contain no
. 5 .



