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READING

[1] Introduction

Studying Overseas

Read the statements 1-6 below about studying abroad. Do you agree or disagree with them?
1 You should make sure your English is good enough before you go abroad.

2 Foreign students experience culture shock.

3 You should make friends with the people in the country where you are studying.
4 There are differences in writing in English compared to your own language.

5 You shouldn’t study abroad - it's a waste of money.

6 It's a good idea to take a preparation course before you start your degree course.

[2] Predicting content

A Read the first paragraph of the article below and look at the headings of the three paragraphs that follow. Which of the
topics in statements 1-6 above do you think the article will be about?

B Now read the rest of the article quickly (not more than four minutes). Check if your predictions were correct.

Studying Overseas

More and more students are travelling to English-
speaking countries to study. We talked to three students
about their experiences and asked them what difficulties

they had had and if they had any advice
- on how to make the most of the overseas
- studying experience.

. Expect some changes in approach
| 1 found it difficult to settle into a new way of
o . ~ studying. I went to a university in Australia, and
i ;:;::: Japan ;; it w?s completely different from Japan. In
" tutorials, you are expected to be much more
active - asking questions and giving your opinions - and I found it
very difficult at “first. The other problem was completing written
assignments. Where I come from, you don’t have to analyse and build
arguments in the same way I needed to do in Australia - in Japan, we
often work around the idea, looking at it from different angles. So it
required a big change in thinking. In my opinion, it's not just your
level of English that you need to work on - it’s your approach to
studying in general.

Get used to reading long texts

I agree with Yoshiko - the essay style was a problem for me, too. You
are expected to construct your arguments in a very linear way: you
need to make a point and provide support for it, then you introduce a
new point. This is quite different from the style I am familiar with, but
once I understood what was required of me, I was able to adapt.

IELTS Express Intermediate Workbook

Another problem for me was reading. It was very hard at first to read
long texts in English. Before I came here, the longest text I'd read was
only a page, but we were asked to read articles up to fifteen pages
long! T was lucky — I took a course which helped —
prepare me for studying at English-speaking
universities. We were shown techniques to improve |
our reading and we moved from short texts to longer
and longer ones. Now I feel a lot more confident
about reading in English. If you want my advice, take
a preparation course before you start your main
degree. You'll feel a lot more confident and better
prepared if you do.

Tarig
from Cairo, Egypt

R e

Take part in discussions right from the start

I don't have problems with reading, as I had already done a lot of that
before I arrived here. What I found very hard was taking part in
discussions. I could usually follow the arguments, and I knew enough
about the topics, but I couldn't think of what to say quickly enough or
I was too worried about making-mistakes or not being understood by
the tutor. Here, you are re\all/y expected to challenge ideas and give
your own point of view. I have even seen students d1sagree with the
tutor! This was all very strange and uncomfortable for
me. My advice to students is make sure your English
level is high enough before you go overseas, otherwise
you waste a lot of time and feel frustrated because you
either can't follow what’s going on, or you can't take {

part. The other piece of advice I'd give is: don't be
afraid to speak up!

from Guangdong, Chma

e



[3] Matching statements to options

Before the task

1 Look at the list of options in the task below - in this case, it is a list of students. Find the
sections of the passage in which each option is mentioned.

2 Read the first statement and scan the sections of the passage you identified to find an idea
that has the same meaning. Once you have found the idea, note the option that corresponds
to that statement. Then go on to complete the rest of the task.

Task practice

Questions 1-8

Look at the statements (Questions 1-8) and the list of students below.
Match each statement with the student it applies to.

Whrite the correct letter A=C next to each statement.

found it difficult to ask questions ht the beginning

found reﬁgiin‘g diffjcglt at\{iggg e ] \

was afraid of making errors in speééh C

believes you need to chaﬁge you; éw}§ \o/f learning ...

recommends addj\t\iggzzl \study prior to your ;r:am study programme .
thinks you can leamfskilié to develop your readingability ...

was worried about jo'mi;lg in discussions even when the topics weren’t unknown ...

thinks that you should ensure your English ability is sufficient before travelling abroad ...

@ N AN E W N

List of Students

A Yoshiko
B Tariq
() Chen Fei

[4] Skimming and scanning

A Look at the title of the article on the next page. What do you think a handy hint is?
a a small dictionary that fits in your hand
b a useful tip or piece of advice
¢ a custom specific to a particular culture

UNIT 1

[READING

Studying Overseas

7



READING]

B Read the article quickly and see if you are right.

Handy hints For overseas students and travellers

A Studying abroad, or simply planning a nice trip to an € Behaviour connected with the body can be confusing

exotic location? Unfortunately, while people might be
understanding if you have problems with their
language, they are less likely to be forgiving if you
break the unwritten social rules. Did you know, for

because of social differences. In Muslim_cultures, for
example, people avoid using the left hand to give and
receive. Many people in these cultures eat only with
the right hand and they might consider you impolite

example, that in Japan it is considered rude to blow
your nose in public(and heaven forbid you put your
cotton handkerchief back in your pocket!)? You might
also be studying (and socialising) with people from all
over the world. A few helpful tips will ensure you
avoid upsetting your hosts, or even your fellow
students!

if you use your left. But if you are given a business
card in a country like Singapore, and you don’t
accept it with both hands, you'll be showing
disrespect and a lack of interest in the person giving
the card. In Britain, shaking hands is mainly done
between men (and often only the first time you are
introduced) but this is becoming less common
these days. The Italians

kiss and shake hands

(but be careful, it’s
twice — once on
each cheek), the
Belgians may kiss
three times,
alternating from
cheek to cheek,
and the French?
Well, whole books

B{The best advice we can give you is to learn some of
the local customs of the people you will be spending
time with. Let’s say you have arrived in Asia and
you're sha-ring a meal with new-found friends.You
might feel very satisfied with yourself if you can use
chopsticks when you’re eating, but make sure you
don’t point with them. Many Asians consider it rude.
And don’t forget to check who should start the meal
first: you or your hosts. Different countries have
different ‘rules’ about this. Speaking of food, when
eating in certain provinces of China, it is considered

bad luck to turn over a cooked fish. And ltalians like htve; bean
: s ; . devoted to the
it when you show your appreciation of their cooking, ;

subject!

so never refuse a second plateful!

C Scan the article to find the answers to the following questions.
1 In which country is it bad luck to turn over a cooked fish?
2 Which cultures avoid using the left hand to give and receive?
3 How many times do Belgians kiss each other on the cheek?

----------------------
......................

8 IELTS Express Intermediate Workbook
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READING

[5] True/False/Not Given

Before the task
Look at the task practice questions below. For each question, skim the passage. In which
paragraph (A-C) will you find the answer to each question?

1.4, 4. y 2
y JR— 5 8
3, 6.

Task practice
Questions 1-8

Do the following statements agree with the information given in the passage? Next to questions 1-8 write

TRUE if the statement agrees with the information
FALSE if the statement contradicts the information

NOT GIVEN if there is no information on this A
N T
1 People may sxrpga{bi\sg with you about how di fﬁcult it is to study Enghsh SO SR

2 People will be angrier if you don’t understan ir language than if you F
don’t understand their customsy Tl

3 ]apanese people think it is 1mp011te to blow your nose around other people. ... | F—— 3
4 It’s a go od idea to find out about the habits of the people where you are going to live. ){“ [
5 It’s impolite to use %wnh your lq,ft hand. . l:‘l
6 Itallan meals usually consist of sevezl courses ~ANEa......

7 Mus].l.mswdl think you don’t know how to behave appropriately if you use your
Teft hand for eatingg. o L

8 In Br1tam, shakmg hands is equally common among males and females — - -

6] Short-answer questions

Before the task
Look at questions 9-13 in the task practice below.
A Decide what kind of answer each question B For each question, skim the passage. In which

requires. Is it a when, where, what, which, paragraph (A-C) will you find the answer to
how many or who question? each question?

9 0L, 13 svmscisionn 9., 42 sossssasensiic

10 s p [ SO 10 s 13 e

) 1y SR, 11 s

Task practice

Questions 9-13
Answer the following questions. Write NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS for each answer.

9 In Japan, what should not be returned to your pocket after use? ..o,
10 What should you always accept when eating in Italy?
11 What should be taken with both hands in Singapore? =~ e,
12 Who shakes hands most often in Britain? e
13 How many times do Italians kiss when meeting?

UNIT 1 Studying Overseas 9
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VOCABULARY

[1] Word building

A Complete the table below.

noun verb adjective adverb
expectation | expect expected expectedly
completely
analyse
constructive
introduction
appreciate
sympathy
satisfy
society
comfort

B Circle the correct word in bold in each sentence.

11 got a bad mark for my essay, but the professor made
some very constructive/constructively criticisms so
my next one will be better.

2 My tutor told me that it was good for a student to try
and have an analysis/analytical approach to their
studies.

3 I know that I should be more appreciative/
appreciatively of my parents’ support.

4 1 tried to sympathise/sympathetic when my friend
failed her exams, but she hadn’t studied at all!

5 She left university without completion/completing
her degree, which was a great pity.

2] Vocabulary in context

A Match the words in the box to the definitions below.

approach argument assignment bibliography challenge
degree lecture style support text topic tutorial

1 a class at university/college for a small group of
students with a tutor .....c..cccevveennee.

2 a piece of writing done by a student for a
lecturer/tutor ...eevneveennnennns

3 a subject that you write or talk about ............cuueenen.

4 evidence to show that your point is a good one

.....................

6 reason given to support something ........cccceuueneen.
7 something you read .......cccoeeuneeenn.

10 IELTS Express Intermediate Workbook
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8 the qualification you receive after completing
university level studies .........ccevuueeenn
9 to question a point of view .....cceceviivennnnns
10 way of doing something .....c.cceuueunenee.

B Complete the sentences with the words in the box.

abstract appendix criteria draft format
prioritise project theme reduce text

1 Academic essays usually follow a strict ......cccvueenennnne.
of introduction, body and conclusion.

2 Extra information in a book is usually found at the
back in the .ccceeveeneieennnnnns s

3 If you have a heavy workload, you need to
..................... your tasks.

4 You look very tired, you should .........ccceu....... the
numbers of hours you spend studying.

5 One hard disk can store millions of pages of

6 The main .....cceeeeeeeenenne of the book was how
difficult it is to forgive.

7 The primary school children were assigned a science

..................... about electricity.

8 What are the ...cceeeeevinnennnee you are using to select
candidates for the job?

9 You should always write a rough .....cccviiierennnns after

yqu have planned your essay.
10 Academic papers usually contain a short summary at
the beginning, in the .......cccciiis .

C Some of the words in the box above can only be used as
nouns, some can only be used as verbs, and some can
be used as either a noun or a verb. Write the words in
the correct column. The first one has been done for you.

noun only verb only noun or verb
abstract

...................................................................

...................................................................
...................................................................
.........................................

..........................

-------------------------------------------------------------------

[3] Vocabulary revision

Choose up to ten new words to learn from this unit and
write them in your vocabulary notebook. See page 3 for
vocabulary learning tips.



SPEAKING

[1] Expressing likes and dislikes

A Put the verbs in the box below in order on the line. Some words may have a very similar
meaning so you can put them in the same place on the line.

A

gisuke e —————>

be fond of can't stand ®EHeE don't like don't mind enjoy Hke
love hate really like

Language bite

Expressing likes and dislikes
Verbs expressing like and dislike e.g. like, enjoy, When would is put before the verbs that express

hate, can’t stand are followed by either a noun —  like and dislike e.g. would like and would hate,
| can’t stand housework. we are talking hypothetically about something
I really like skiing. we want or don’t want to do and probably

haven’t done. Would like and would hate are
followed by to + infinitive —

| would like to travel abroad.
| would hate to go skiing on my own.

Would is not used with can’t stand.

or by the -ing form of a verb + noun —

| can’t stand doing housework.
| really like going skiing.

B Look at the three example sentences below. Then use the free time activities in the box, or your own
ideas to make ten sentences that are true for you.
I can’t stand studying.
I love eating out.
I really hate surfing the Internet.

eating out going out with my friends going shopping going to the cinema
~ listening to CDs meeting my girlfriend/boyfriend/friends playing tennis/football/chess, etc
reading the newspaper reading novels studying surfing the Net travelling abroad

1 jess.snmemmisisssaresssseu iR SR S AT 0 wsssvivins sunmens sasuvensssdansRT v KR ann e 06 08T 504
2 e T o
3! cssssuessresmiasasvasssann sesssnas TesT SRS ST HANE B irssesarsasesonssssseeaissmeve s s e TR RS SRR
G o onvme e i 5 55,5045 T8 59 655 5 68 0 5 0 58 SR Q) o 5 55 0 iR A S e mere e
B ressonssisnssisimapersmasssissssme e vesssemss ssmisen 10 (o,

% C Organise what you want to say.

‘ e Choose one topic from the list above.

e Think about why you like or dislike the topic and spend a few minutes thinking about what you are
going to say. Make notes if you want, but don't write full sentences.

e Speak about the topic for at least thirty seconds.

UNIT 1 Studying Overseas 11



SPEAKING
[2] Talking about travelling abroad

("} A Listen to two pedple talking about travelling abroad. Does each speaker like or dislike
travelling abroad?

Speaker 1 likes/dislikes travelling abroad.
Speaker 2 likes/dislikes travelling abroad.

(;;'j B Listen again. What does each speaker say he or she likes or dislikes?
Speaker 1 likes/dislikes

Speaker 2 likes/dislikes

.............................................................................................

.............................................................................................

C Now give your opinion about travelling abroad. Try to talk for at least a minute. If you can,
- record yourself speaking.

[3] Talking about where you come from

A Complete each sentence about your home town by choosing one of the choices in bold or by

[v»iexpress tip
adding your own answer. DR RE
1 My home town is very small/quite big/very large/ ..................... and has a population of B R RS AT

300,000/5 million people/ .........cceeeveeeee . PEY EyEE
2 It's a rural/industrial/ ..................... area so many people work as farmers/for big SRR RE
companies/....ccceeeeeeeeennns : ERT T,
3 Most people live in flats/big houses/ ..................... far from/near to the
town/city/village.
4 1 like it/don’t like it there because I grew up there/it’s a nice place/ ..................... ;
5 I've lived there all my life/for ten years/ ........c..cccuuneens ;

"
6'3 B Listen to someone talking about where they come from and make notes about what they say.

...........................................................................................................................
...........................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................

Eﬁ C Talk about your home town. Time yourself and try to talk for about a minute.
If you can, record yourself speaking.

-
<
=
5
L
=
i
-
-
=
=
5
-
-
o

-
b
3
5
*
»
a
*
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[READING

4] Talking about plans for the future
anouaose , ¢
Ldnbuagg bite

Talking about future plans I’'m planning to ...

In Part 1 of the Speaking exam, you I'm hoping to ...
may need to talk about your plans for  j'm thinking about ...
the future. Look at the phrases below.

I’'m going to ...
I’'m definitely/probably going to ...

I might ...
I (really) want to ...
1'd (really) love to ...

|

{

{

{

G sl S RSB

fp') A Listen to five people talking about their plans for the future.
What does each person plan to do?

L ciicisibimiiion wion ansiaivn ions SAIBAEAPESESRTE LihhEi® SR

R

SO TPPPPUTPPPRPIOt

&) o 55w T 5 SR SR SR SR S S e (RS SR A SR SR

B3 v e o e e o S B R i R TR

g B Listen again and write down the phrase from the Language bite that each person uses

to talk about their future plans. J “express tip
L i ameasss ne BRSSO SRS R EELHRIET
2 savssens vsrpvsesusn essneera b e s s e e e e e s KEMEHES . BR
N AR UEREFERAE
G v o AR  STREYR SRR SR SRR A SRR RS SRS S MARMBERE
B r.vrenanmassunsnssose suns pmessavesm i s et et sh s s =,

[5] Exam practice: Speaking Part 1

Before the task
Reread the information in the Language bite boxes in the unit to refresh your memory. Practise
saying the expressions to yourself.

Task practice
Q Listen to five questions. Pause the recording after each question and answer aloud, using
one of the phrases from the Language bite to talk about your personal plans.

UNIT 1 Studying Overseas 13
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(1] Introduction
C;} A How do you say these units of currency? Listen and check.

1%

2€ 3£ 4¢  5p

B Complete these rules.
1 We say ‘twenty dollars’ but we write ............... .
2 The currency sign is written before/after the number for dollars, euros and pounds.
3 However, we write the sign for cents or pence before/after the number. For example, “fifty
cents’ is written ............... and ‘seventy-five pence’ is written ............... s

/"“M

';‘ C @D How do we say these amounts? Listen and check your answers. Then listen again and

repeat after the recording.

1

O O NS~ WN

[y
o

C;‘ D Listen to people talking about money.
Write down the final amount mentioned in each conversation.

14 IELTS Express Intermediate Workbook
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$65

£850
€1,400
$10,000
£1,000,000
$6.50
£10.99

90¢

25p
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[2] Predicting what you will hear

A Look at this example of a notes completion task found in the IELTS exam. Try to predict the

kind of information that could go in each answer. Which ones are probably numbers?

For example, number 4 looks like it is a price in pounds.

gadget AAME

pUArpose:

places used: underwater at the 2
in the sea

top speed: 3Gl kph

price: g I T N

available from:

Lcooter

to help you move faster in watér

”‘“m\ ﬂ fmﬁ

..................

Q B Listen and complete the notes above with one or two words or a number for each answer.

C A man is interested in getting an Internet connection for his computer, and is considering two
kinds of connection. Look at the table describing the two types of connection for one minute
and make predictions about the kind of information you will put in each answer. For example,
number 4 looks like a quantity in megabytes.

[LISTENING

Service Plan Comparison
Price per Suitable Usage Installation Modem
month for allowance cost type

heavy 18 downloading 500MB $200 | 3
surfer 2 suvsssisesassenins

movies and

online games
light $25 Using email and | 4 ............... MB [free = | 5 ccssseseessrsens
surfer surfing the Web

S s

D Now listen and complete the table above with one or two words or a number
for each answer.
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LISTENING

3] Notes completion

Before the task
Look at the notes below and predict what kind of answer is required for each question.
Which of them are probably numbers? Which one might be a name?

(' ¢ €D Task practice
Questions 1-5

Listen to two men reading a catalogue and complete the notes below. Write NO MORE
THAN TWO WORDS AND/OR A NUMBER for each answer.

gadget name: 1 ................ breather

used by: R S L

advantages: small and 3 iiciisniiiesaiies

size: 20cm -~ similar 10 & & ..oueeennnnnnnnn..

air provided: two minutes or 5 ......cceeeiinns breaths
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[4] Form completion

Before the task
A man has decided to purchase an Internet connection. Look at the application form
below. Predict the type of answers that will go in each question.

C} Task practice
Listen to a man buying an Internet connection and complete the form below.

Write NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS AND/OR A NUMBER for each answer.

AUSTRANET INTERNET CONNECTION
APPLICATION FORM

| First name: John Surname: Mr 1 .......c.oivisadenee ‘

| Addressi®. ... i Winchester Road, Sherwood, QLD 3 .....cccceevevvencannes
Phone number(s): 03 924 3116 During working I;Ours: S et

| Date for cOnnection: 5 ........coeeveeeecerens

Package type/name: Weekend Special ~ Free gift: 6 ........cccueueeeee.

Method of payment: by 7 ......cccoevrenisiiuene

How did you hear about Austranet? From 8 ..........cccocu.u..e.
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