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“Let’s find out more about each other,” Flora suggested.
“Willard, where are you from?”

Willard named a town that Amy had never heard of, but
Flora seemed familiar with it and nodded in approval.
“There’s a great skiing up there!”

“I guess,” Willard said. “I don’t ski. ”

“What activity do you like?”

“Video games,” Willard said. “Computer games. And I
collect comic books. ”

“What kind?” Eric asked.

“Superman, Batman, and Spider-Man. ”

“So you’re interested in superheroes,” Flora commented.

“Yeah. ”

Brooke turned to Willard, “Is that why you decided to join
up with Wilderness Adventure? So you could act out some
superhero fantasies?”

Her tone was perfectly innocent, but Amy got the feeling
she was mocking Willard. He had the kind of pallor that




meant he didn’t spend a lot of time outdoors, and she
guessed that maybe he really didn’t want to be here at all,
that his parents were making him to this. In any case, he
didn’t answer Brooke’s question, just shrugged, and made
it clear he didn’t really want to talk.

Flora got the message. “ What about you, Brooke? Tell
us something about yourself. ”

Brooke clearly didn’t mind talking. In the next few
minutes, they learned that she was an eighth-grader from a
town near San Francisco, with interests that ranged from
diving to gymnastics. “I’ve just started spelunking,” she
added.

“What’s spelunking?” Amy asked.

“Exploring caves,” Brooke told her.

“It sounds scary,” Tasha blurted out.

“I love to take risks,” Brooke said. “I’m into danger. ”

Amy could practically feel Tasha’s shudder. She
thought Flora would be pleased to hear what Brooke was
telling them, but the counselor actually frowned slightly.

“Taking risks can be good,” she said, “but they should
be realistic risks. And no one should be looking for danger.
Keep in mind, people, there’s a big difference between
bravery and foolishness. What do you think of that, Eric?”

“T’ll try not to be too foolish,” Eric said, and grinned.

Dallas, with his eyes on the road, called out a
comment. “No one knows that until the moment comes when

your bravery is tested. ”



Flora nodded in agreement. “ What else can you tell us
about yourself, Eric?”

“Well, I like running,” he said. “I’m on the track team
at school, and I’m a forward on the basketball team. ”

Brooke looked at him with bright eyes. “High scheool?”

“No, middle school. ”

“Oh. ” She looked away. Eric flushed slightly, but Amy
was pleased to see that Brooke had lost interest in him.

Flora, however, was nodding with approval.
“Teamwork will be every important in our adventure,” she
told Eric. “Andy, what about you?”

“I’m a high-school sophomore in San Francisco,” he told
the group. “I play a fair amount of tennis. ”

“I knew it!” Brooke declared triumphantly. “I could tell
you were a tennis player. ”

“How?” Tasha asked her.

“His arms! You’re got great definition, Andy. ”

Amy thought Brooke had to be embarrassing the guy,
but it was true that Andy was a little more muscular than the
average teenage boy.

He just smiled. “Well, I’'m not a pro or anything. My
dad’s got some weights in the basement that I fool around with
sometimes. ”

“I used to live in San Francisco,” Brooke continued.
“What high school do you go to?”

“The Clayton Academy. ”

“Oh!” Brooke’s eyes widened but she said no more.




Tasha went next, “I’m in the seventh grade at Parkside
Middle School in Los Angeles. I write for the school news
paper, and... and... I don’t know what else to say about
myself. ” '

“And she’s my best friend,” Amy piped up. “And Erie’s
sister. And a very cool person. ”

Tasha smiled at her gratefully. “I guess I should tell
everyone right now, I’'m kind of a klutz. I hate phys. ed
( physical education). So I’m a little nervous about this. ”

Flora spoke reassuringly. “It’s natural to be nervous,”
she told Tasha. “And this will be a challenge for you, but
you’ll emerge from this experience feeling more empowered
than you even though you could feel. Amy?”

“I’m a seventh-grader at Parkside Middle School in Los
Angeles, too,” Amy declared. “ Just like Tasha. ”

Flora smiled. “And would yourself a klutz, t00?”

Amy avoided Eric’s eyes and tried to think of what to
say. Flora misunderstood the silence. “ This is a great
opportunity to extend yourself,” she said. “But I promise
you, no one will be forced to do anything they can’t do.
Remember, the first goal of Wilderness Adventure is to have
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