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Prospect English

Text A

Celebrating Fifteen

I A quincenera (pronounced “kin-sin-year”) is a
special celebration held for many girls in Spanish-
speaking cofmunities of the United States and in
Latin America on their fifteenth birthday. The
celebration may be different in different countries. The
word quincenera can refer to the celebration or to the
girl. This birthday is special because it celebrates the
occasion when a girl is not a child any more and has
become a woman. It is a very important day for many
young girls, a day they dream about for a long time.
Everyone who knows the girl will celebrate it with a
: church ceremony and a big party.

2 There is a lot of preparation before a quincenera celebration. The most
important and expensive thing is the girl’s dress. The dress is like a bride’s dress
but is usually pink; however, today many girls wear dresses in other light
colors, also. The birthday girl chooses fourteen girls and fourteen boys who will
be her attendants at the ceremony and the dinner dance that follows.

Traditionally, these girls and boys are younger than the birthday girl, but
sometimes they are the same age. The dresses for the girls must be in the same
color and style, just as the suits for the boys are in the same color and style. The
reason for this is that all eyes will go to the birthday girl on that special day. Then
the family orders a cake that is special, like a wedding cake. Sometimes the
godparents pay for it. Many times, the cake is so big that it needs a special
table. Next, the parents rent a hall for the party and rent a band to play music.
After that, they decide on the special food to serve the guests. Often a
quincenera celebration can cost as much as a big wedding; the size of the
party depends on how much the girl’s parents can afford.

10

25



3 On the night before the girl’s fifteenth birthday, a band plays in the evening
outside her window. Then the day of her birthday arrives. First, the girl’s family, her
godparents, and her attendants go to a religious ceremony in the church. The girl
receives a bouquet of flowers and blessings and prayers that will help her to live a
strong life. Her parents are proud of their grown-up daughter, and they embrace
her. Then she leaves the church with her attendants and goes to the hall for the
special party. Before they go to the party, they pose for photographs.

4 The hall is beautifully decorated with flowers, and it is full of guests. They
- wait for the girl and her family to arrive. The band plays music, and the party
' begins with a dinner. After the dinner, the girl dances the first dance with her
father. Then the other attendants start to dance, followed by the guests. Everyone
has a good time, and they all dance until midnight. It is a day she will always

30
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remember.

quincenera /'kinsinjia/ n.
pronounce /pra'nauns/ v.

celebration /,seli'breifan/ n.

church /tfaitf/ n.
preparation /,prepa'reifan/ n.

pink /pipk/ n.
attendant /a'tendant/ n.
traditionally /tra'difansli/ adv.

suit /sjut/ n.

godparent /'god,pearant/ n.

40

(492 words)

the festival for girls’ growing up  F{A %5

to declare, make the sound of (a word, etc.)
BHFR, E7, WFS; toutter, announce %3
(the act of, an occasion of) celebrating pk#i
EHRFE, KRS, Kt

building used for public Christian worship  # %%
the act of preparing or sth. being prepared #:
&, ik, BENEY

pale red color of various kinds #¥41,

servant or companion R4 5, M, BEMAAR
in the way of handing down from generation to
generation of opinions, beliefs &4

set of articles of outer clothing of the same
material (SbEXKRER) —F&, —&l

person who undertakes, when a child is
baptized, to take an active interest in its welfare

3



Prospect English

band /baend/ n.

serve /sav/ v
afford /a'fo:d/ v.

blessing /'blesin/ n.
pose /pauz/ v.

photograph /‘fautagra:f/ n.

Phrases and Expressions

dream about

a bouquet of

be proud of

be decorated with
full of

wait for

Proper Names

Spanish
Latin America

Exercises

R (8) st

group of persons who play music together 4k
BA

to work for g THE; BR% .
(usu. with can/could/be able to) to spare or
find enough time or money for X, HHEH
oo (Bt BASE)

the favour of God ##&, LHFHWIE

to put (sb.) in a desired positions before
making a portrait, taking a photograph, etc. #2
3

picture i, MK

Bh, BHE, R, BR
S -ee - TR A

Ry, W
S8R, Mt

BEFE, WAIFA
LT M

=4 Read the following paragraph and recite it.

A quincenera (pronounced “kin-sin-year”) is a special celebration held
for many girls in Spanish-speaking communities of the United States and in Latin
America on their fifteenth birthday. The celebration may be different in different

-



Unit 1

countries. The word quincenera can refer to the celebration or to the girl. This
birthday is special because it celebrates the occasion when a girl is not a child
any more and has become a woman. It is a very important day for many young
girls, a day they dream about for a long time. Everyone who knows the girl will

celebrate it with a church ceremony and a big party.
B Answer the following questions orally first and then write your answers down.

1. What does the word “quincenera” refer to ?

2. Why is the ﬁfteenth blrthday 1mportant and spec1al for glrls in Spamsh-speakmg

communities of the United States and Latin America?

3. How do people prepare for a quincenera celebratlon?

4, What is the role of the band‘?

5. What is the order of dancmg at the party?

0 Fill in the blanks wiih the words and expresslons given below. Change me form
where necessary

" pos;tm'e "':cewgrate""’“,f attend " feﬂow
lof , ,L,,waw/for __ beprou;i of
~ prepare for decorate wz;%

1. It will be your birthday tomorrow; we will it.
2. He had the honor of @ upon the pre51dent

3. The tree is various gifts at Christmas.

4. The handsome man is the =~ of the lady.

5. The old man believes in ~~all his life.

6. The farmers are rain.



Prospect English

7. His s the best in his class.

8. The students are busy = final exams.
9. The artist asked his model to take a good
10. Nancy kept me ~~ her at the school gate.

D Rewrite the following senfences with “as...as...” or “not as/so...as...” .

Model: I can dance well.
My sister can dance well too.

— I can dance as well as my sister can.

1. The number of students in our class is 50.
The number of students in their class is also 50.

2. Henry is very clever.

Henry’s brother is clever too.

3. Your father is not cheerful now.

Your father has ever been very cheerful.

4. The present situation is not serious.

Joe thinks the present situation is very serious.

5. This building is 8 meters tall.
That building is 4 meters tall.

E Translate the following sentences into English.

I X BRABETFHRNEEGiH, (be proud of)

2 MFRBFNRE, X—KREBMNBREURMEEN—K, (dean



