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Confucius was the great philosopher and educationalist in

ancient China, and the founder of Confucianism, which had enor-
mous influence in Chinese history. Confucius himself is held in

great respect by Chinese people.
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In 1993 in the “Declaration toward a Global Ethic” of the
Parliament of the World’ s Religions, it was put forward that

Confucius’ statement“What you do not wish for yourself, do not
do to others. "be regarded as the Golden Rule of Global Ethic.

Tang Yijie
November, 19,2004 .
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Note

Confucius was a philosopher and educationalist in ancient China.
The Analects is the most important work that recorded his ideas. It also
contains some sayings of a few other Confucian scholars.

Confucius lived in an era of political chaos; he wished a moral and
ordered life. Confucius believed human nature is fundamentally good. He
believed in an ethical heaven and that human nature was endowed by
heaven. The answer to the social problems could be found in humanity it-
self. The reason for people’ s not practicing good was due to they forgot
how to be good. Therefore he decided to dedicate his life to convince peo-
ple and restore human nature’ s natural excellence. He believed, once
people did that, everything under heaven would return to benevolence.

There are detailed descriptions of Confucius’ daily life in The
Analects. Through these the readers can see what kind of person Confu-
cius was, how did he handle his daily affairs. As he said, it’s not diffi-
cult to be good, everyone is capable of it.

There are words which have meanings different from the expressions
in nowadays usage. For example, by “leaming” Confucius meant learning
of truth rather than leaming of specific knowledge. “Harmony” referred to
being in conformity to heaver’ s mandate for mankind. Some important
terms and concepts are listed in the appendix.
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FMHEI2Z, RFEFE? BRBEFR, RFERFE?
ARH, AR, AFEFF? (RiE) FRELE)

[iEx]

FEREWRRXBERBA T LR, FTERE®
7 AESFEEWARET K, FREREED? AXKF
TR, REFBR R FTUR-NMHERE FL?

Is it not pleasant to acquire true knowledge and at due
times to apply it to practice? Is it not delightful to have friends
with similar ideals coming from afar? Is he not a man of virtue,

who feels no discomposure though men take no note of him?

FREB:“FLXFAURZ 382" FA: “BmiF
F, A 0TE,2UABZ W,
((iE) AAEKERR)
[#F3c]
FREE: AT 26AXTF N HBEFTR?A
FU:RBTTEFE, T L 6L E T AEHO0 B, BT
VS48 R R

Zi Gong asked, “Why was Kong Wen Zi styled ‘ cul-

1’ ?’,

The Master said, “He was quick and fond of learning, and
he was not ashamed to ask those beneath him. That is why he

was called ‘ cultured’ .”
- 2 .



FRA:“BRGE; FLBEBHN, TR, EHH

5, 5Kk, 5MAEE. BARE, BLRZFER,”
(X&) FhBHE—)

(%3]

FER—MARCERBE, FEIF, HBBR
SHMBEEE, REBMUBCH L AMRXXE, H#E
WEFRE. BHENAREARZAF IS, R —FHM
EERFFT”

Zi Xia said, “If a man honors virtuous and forsakes
charm; if, in serving his parents, he can exert all his strength;
if, in serving his duke, he is ready to give his life for him; if,
in his intercourse with his friends, he can be faithful in word.
Although men may say that he hasn’t leamed, I will certainly
say that he has.”

MBHE, A+ B, TAT AT R,
K#iE) EmBEEL)
[F3x]
BFHRBENLERE,ZE+ S E¥(H), T URA
AWH#ET,

If a few years were added to my life, I would give fifties to
the study of the Book of Changes, and then I might be purged

from gross error.
. 3 .
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At fifteen, I had my mind bent on leaming truth; at thirty,
my words and deeds were appropriate; at forty, I perceived truth
and doubts ceased; at fifty, I understood what heaven had man-
dated for mankind; at sixty, I could comply with the appoint-
ments of heaven; at seventy, I could do as my heart desired,
and never swerved from the path of right.

B! %, MZF? MZANZ, FAAFH, A
o ((#3E) AHBF=)

[#x] |
W, RBEEARp, PENRESE, FRERE
A i, XA e !

You, I teach you what knowledge is. When you know a
thing, hold that you know it; and when you don’ t know a
thing, admit that you don’t know it. This is knowledge.

. 4 .
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[Ex]

AFH:RAFEHZ, AEIBLIRRKAELS
B LRREE, EHERTIE, RLEMATHER,
AR RITHE N AEAHTRE, T LB E L LHF
B

The Master said, “I have talked with Hui for a whole day,
and he hasn’t made any objection to anything I said; as if he
were stupid. But when he is gone, if I examine his conduct
when away from me, I find he can do what I teach him. Hui is
not stupid.”

RARL, ATRLE Bt P ARLT , AATRAE L4,
(%) BERFX)
=39
REAEFEUEFEHA, T UG RAR T RN ZFEF;
TEEFEXFUTHAFT UGG ERAEF,

To those whose natural endowments are above mediocrity,
the subjects above the common may be spoken of. To those
whose natural endowments are below mediocrity, the subjects
above the common may not be spoken of .

. 5 .
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Learning without thinking is vain; thinking without learning
is confused.

INFREFERCF)o (), ATELS, AT AT, AT LASE,
A&, BZBL,EZ2HE; SRTFREAFELRZE,
((#3E) MEEE+L)
39 |
FEMAFHLAFZICGEIRT? 2GEITUHRER
AT ARG REA, M m e R WA, 7 LK SRR
Fiko WRATUARFERG, BTUFKEE X, EF
UEANR-—BEBERNEF,

My boys, why don’t you study the Book of Poetry? The
Odes serve to stimulate the mind. They may teach you insight.
They may teach you the way of sociability. They may teach you
the art of satire. From them you learn the immediate duty of
serving one’s father, and the future one of serving one’s ruler.
From them you can be acquainted with the names of birds,
beasts, and plants.

. 6 .
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If a man keeps cherishing his old knowledge, and adding
new knowledge to it, he is fitted to be a teacher.

BAEHEL EARHE; RILFEEL, RAR
B, XWFEHE, 2, IEERZE,
(#%38) EBHFZ)

[#3x])

EoiAl R iR, (EREHEH)RERT R
MAERESR T BEARAL, R H X, (EElEH)R
BIRARUEAERT . EBRBTXFERAFTEAT
RMEE wREGWE RRT U HEET -

I could describe the ceremonies of the Xia dynasty, but for
its descendants Qi people witnesses fail. I coumd describe the
ceremonies of the Yin dynasty, but for its descendants Song peo-
ple witnesses fail. This is due to the insufficiency of their
records and wise men. If those were sufficient, I could cite
them in support of my words.
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