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Preface

This book is the result of the writer’s observation early in 1994 that while some legal
subjects benefited from numerous textbooks and considerable critical commentary,
others seemed by comparison to be bereft. Legal Ethics seemd to be in the latter
category and this book was conceived as an attempt to fill the gap. The book is not
intended as a comprehensive guide to any particular professional code. Therefore
many of the topics covered in, for example, the Law Society's Guide to the Professional
Conduct of Solicitors, are not covered in this book. Rather the book aims to inform
and stimulate debate about fundamental questions of ethics as they relate to the
practice (business?) of law at the beginning of the 21st century

Thanks are due to a great many people and institutions without whose help and
support this book would not have been written. The Alexander Maxwell Law Scholarship

Trust funded an extended period of study leave during which I undertook the major

part of the research. Professor Deborah Rhode was my host at the Stanford Law
School’s Keck Center for the Study of Legal Ethics and the Legal Profession in the
academic year 1995-1996. Professors Dawn Oliver and Jeftrey Jowell as successive
Deans of University College London Faculty of Law gave me moral support and
practical help. Professor William Twining, as general editor of this series, took the time
to read the manuscript and make many helpful suggestions before it was submitted to
the publishers. Stephen Guest, Kim Economides, lan Dennis, Rodney Austin, Juhian
Webb and June Chapman all read and commented on individual chapters. My students

on the undergraduate Legal Ethics course at UCL taught me a great deal about the "

strengths and weaknesses of various draft chapters. Eversheds, one of the UK’s
leading law firms, generously sponsored the study packs used by those students,

which included much of the material now contained in this book. John Hall, head of -

Eversheds education department, was particularly helpful.
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Finally, my wife Kathy gave me endless encouragement and helped me to persevere
when my faith in the project was beginning to wane. ‘

Richard O’Dair
February 2001
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