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Abstract

China has entered a new historical period of building a well-off
and harmonious socialist society. In this period, the ethnic work cen-
ters on “ struggling, developing, and being prosperous conjunctly”.
Although great progress has been made in multi-ethnic regions, the
gap between rural and urban areas, between the west and the east has
further been expanded. Owing to the long formed dualistic social eco-
nomic structures between the urban and rural areas, social security
system is separated sharply between the city and the countryside.
Farmers, consisting 70% of the total population, enjoy little benefit of
social security system except the traditional ways of land and family
security. In particular, security system in multi-ethnic west lags be-
hind severely and lacks arrangement of special system. The aim of this
study on social security in multi-ethnic areas is to explore a way of
building a social security system with Chinese characteristics adapting
to the level of economic development in these areas, and serving as a
reference to pushing forward this system with scientific view under the

new situation of building a harmonious socialist society.
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This book is based on the worldview and methodology of Marx-
ism, with wide reference to western theories on social securily system.
The methodology of this research, from the perspective of multi-disci-
plines, includes the combination of theoretical principles with prac-
tice, of the qualitative approach with quantitative method, of induc-
tion with deduction, and the comparison of history with present situa-
tion. In addition to the reference of plenty of theories and current re-
search achievements, the author collects 600,000 figures, and plenty
of first-hand data by abundant fieldwork and interviews. In the rele-
vant analysis, the author mainly focuses on the tradition and present
situation of economy, society and culture in the multi-ethnic areas. In
the effort to find a rule of developing a social security system in multi-
ethnic rural areas, the author pays attention to the integrity and practi-
cal operation, makes efforts to consolidate the universality and particu-
larity.

This book is divided into three parts, the introduction, the body,
and the conclusion. The body includes 12 chapters. The book thor-
oughly reviews the theoretical background of social security system,
and the changes of this system in multi-ethnic rural areas. The author
comparatively studies foreign social security systems in rural and
multi-ethnic areas. He investigates the traditional security patterns a-
mong ethnic minorities in Yunnan. On the basis of abundant case
studies and practical analysis, the author creatively brings forward the
theory, the system and the policy of building rural social security in
multi-ethnic minority areas, the selective road of social security, so-

cial security among urban laborers who come from the countryside and
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lost-land farmers, social security to the exiremely poor people. The
book, based on the facts in Yunnan, practically proposes a timetable
for building rural social security system in multi-ethnic areas.

Literature review, which collects academic achievements in this
field, is put in the end of the book in the appendix for reference.

On the basis of previous research achievements, this study en-
deavors to be creative. The creativity of this book can be concluded
from the following aspects:

First, the author combines general facts with special features.
From the perspective of building rural social security system in multi-
ethnic areas, and by using Marxist theory, the author not only analy-
zes rural social security system in multi-ethnic areas in the context of
national and international social economy, focusing on the general re-
quirements of building a social security system with Chinese character-
istics, but also gives prominence to the special features of rural social
security system in multi-ethnic areas, considering the similarity and
differences between the rural and urban social security system.

Second, the perspective of selecting one province as the case of
the study is representative and typical. The author chooses one prov-
ince as the focus of the study mainly because rural social security sys-
tem, its framework, administrative patterns and security standard will
be built mainly on the basis of each individual province under the gen-
eral prescription given by the central government. Such perspective
shows a macro, medium and micro combination of the study , and a
breakthrough of the limit of the previous micro study which is based on

a county, a town and a village.
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Third, an overall review and comment on the changes of social
security system has been made. In this study, changes and develop-
ment of social security including social assistance, social insurance,
social welfare and social arrangement in multi-ethnic minority regions
are academically reviewed. A creative comparison is made between
the urban and rural security system in such regions. The traditional
security thoughts and ways among different ethnic minorities, as an
important part of China’ s traditional security system, have long been
helpful for them in their progress and development in the course of his-
tory. Up to date, it still has a function that is hardly substituted.

Fourth, a new way is suggested in building social security system
based on the theory and facts in multi-ethnic areas. The book puts for-
ward the basic thoughts, overall framework and practically selective
approaches of building rural social security system in multi-ethnic are-
as, which breaks through the pattern solely based on social insurance
system. The author, giving prominence to social assistance, proposes
a multi-level security pattern in accordance with the nature of social
security system. In the light of new changes in poverty, he creatively
puts forward the importance of establishing social security system in
poverty alleviation. Almost every suggested policy is based on case
study or on the analysis of first-hand data.

Fifth, a new perspective is proposed to construct a special securi-
ty system for the extremely poor ethnic groups. On the basis of “mak-
ing large policy for small ethnic groups”, the author suggests taking
special security measures for ethnic minorities with small population or

for those who live along the border and who have transformed to social-
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ism directly from the primitive stage in order to narrow the gap, to en-
sure their basic life necessities, and to promote development. In the
effort to cover more people and to be more suitable for the practical
needs of them, the system should center on building medical security
and basic life necessities.

Sixth, security pattern aiming at helping the urban laborers who
come from the countryside and the lost-land farmers is put forward.
Urban laborers and lost-land farmers, as marginal groups of the city
and special ones among farmers, have long been excluded from social
security system. As a result, it is necessary to create a security system
to cover them. The book not only emphasizes the commonness of the
two groups, but analyses the special features of them as well. It then
puts forward a relevant multi-level security pattern and measures to
take.

Seventh, the author reasons the construction of rural social secur-
ity system in multi-ethnic areas from the perspective of finance. From
the fact that China is still on the primary stage of socialism, and
building a harmonious society and a new socialist rural area are histor-
ical tasks, the book creatively analyses the issue of building rural so-
cial security system in multi-ethnic areas from the perspective of fi-
nance. It properly deals with demands and possibilities , highlights the
phases in development of the society. The finance analysis serves as
one of the theoretical foundations of the system and makes it more
practically possible.

Eighth, a schedule is made on the construction of rural social se-

curity system in multi-ethnic areas. The book suggests a practical
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schedule on the construction of rural social security system in multi-
ethnic areas, which is concreted on the basis of the development of so-
cial economy and the actual plan. In the timetable, the author proper-
ly deals with the relation between the building of an integrated system
and the single policy. He analyses the timetable of each system before
integrating it into the whole one. On the one hand, the arrangement of
the schedule is promoted as a whole, on the other, it is emphasized

separately.

Key Words:rural social security, ethnic perspective, the building of

a system, the choice of approaches, progressive time
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