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Abstract

Technology has become the most striking phenomenon in social life
since the mid-19th century. On the one hand, modern technology had
been multiplying enormous power changing nature and rapidly construct-
ing a modern artifical world by combining with science; On the other
hand, the rapid growth of technology enlarged and intensified the inner
contradictions of modernity. These sharpening contradictions can be list-
ed as follow: the conflict of technological reason and humanistic reason,
new autarchy and oppression, the deterioration of ecological environment
caused by development of economy, the antinomy between development
of technology énd the social harmony, etc. The dual effect of modern
technology impelled theorists to reflect on technology from various aca-
demic subjects such as philosophy, sociology, anthropology, etc. for
finding the sticking point of “paradox of technology” .

I believe the philosophical reflection on technology need to break
through the thinking framework of modernist and fix the theoretic eye-
shot in the context of post-modernity. The reason is that modern technol-
ogy grew in the thinking mode and social ideal of modernist which mold-
ed the configuration, mechanism and pattern of modern technology. The
embarrassment of modern technology can’t be fundamentally overcome
on condition that we don’t abandon the notion that “technology only is
means or instrument of conquering nature”, the thinking mode of * tech-
nology determinism”, the illusion that “technology will always conduct
human being’ s progress and liberation ”, the long-cherished idea that
“technology amounts to the prolongation and application of science”.
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Postmodernist philosophy which emerged in the mid-20th century could
be seen as a critical reflection on the entire enterprise of modernity. The
new thinking mode, theoretical perspective and academic implement
which postmodernist offered provided the resources of thought for reflect-
ing on modern technology completely and deeply.

As a forerunner of postmodernist philosophy, Martin Heidegger
firstly questioned the essence of technology. From the perspective of phe-
nomenological ontology Heidegger considered that the essence of modern
technology was “by no mean technological thing”, but predominating
“Ge-stell”. After Martin Heidegger narrated technology in an anti-mod-
ern way, delegates of postmodernist philosophy had pondered technology
in their individual theoretic view and academic pattern. Lyotard viewed
modern technology as one of the modern “meta-narration”, which hadn’
t brought the committed liberty and welfare, quite the reverse, it execut-
ed the function of legalizing the defects of modernity. From view of post-
structuralism, Michel Foucault thought technology was the sort of micro-
implementing-mechanism of “knowledge/ power/moral”, thus, technolo-
gy is not only a tool of attaining goal, but always a socially and historical-
ly governing strategy. Jean Baudrillard read text of technology from sym-
bolics, and he regarded the artifacts as a suit of signal system in which
the downright department of “signier” and “signied” caused the main
puzzle of modern technology. -

Under the influence of postmodernist philosophy, the occident phi-
losophy of technology showed the tendency of empirical turn”,” which
was essentially the response and identity of postmodern thinking mode,
and corresponded to the “little narration” that postmodernist philosophy
claimed. The empirical philosophy of technology applies itself to opening
“black box” by substituting “descriptive theme” for “the normative
theme”, “technologies ” for “technology”, “little narration” for “great
narration”. The new development of foreign philosophy of technology
imply that we may construct a new view of technology — a postmodern
view of technology, which is the total attitude and ultimate standpoint
about the essence of technology, the makeup of technology, the drive of
technology, the development of technology, the function of technology,
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the value of technology and the relation between technology and society in
the postmodern context. Postmodern view of technology is from and be-
yond modern view of technology, the transcendence of which is just our
hope to solve the “paradox of technology” .

The above content is the basic thinking track of my research, which
can be considered as an initial research of “postmodernist philosophy of
technology”. Here, I write it down and prepare for publication in order

to communicate with academic field and gain aspiring response.
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