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To understand architecture from life,
To enjoy life in architecture

—— Angus Zhou
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Foreword

By Mr. Zhang Yongyue

“To understand architecture from the per—
spective of life, and to enjoy life in
architecture”. That is a bidirectional annota—
tion to the concept of living architecture by
Mr. ZhouQiyuan, Chief Living Architect of
FCC Living Architecture Consulting Limited
Company in New Zealand. Illustrating the
relationship between life and architecture from
this dimension, he narrates the deep level
connotations, and thus goes down into the
essence of architecture.

China ancient “Emperor Legend” carries,
“Dwelling is human’s foundation. Human
stands because of dwelling, dwelling exists
because of human. Human and dwelling sup—
port with each other feeling exceedingly high.”
German renowned poet Herdeline says,
“Human roosts on the earth”. Thus we can
see, regardless of time and space, housing,
this architectural shape, is spatial carrier closely
connected with life, and it constitutes the
essential element of human life.

Architecture is the physical body of city,
which is spiritual symbol of city and fine
space for residence. As for residential archi—
tecture closely related to inhabitants’ life, its

various links such as design, construction,
furnishing and maintenance all serve an ulti—
mate goal to serve life. People’s life quality
and living standard are closely linked with
housing, and housing with well—developed
functions, graceful environment, comfortable
pattern, suitable price and top quality are
always desires to be realized. From this angle,
architecture is purely a residential space when
built by third—rate developer, attractive ar—
chitectural shape by second-rate developer,
and beautiful life by first—rate developer. The
concept of living architecture and its realiza—
tion has precisely reflected one kind of values
of men of insight represented by Mr. Zhou
Qiyuan, as well as their persistent pursuance
for creating first—rate architecture.

The proposal and implementation of liv—
ing architecture concept have a universal
positive significance for healthy development
of real estate industry. Currently our country
is in a fast growth period of urbanization.
World experience indicates that, in such a
process we should pay great attention to ur—
ban planning and architectural quality, oth—
erwise inevitably it will draw out a lot of
architectural trash. As far as the current stage
concerns, the proposal and realization of liv—
ing architecture concept are of special sig—
nificance to continuous and healthy develop—
ment of the real estate industry in Shanghai.
After macro—economic regulation and control




in recent several years, Chinese real estate
industry is facing significant transformation
among which the most basic changes hap-—
pens to economic growth mode that is shift—
ing from the extensive growth mode to the
intensive mode. In this transitional period,
market concentration will enhance to keep
the superior developers and eliminate the in—
ferior ones, and product quality will become
first essential factor to decide whether it is
to be accepted by market or not. At this
time, zealous advocacy of living architecture
will undoubtedly play a positive impetus role,
whether in driving the creation of a harmo—
nious society, or in promoting the change of
growth mode for housing industry.

“Living architecture” is the crystalliza—
tion of Mr. Zhou Qiyuan’s working experi—
ence and theoretical thinking for the past
nearly 40 years. Mr. Zhou went abroad when
he was still young, and has been living overseas
perennially. Many years of overseas experi—
ence enables him to understand and illustrate
architecture from a higher perspective and a
much wider field of vision. In addition, Mr.
Zhou has long taken delight in exploring the
relationship between life and architecture.
Through unceasing summarization, refinement
and practice, he has finally developed his
concept of living architecture, and endows it
with rich connotation.

Many years later, Mr. Zhou returned to
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his birth place, Shanghai. He felt great changes
and vigorous development here, and posi—
tively participated in Shanghai’s new life
and his new career in this city. In this process,
we made acquaintance by predestination. First
time met, Mr. Zhou talked about living
architecture; after attentive listening, I feel
this idea is advantageous to Chinese real es—
tate industry development, and then I am
glad to recommend it. Thereupon, we had
Mr. Zhou’s lecture on living architecture. In
2006, we held the “High—level Seminar on
Living Architecture in the 21st Century in
Shanghai China” in Shanghai Xijiao Guest
House. So a research further gives rise to
publication of the book “Living Architecture”.
As one of the earliest readers of “Living
Architecture”, 1 feel that the word count is
not much, but it is infiltrated with the author’s
many years of thinking and comprehension.
By fine style and vivid pictures, author elabo—
rates the rich connotations of living
architecture. Just as the author says, “living
architecture is the subject I elaborate, but
joyful life requires everybody to experience.”
When I read this book, I absorb related spe—
cialty nutrition whilst acquiring a joyful psy—
chological feeling, and from this, I have ob—
tained a lot of beneficial enlightenments. Wish
the book will be published soon, so that
more readers can share this joyful mood.
To be as foreword.
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