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Perfect!

“Old Xie”, My Father!

Written before the publication of the collection

of my father’ s paintings and writings

BY Xie Yiqing

I still felt tipsy after my returning from Bordeaux,
I would go to enjoy the whisky of Scotland
later, and, between the two trips, there was a
short period of ten days staying in Shanghai,
when I was surrounded by my friends, they held
feasts one after another. The excitement also came
from watching the World Cup, we were six hours
behind the matches, the sleepless nights for
Argentina and over enjoyment for Italy had
kept my laziness and slightly inebriated for the

summer.

Finally at a breezy dusk, I sat with my father,
“old Xie” at the balcony of the 21st floor and
had a nice chat with the cold watermelon. It
reminded me of the tiny balcony we had fifteen
years ago where I counted the floating cloud and
sang songs. Earlier before that, it was at a third
floor balcony, “old Xie” taught me Three Hun—
dred Tang Poems and Standard Articles of An—
cient Master Writers, one article each day. I sat
quietly, listened and played mischievous tricks to
him when I was asked to recite the article. Later
on, we moved to the sixth floor and again at the
balcony, “old Xie” taught me Les Fleurs Du Mal,
Leaves of Grass, I understood them, and even
composed a poem as a gift to him at his birthday.
After that period, he guided me to study the
doctrines of Confucious and Mencius, War and
Peace, John Christopher. But I just rejected! As a

rebellious young person, I took a different path



for my career.

Until now, I still fight with him, and this may
be caused by my laziness, or maybe, he is too
strict with me. To me, “old Xie” is always
positive and energetic, and never to be knocked
off by any difficulties. He has maintained his
habits of writing, painting, editing, planning na—
tional and international exhibitions even though
he had to stay in bed for a few months when he
hurt his back last year. He never felt disap—
pointed and unhappy for overloaded and unex—
pected works, he kept looking forward, and be—
ing optimistic. Occasionally he would be upset
and angry, despise the coward’s and sluggard’s
way of thinking and behaves, to maintain his
strong personality with a heroic spirit as a
Shandongnese. He would roar to avoid being
unhappiness and fight for the justice.

“Old Xie” 1is old—fashioned. He respects those
elder generations and creates close friendship with
those noble folks with talents and high prestige.
He enjoyed spending all energy for their promotion.
He has great passion for his hometown and held
lectures on Chinese Resistance War Against Japa—
nese Invasion and other parts of Chinese history,
he also brought foreign experts to the interna—
tional schools founded by local farmers in Shandong
Province. In his heart, hometown is the last peace

of uncarved jade.

Hanging in the northern room on the old apart—
ment on the sixth floor, there was a long poem
he wrote to me, as time went by I could hardly
remember clearly the verses, but the general mean—
ing printed in my brain is that one was born for
serving others and should not waste time in life,
and should lived for a meaningful life, taking the
responsibility and making contributions for his or
her country and its people, so on and so forth.
Therefore, he paints, he writes, he plans exhibi—
tions and tries all his endeavor for any projects
he undertakes. He laughs at himself that: “most
part of my career has passed, even I have left
with one hand, it will still help to protect others;
I’ d rather risk my life to be working as a
running horse or a devoted friend, with an artis—
tic spirit, I determine to provide with the best

»

service”.

I think “old Xie” could feel lonely at some point,
after his laughing and playing, furiously cursing,
some of his thoughts, after all, may not be practical.

Apparently we haven’ t shared the same ideas
and this may be caused by our different attitudes
in philosophy, however, we may reach the same
goal by different routes. After all, I always
respect those who have strong wills. “Old Xie”,

you are perfect!
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