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Abstract

Positivism is facing challenges in urban planning subject, despite of the efforts and in-
creasing requirements both from the public and from the professionals calling for ° planning
scientifically’ , or regarding urban planning as ‘a science’. Methodologically based on the
* critical theory’ ,an alternative paradigm of positivism, this study analyzes the difficulties of
positivism existing in urban planning, explains the different views of urban planning prac-
tice, and sketches a theory framework, which combines humanism and positivism. Interview
with different kinds of urban planning participants and Desk-study of urban planning thoughts
are two main approaches to get the information.

Urban planning subject has been replaced by urban studies and planning studies, ai-
ming to develop urban sciences and policy sciences. The logical links among the spatial needs
of people’s urban living, urban planning conditions, planning actors and their actions as well
as the physical environments have been cut arbitrary in urban planning theory. Due to the
multiple understanding of urban planning practice, theory researchers give different answers
ontologically to the question of what is the study object of urban planning subject, which
leads to the difficulty in correspondence of knowledge to reality. The urban planning partici-
pants ‘shape the city’ in a mixed — woven process which contains aesthetical, historical ,
political, religious approaches as well as positive principles. Though efforts can been made to
study the process scientifically, it could be difficult to say this process is scientific and the
results get from it are positive.

The urban planning practice should include that of participants, planners and research-
ers. The integration of urban planning practice can be realized at any spatial levels. The com-
mon nature of these practices is to deal with the conflicts among different people’s spatial
needs. The urgent task is the capacity building to adjust ‘the added needs’ to ‘the basic
needs’. The study of spatial needs for urban living, their conflicts and coordination consti-
tutes the hard core of urban planning subject. The priorities, consensus, and the cost of un-
certainty must be carefully considered.

Key Words: urban planning; structure of knowledge; positivism; view of practice;

spatial needs
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