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About the Book

This book explores human rights theories from social and cultural perspectives
and demonstrates strongly a typical Chinese discourse of rights philosophy. The
first three parts of the hook expound the history of formation and growth of human
rights concepts and put forward many original ideas on such important issues as
the connotations of human rights concept, the origins, the basis, the elements and
the development of rights, the logic structure of human rights thinking, theoretical
debates on rights, the experiences relating to the reform of rights institutions in
modern time, and the nature, the main elements and the contradictions of modern
human rights concepts. The last part of the book explains the values and the ori-
gins of human rights, conducts in-depth comparative study on the relationship be-
tween Chinese tradition and human rights, and puts forward the idea of reforming
and governing the existing human rights concepts with the spirit of harmony. The
four articles in the Appendix deal with, respectively, the origins and the basis of
Marxist human rights concepts, the moral foundation of human rights, Milne’ s
concept of minimum human rights, and the dissemination of human rights concept
in China and the problems encountered in this Process. The author advocates the
establishment and development of Chinese human rights theories and institutions.
The book, both rich in theoretical contents and concise, is suitable for readers
from all walks of life.

Since its first edition was published by The Press of China University of Poli-
tics and Law in June 1992, the book has been reprinted 5 times and it was par-
tially revised in 1993 and 2000. It won the National Prize for Excellent Books in
1994 and the First Prize for Excellent Academic Works by Young and Middle—



2 About the Book

aged Scholars of the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences in 1995. Some Parts of

the book have been translated into English, German, Japanese and Korean and

Published in several foreign countries.
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