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ABSTRACT

ABSTRACT

The present dissertation is a research on the culture and tourism of Yangzhou.
In 1982, Yangzhou was approved as one of the first 24 historic and cultural cities by
the State Council. In 1999, it was awarded the title of Excellent Tourist City in Chi-
na. By placing the survey of Yangzhou’s tourism in the context of its history and cul-
ture, this dissertation evolves around three aspects — the review of Yangzhou tourism
history, its current situation, and the foundation and strategy for its future growth -
with the aim to form a new idea about developing its tourism by making full use of its
culture.

The main contributions of this dissertation are:

First, case studies. By selecting as a sample Yangzhou which has a long history
and rich culture, this dissertation conducts a comprehensive study of Yangzhou’s rich
culture and its relation to tourism, and demonstrates the cultural influence on tourism
development.

Second, innovative research perspective. At present time, few researchers are
concerned with urban tourism, and less include the cultural elements into their study
of the tourism of a cultural and historic city. Exploring Yangzhou’s tourism develop-
ment from the cultural perspective is the significant originality of this research.

Third, daia utilization. The readings of the researcher include official histories,
chorographies, almanacs, minutes, and novels from one dynasty to another. The re-
searcher has also collected all available first — hand governmental documents and ar-
chives ranging from the layout of the city development, the programs of national e-
conomy and social development to the programs of tourism development.

Fourth, innovative research methodology. Quantitative analysis and positive re-
search are applied to the survey of Yangzhou tourism development. Through quantita-
tive analysis of the investigative data collected by Jiangsu Provincial Tourism Bureau
and Yangzhou Municipal Tourism Bureau, this paper makes a thorough survey of
Yangzhou tourist resources, the reception capacity and the tourist market; and, by
comparing Yangzhou with other cities in Jiangsu, reveals the advantages and prob-

lems in Yangzhou tourism. Besides, positive approach is applied to the analysis of
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The General Planning of Yangzhou Tourism Development. After pointing out both a-
chievements and deficiencies of this planning, this paper suggests that in designing
The General Planning of Yangzhou Tourism Development five pairs of relations
should be taken into account: the development of Yangzhou and the inter — regional
cooperation, the tourism development and the social and economic development, the
tourism development and the protection of the cultural and historic sites, the devel-
opment and the sustained development of tourism, the tourism development in the
municipal area and that in the county area.

Fifth, proposing a unitary development through integrating culture into tourism.
This paper offers a scientific definition of Yangzhou culture and summarizes its types
and features. After reviewing the course of Yangzhou tourism development and explo-
ring its management system, reception capacity and its customer market, this paper
further proposes the basic guideline for composing the development program of Yang-
zhou tourism.

This dissertation includes ten paris: the introduction, a review of Yangzhou his-
tory, a summary of Yangzhou culture, the types and features of Yangzhou culture, a
retrospection of Yangzhou tourism, the development of contemporary Yangzhou
tourism, an analysis of Yangzhou tourism resources, the managing system of Yang-
zhou tourism, an analysis of Yangzhou reception capacity and customer market, and
the stratagem for Yangzhou tourism development.

The Introduction explores the evolution of the historic and cultural city of Yang-
zhou, the definitions of some basic concepts employed in this papér, and the status
quo of the research on Yangzhou culture and tourism. Historic city, cultural city and
historic and cultural city are three different concepts. It is urgent to conduct a com-
prehensive and systematic research on Yangzhou tourism by placing it under the cate-
gory of historic and cultural cities.

Chapter One surveys the historical development of Yangzhou and demonstrates
that Yangzhou has undergone four prosperous periods in the past: the Han Dynasty,
the Tang Dynasty, the Qing Dynasty, and the contemporary era. Ever since the
founding of the PRC and the implementing of reform and open — up policy, Yangzhou
has been experiencing a steady growth in economy and synthetic strength.

Chapter Two offers a developmental outline of Yangzhou culture. Yangzhou cul-
ture originated in Han Dynasty, thrived in Tang Dynasty and reached its peak in
Qing Dynasty. In Qing Dynasty, the cultural and economic prosperity of Yangzhou
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ABSTRACT

brought on the birth of Yangzhou School, Yangzhou Eight Eccentric Artists, Yang-
zhou College and the flourish of the engraved printing.

Chapter Three summarizes and analyzes the types and features of Yangzhou cul-
ture. Owing to its rich cultural deposit, Yangzhou is a condensed reflection of the
developmental course of China’s history and culture. Yangzhou culture is a typical
townsfolk recreational one consisting of canal culture, garden culture, celebrity cul-
ture; cuisine culture and leisure culture.

Chapter Four interprets the characteristics and historical values of the traveling
and touring activities in Yangzhou history, which include imperatorial inspections,
literati travels, business trips, religious pilgrimages and populace sightseeing.

Chapter Five observes Yangzhou tourism in contemporary era, which is an a-
chievement of the open — up policy and has undergone a rapid growth in recent
years. With the establishment and perfection of the market economy, Yangzhou
tourism is facing brighter prospects of development.

Chapter Six studies the types and features of Yangzhou tourist resources, and
reveals that the rich historical and cultural heritages are the most characteristic and
competitive tourist resources of Yangzhou. These heritages construct the solid basis
for the integration and development of Yangzhou tourist resources.

Chapter Seven explores the current managing system of Yangzhou tourism. In
the management of Yangzhou tourism, the municipal government performs the role of
making scientific planning, constituting laws and policies, and providing normalized
market and public services; the municipal tourism bureau is in charge of both civil
and international tourist business; other municipal administrative departments —
such as Yangzhou Landscape Administration Bureau, Yangzhou Culture Bureau, and
Yangzhou Ethical and Religious Affairs Administration Bureau — also respectively
bear the administrative responsibilities of the gardens and parks, cultural and natural
legacies, and religionary sights. This segmentation in tourism administration restrains
the smooth development of Yangzhou tourism.

Chapter Eight analyzes the reception capacity and customer market of Yangzhou
tourism. Owing to the small size and loose cooperation of the traveling agencies and
to the severe deficit of the restaurants and hotels, Yangzhou tourism as a whole is in-
competitive and lingers in the middle ranking of Jiangsu tourist market in terms of its
civil and overseas customer quotient.

Chapter Nine, analyzes and appraises the composition and implementation of
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The General Planning of Yangzhou Tourism Development. In order to transform Yan-
gzhou into an important tourist city at home and abroad, a series of measures should
be taken: planning scientifically, building a whole brand of the tourist city, innova-
ting tourism administrative system, strengthen development of tourist resources and
tourist products, scientifically deploying constituents of tourist industry, establishing
a principle of Yangzhou and Zhenjiang mutual development and making Yangzhou as

a part of Yangtze Delta tourit metropolitan area etc.

Key words: Yangzhou Culture Tourism Modern History Research
Tourism Development History
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