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Lesson One Pinyin and Pronunciation

E—BT UEBEEM

Unit | Pinyin Basics

1.1.1 V&4 (Introduction to the Chinese Language )

METEZ B LB, “TUE”, B# TS WIS NFRIE, £t =X
ZIE, FFEMEXELCPRINEE, R, REFSAE, AMIEHEELRC®
FbIs, FEEAREINSCT, HE, RAER X LR “IGE” XARIE,

ATHE] “DGE”, 24 “EEE (DUERKLRIE) . Tl 1 LA 5
APRHES , AL 5 R 5, AMSE AP (15 SO M B v M U s
B, EEIEIRARA B E L IES, AR —F S,

In its broadest sense, Chinese is an umbrella term that includes a number of often
mutually unintelligible dialects whose speakers share the same cultural and historical
backgrounds, and more importantly the same writing script. However, here we will
use the term “Chinese” in a narrower sense.

When we refer to the Chinese language we mean the Standard Chinese Language
whose pronunciation is based upon the Beijing sound system, whose basic vocabulary
is based on the northern dialect, and whose grammar is based on typical modern liter-
ary works. That is, standard Chinese is a well defined language, not just a dialect of
daily speech.

1.1.2 VUEBFSEAE (Introduction and Pinyin Basics)

DUBBIE R, B— 2 DM EERE R4, 95, BRI KA

— 1 —
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UEMERB—NZEWHE T, DIEHSTERRA “DUESE” & “Ps,
DR MEZ —, RENSEIG@EEGALGTMIRE, BT, RITE2IFEG
B, MOREFIDURME S AR, B, RIS %I, RI1T6

FURBEAE N B BDIE & 2 T 8. BTLL, IG5 IE S MRS S + /) &
o AR, FRATER Ty S USRNG5 > 8 T AR B A A

The Pinyin system is a romanized representation of the pronunciation of standard

S ok
H
=

Chinese. In Chinese, Pinyin literally means fo spell sound. Tt was designed as a tool
for native Chinese speakers to learn the pronunciation of zi (characters) and to look up
unknown characters in dictionaries. At the initial learning stage, we will use this Sys-
tem to learn Chinese pronunciation and basic sentence patterns. Later on we will use it
to learn characters in a totally non-native environment. We use the Pinyin system as an
aid for pronunciation. Therefore , though the Pinyin system is important in learning
correct pronunciation, you should do your best not to become dependent on it.

DURDEE fH 26 M5 IEFRRMFAN TR, Sk, %26 TR E S
FRLK, ENERRENS, S%ERFME SR, T I 2
ENHWAE.

The Pinyin system consists of 26 alphabetic letters, which closely correspond to
the letters of the English alphabetic system. Be aware that these letters have nothing to
do with the English pronunciation. These 26 letters correlate with completely different
sounds, which could just as well be arbitrarily represented by numerical values or a set
of meaningless symbols. Please follow the teacher and the recordings for the correct

pronunciation.

L 1.3 PUEET4H ( Chinese Syllable Structure)

A (Tone)
A Bk (Initial ) #t; (Final)
[C] [M] v [E]

C: %% (consonant)
M: 4+ (medial) (i/ u/ i)
V: JB& (vowel)

ol g



Bk PEMEE

E. #& (ending)
[]: ATRAAREIP# 7 (optional)

Z545] ( Examples) :

e & JLHE BE
b- -e i béi (north)
m- -1 ng ming ( bright)
-a n an (to press)
y * -0 u you (to have)
w ok -0 wo (me, I)
1- -i- -a ng liang ( cool)

( *here y=i, w=u)
AR AEIMesTERAESR, S5HSHy M w, IRNEEES,
MRS i Fl u,
Attention; when i and u are not preceded by any initials, they are witten as y and

w respectively. If there are any initials, they are written as i and u.
1.1.4 71 (Tones)

DUBRAFARANIES . XMEH, A&EEFRAEIRAE M0 ST K 5
Mo HERBARMAF FHREMEMEL, BREMNHFARTIARWEL, T
I AT R P AR R B AR R R

Chinese is a tonal language. That is, pitch level and the contour of pronunciation
differentiate meaning. Though English also has different levels of pitch and contours,
these values do not serve to distinguish meaning. The pitches and pitch change of 4
tones are shown in following figure.

DUBBHE R, AREST TR TE LA RS S ER4DARSER (F—7,
5. SB=AMENE),

In the Pinyin system, the four tones (first, second, third, and fourth) are repre-
sented by tonal markers.
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B30 (For example) : TS -
1(—) one

i () aunt "4

i (#) chair

i ({¢) a hundred million | 3

md (%) mother | 2

mda (BR) linen
md () horse
md (&) curse

|
B 19
8
HEH

L1.5 JoEHEMEAFHE (Vowels and Simple Finals)

aoeiuiier

X7 AFREA—ITCEWR B, W, REMT.

a: KEAFHETE iR ahh,

The letter a is pronounced as ahh, except in two cases which we will mention
iater.

i: REMFISE R bee i f-ce, AL z-, -, s-, zh-, ch-, sh-, and
r-Ja sk,

The letter i sounds like ee except after the initials z-, c-, s-, zh-, ch-, sh-,

and r-.
u: K EUNFZEE BT true F-ue R shoe & -0, CE R EIR T ERT
LR

The pronunciation of u is similar to the ue in frue or the oe in shoe. It is pro-
duced by puckering up your mouth and sticking it out as far as possible.

o: ZEH u M), RRMEELEHOMBLE u AL,

The pronunciation of o is similar to that of u except the position of tongue’s back
is lower than pronunciation of .

e: KB, HXMBEHR o MMM, BEEFBRANMH, fE5RT,

— 4 —



