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An Interpretation to the Hui Ethnic Group

Abstract:

This book is an overall interpretation to the Hui ethnic group from
comparative ethnology perspective. It falls into three parts.

The first part is an interpretation to ideological theory of the Hui
ethnic group, focusing on the birth and historical development of the
Hui ethnic group. Through hundreds or even thousands of years, the Hui
ethnic group has cultivated their own ideology, morals, souls, and per-
sonality. More importantly, the Hui ethnic group and the Han have es-
tablished strong blood ties. They have mutual affinity and stood together
through thick and thin. Of these things, the Hui ethnic group shows
prominently outstanding ability of communication, adaptation and affin-
ity. Compared with "rank standard" of the Han and "Age standard" of
the Manchu people, the "Order standard" of the Hui ethnic group repre-
sents such ideology in soul as tolerance bringing strength, laws of
morals of duality within one. In particular, the Hui ethnic group plays a
positive role in constructing harmonious society in our multi-ethnic
family.

The second part of the book is an interpretation to the habits and
social conventions of the Hui ethnic group. Based on interviews, ex-
changes, investigations and discussions with inhabitants of the Hui eth-

nic group, old and young, men and women, coming from all walks of
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life including workers, peasants, cadres, students, intellectuals and i-
mams, either lived in compact community or lived scattered from 10
provinces or autonomous regions and cities with the most representative
nature, the author made an interpretation to current situation of food,
clothing, transport and shelter of the Hui ethnic group around China. A
review and remark were also made as for the changes and innovations
of the love of the Hui ethnic people for the country and religion, dietary
habit, social conventions, marriage and friendship with the aim of en-
abling the readers to have an entirely new knowledge of culture of the
Hui ethnic group from horizontal (to Islam) and vertical (the Han Con-
fucianism) perspectives, especially the integration of the Hui into har-
monious Chinese culture,

The third part is an interpretation to the culture of the Donggan Hui
ethnic group people living in Mid-Asia. Based on investigations on sub-
Jects of the Donggan people (they called themselves "the Hui ethnic
group in Mid-Asia") within the border of Kyrgyzstan and Kazakhstan,
who take up two thirds of the Hui ethnic group people in Mid-Asia, the
author made an overall interpretation to their cultural manners, linguis-
tic ability, generosity and elegance, hardworking and struggling spirit,
preservation of their culture and true love for China by eating, living,
traveling and discussing together with local people. The author gave a
vivid description of landscape and cultural background of the Hui ethnic
group in Mid-Asia in its real flavor in the form of diaries, which leaves

readers a deep impression as if they themselves were in Mid-Asia.
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