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Ancient Thinkers

LF
nit1 Confucius

Key Sentences

R4y

. To govern is to keep straight. If you take a lead in doing so,who will
dare to act otherwise?

B, Et, FRUE,BBAE. (GLIE - BMH))

. Good government should make people nearby live happily and those
far away desire to come.

EER, ZER. ((BIF - FH))

. Is humanity far away? So long as | want it,it is right here by me.
{IEFR? BRELC,HEER, ((RIE - BW))

. Do not do to others what you would not like yourself.
SRR, T A. ((GEIE - BW))

. When you see a virtuous man, think of emulating him;when you see
a immoral man,examine yourself.

REEFE  AARTABER. ((BIF - B1))

. The superior man is always calm and at ease;the inferior man is al-
ways worried and full of distress.

BFHGH DAKRE. (GEE - RMW)) J

_+_L_
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n.

. It is desirable for a superior man to be slow in word and prompt in ac-|
. To spread what you have heard on the way is to throw yduf virtue a-

. The superior man seeks to enable the good wishes of others, not their

10.

12.

fion.

BTHMTEMETIT. (GBIF - B12))

way.

BT, BZFER, ((RF - l‘Eﬁ‘)))

bad ones. The inferior man does just the contrary.
BFRAZE FABAZE, PR, ((L3F - BIM))
Men who differ in their ways cannot fake counsel with each other.
EARF, AAERE, ((BIF - BRA))
A man who reviews the old so as to find out the new is quadlified to
teach others.
ARETEH, ATLUARIIR . (CGEE - RBO) ,
When three of us are walking together,! am sure fo have a teacher.
I'd select his merits to follow,and his bad qualities to correct myself.

ZAAT L BERITE  BEEETAZ, Exﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁizo
((ik - BW))

_

onderful Paragraph
MERBR

LT 4F

onfucius

Confucius, whose given name is Qiu, styled himself Zhongni ( 551-

479B. C. ) ,was born in Zouyi, the State of Lu ( now to south-eastern Qufu,a
city in Shandong Province) . As founder of the Confucianism,he was a great
philosopher and educator in the end years of the Spring and Autumn Peri-
od. His forefathers were nobles in the State of Song, later the whole family

was

moved to the State of Lu. When Confucius was very young, his father

_2_}_
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died,so the family began to decline. He developed a firm and persistent
character owing to the early years’ experience of frustrations.

L7 i B A

onfucius’ Thought

Confucius was the first thinker in China’s intellectual history to consider
moral standard as the first and highest criterion of man’s behaviour and
government. The core of morality, according to him is humanity ( humane-
ness or benevolence). “To be humane is to be a man,” he said. This
shows that in his view it is the quality of humanity that makes a-man a
man. He poinfed out that humanity meant to “love other men”;to “help
others to be established when one wishes-to be established oneself; and
help others fo be successful when one wishes to be successful oneself” ;
and “not o impose on others what one does not desire oneself” .

|
¥ F(iB) |

bout the Analecis

The Analects is a book compiled after discussions by his disciples,and
probably his disciples’ disciples, who had taken notes of what their master
and his main disciples had talked about.

The book is faithful and reliable because it is based on the notes taken
by the students of what their teacher had said. At the same time, it is only
natural if there are in it some repetitions and inconsistency in wording, be-
cause it is a collection of the notes taken by different students. _

In the book there are all together about 490 sayings of Confucius and
his main disciples. These are divided into 20 sections, in about 12700
words. They discuss a wide range of subjects. morality and rites, govern-
ment and law, education and learning, knowledge and practice, music and
poetry,the genfleman’s quadlities and the small man’s weaknesses, the will
of Heaven and destiny, the mean, the way of self cultivation, and the right

_4_3_
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attitude toward ghosts and spirits. In addition , there are o few entries descri-
bing Confucius’ personality and lifestyle. In size it is a small book,but it con-
tains immeasurable wisdom. It was like a torch that it up the path of the
Chinese people for centuries, because, in spite of its limitations, it distin-
guished between right and wrong. The Chinese people’s appreciation of the
book and Confucius is poetically expressed in the following two lines written
by a scholar of the Song Dynasty: “Had Heaven not produced Zhongni
( Confucius) , there would be eternal night. ”
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Whinl Bk

[on humanity 1=

loving and understanding & A . %1 A

poverty and low position & % . & &

on the rites ;&L

essence of the rites ¥, 2 &

the rites and harmony F2 4 #

the foundation of humanity 1= Z &

filial piety and reverence # 5 #

on self-cultivation % 4 5

four worries 9 it &

examining oneself three times daily
Z4EH

amending faults ALK

on the gentleman and the small man
BEFEAA

rectification of names iF %

on teaching and learning i 3 5 %

inferring three corners after being
shown one # — K =

on knowledge and practice # %1 5 47

diligent in duties and careful in

speech 1K & 84T

talking and doing & 5§ 47

personality and words A 5 &

on literature > X %,

on the way and the mean i 5 W
&

loyalty and reciprocity & %

the mean & _

going too far and falling short i1 %t K
y3

simplicity and refinement X Ji{ # #

heaven ,destiny and ghosts and spirits
RERBE AW

destiny , the rites and words 4, %L,

2

= .

about confucius himself X T, F &
A

being established at thirty = + T 3L

blaming neither heaven nor man R

"R, FAA
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&BF
nit2 Mencius

ey Sentences

i AT R ]

. All men have the mind which cannot bear (to see the suffering of oth-|
ers). '

ABERBAZL. (EF - AHHLE))

. There is no man who is not good; there is no water that does not flow

downwards.

AXEARE KXEBEARAT. (&ZF - &FLE))

. If a ruler honors the worthy and employs the competent so that offices

are occupied by the wisest, then scholars throughout the world will be

delighted to stand in his court.

MR, AT, MR TZEEE, MELTHHR, (EF -

AHALE)) '

. The compass and square are the ultimate standards of the circle and

the square. The sage is the ullimate standard of human relationships.

HE, FTRZES;ZAARZER, ((RF - BEL))

. In a state the people are the most important; the spirits of the land

and grain are the next;the ruler is of slight importance.

RAIR HBKRZ, BhHE. (EF - BRLTH)

. The great man does not insist that his words be necessarily truthful or

his actions be necessarily resolute. He acts only according to right-

eousness.

KAE  ERME TALR MFE, (EF - BET))

_§+



