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Abstract

The objective of this research focuses on the historical documen-
tations and literature of Qian’ Kingdom of Wuyue. The cenclusions
are reached as follows.

Firstly , the historical book of The History of Wuyue, as a funda-
mental and most impoertant book of the study of the history of Qian’s
Kingdom, has 23 versions in mainland China. These 23 versions came
from three sources, namely from the collections of Qian Zunwang’ s
family in Shugu Dang Study in Qing dynasty, from the handwritten
copies of the Complete Library in the Four Branches of Literature com-
piled at the order of Emperor Qianlong for which Wu Chongxi wrote
the postscripts, and from the block — printed version of Qian Dadao in
1599. The deluxe edition of The History of Wuyue is the version of the
handwritten copies of the Complete Library in the Four Branches of
Literature rather than the version of collections of Four Books in Series
and of Xuejin Taoyuan.

Secondly, the writing and compilation of scholarly works in
Qian’s Wuyue Kingdom are prolific. Altogether, there are 49 authers
with 139 werks in 2, 417 volumes. In addition to these 139 kinds of
books there are 32 kinds of books whose volumes are unknewn and 2

kinds of books in 12 volumes written by scholars in Qing dynasty. As
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far as the number of volumes is concerned, Buddhist monks, royal
family scholars and aides to officials differ;: 1, 320 by Buddhist
monks, 711 by scholars from royal families and 385 by aides to offi-
cials. As far as numbers of authors, kinds of books and volumes are
concerned, Kindom’ s of Wuyue ranks 2 in Ten Kingdoms’ period
with its number of authors second to that of South Tang’s dynasty.

Thirdly, the historical contributions done by Qian Liu to ZheJiang
areas are demonstrated by both his wise political policies and econom-
ic policies. In politics, he followed a policy of being loyal to Central
plains of China, thus making people live in prosperity and peace. In
economic construction, he led his people to build water conserving fa-
cilities and enlarge cities, thus laying the foundation for the economic
development of the area. Among hié policies, his reluctance to pro-
claim himself the emperor is worth mentioning.

Fourthly, the representative figure among scholars from royal
families of Wuyue Kingdom is Qian Liu whose theme of poem is loving
people and-protecting people. This theme is reflected in his view of
performing meritorious services for the people and holding in awe and
veneration for the heaven. His free styles, grand subjects and optim-
ism constitute his peculiar writing features in his poems. The contribu-
ting factors to his three features arise from his busy military life, his
scornful attitude to arts and rough personality. Compared with the sen-
timentalism of literature of royal families of Wuyue Kingdom and po-
ems of two emperors of Southern Tang dynasty, Qian Liu’s theme of
loving people mixed its optimism is superb and outstanding.

Fifthly, literary achievements of aides to ofﬁcigls flourished in the

period of King Qian Liu. The representative figures among them are
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Luo Yin, Luo Ye, Luo Qiu, Wu Renbi. As far as the artistic and ide-
ological levels of poems of Luo Yin, Luo Ye, Luo Qiu are concerned,
Luo Yin’s are best regarded with Luo Ye’s the second and Luo Qiu
the third. Wu Renbi is best commended for his mastery of four or
eight line poems with seven characters each line. The literary achieve-
ments of aides to officials of Wuyue Kingdom are second to those by
aides to officials of South Tang’s dynasty and West Shu Kingdom.
They are also no better than achievements of those by scholars from
royal families of Wuyue Kingdom. The reason for this is their system
of recommending rather than competitive system of imperial civil ex-

amination.

Key words: Qian Liu, Wuyue Kingdom, Historical documenta-

tion, The History of Wuyue Kingdom, Luo Yin, Wu Renbi.
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