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FOREWORD

Year 2005 is the last year of the Tenth Five-Year Plan for China’s national economy and social de-
velopment and as well as the most important year in which historic achievements in the construc-
tion of socialist modernizations were obtained. Under the Party Central Committee represented by
President Hu Jintao, the whole nation practiced the scientific concept for development and gained
new achievements in reform and opening and the construction of socialist modernizations. All of
the targets of the Tenth Five-Year Plan have been achieved completely. GDP per capita has ar-
rived US $§ 1740 and China has become the fourth biggest economy. In October of 2005, the CPC
Central Committee published the suggestion on working out the Eleventh Five-Year Plan for
2006—2010, particularly stating that the GDP per capita for year 2010 will be doubled compared
with that for year 2000. The condition of people’s residence, traffic, education, culture, sanita-
tion and environment will be improved greatly in order to promote the construction of a harmony
society. The Central government has particularly made the plan for how to deeply implement the
strategy of developing the country through science and education and strengthening the country by
talented persons and insisting on the priority development of education, specifying that the govern-
ment should take the responsibility of assuring the compulsory education, and popularizing and
consolidating the compulsory education, and that great efforts should be made for developing voca-
tional education and for enhancing higher education quality. All these have clarified the direction
“of the Eleventh Five-Year Plan for National Education Development. In 2005, the State Council
held the National Conference of Vocational Education and made a decision on developing vocation-
al education with great efforts. Meanwhile, a series of new measures on strengthening. vocational
education in rural areas were made. According to the strategy of the State Council, Ministry of

Education started to research on the Outline of China’s Education Development by the year 2020.
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For timely and full reflection of implementing the strategy of developing the country through
science and education, the macro education planning and other important policies, since 2000 the
National Center for Education Development Research (NCEDR) has edited a series of reports on
the researches in China’s educational situation and poli¢y analysis annually—Green Paper on
Education in China, which explores the hot issues and difficulties on educational policies being
concerned by the broad masses of people and also offers references about the international trends

of educational policies.

The 2006 Green Paper on Education in China is the seventh volume of this series of reports,
which is composed of fourteen sections in three parts. The first part, Review of the Current Situa-
tion of Education in China reviews the reform and development of education in 2005 and stresses
the analysis in the new progress of relevant policies regarding vocational education and rural com-
pulsory education, which is the first topic “ Vocational Education and Rural Compulsory Edu-
cation”. In the second part, New Views of China’s Educational Policy indicates another theme of
the book as “Educational System and Sustainable Education” , putting forward to construct a
modern socialist education system with Chinese characteristics that is under the context of lifelong
learning, national education and linking with international development, stating the relation be-
tween education and sustainable education. In New Views of China’s Educational Policy and Poli-
cy Trends of Worldwide Education, collecting some thematic articles which makes up the third
topic of the book: “Development Trend of Higher Education”. This book is edited with a rig-
orous and scientific approach and provide with up-to-date and rich information. We try to show the
achievements in educational policy research more precisely and at a possibly higher level. This

book is well worth reading.

We hope cordially that this book will be of useful reference to the educational researchers,
administrators, principals/presidents, teachers and the students of colleges and universities and
as well as to those who are concerned about China’s education. Also we wish the concerned sectors
of the Communist Party and the government, macro managerial sectors and social organizations
and the public to make greater supporting efforts with further attention to education. At the same
time, we welcome any comments and suggestions on this book and do our best to make Green Pa-
per on Education in China meet the needs of the most people and be a popular work of fine qual-

ity in the field of educational policy research.

Editor
September, 2006
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