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FOREWORD

Chinese hand-made carpets are a national craft of great antiquity and are,
therefore, of considerable significance in Chinese culture. The craft, designs and
colours-like Chinese society itself-have changed and developed over time, so that
the product itself marks the evolution of that culture. The weaving of carpets is a skill
that has been passed down through many generations, and has been practised in
Shaanxi, Ningxia, Qinghai, Xinjiang, Inner Mongolia and Tibet, and in many of the
pastoral areas of China.

In ancient times, carpets were used to embellish the temples, palaces and
homes of the nobility,, mainly in China. Today they are found not just in museums and
in private collections, but also in numberless private homes all over the world.

Under the rules of China’s planned economy, hand made carpets were manufac-
tured almost exclusively for export and became a major source of foreign currency
from 1950 onwards. As the nation’s economy was improved, so rules were changed.
And from 1992, sales to domestic clients were permitted. It is now quite common to
find one or more hand made carpets and rugs in the homes of ordinary families.

There is still a widespread lack of knowledge about most facets of our own na-
tional carpet craft, and in this book my attempt is to fill this gap by discussing its his-
tory, the techniques used, and its various styles and designs. Many illustrations will,
hopefully, put the Chinese carpet into its correct historical perspective, explain why
they are being increasingly sought by rug collectors in all corners of the world, and
serve as a spur to our contemporaries in their development of designs for the modern
carpet industry.

This is an ongoing project, so | look forward to receive helpful ideas and con-
structive feedback from all and sundry.

Gencang Wang
Beijing, 8 March 2007
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HISTORY AND DEVELOPMENT

BEEARLMAISYIEIL, L 8000 FRIMFTASM, BREEASEA. SEARER LI T ZMmRL
KRS &2 B, EF5ARBNAY. 1958 FEMIRNRESE2 L L THASNRNLANEY, 5E
REHZEEIL48RL (B 1-1-01). RETHEHLRARCEAE T —EKE. £&5HEHERNAN SIS,
RELETEH, RHEXNEE, AMNSEsBkEsRY.

Archaeological research under-
taken in the basins of the Jing and
Weirivers hasrevealed painted pot-
tery and, more interestingly, textiles
made with jute (flax), silk, kudzu and
wool. All these date from the Chi-
nese Neolithic era (ca. 5000-3000
BC.)

1-1-01 FrASSRR ZAY%E
(about 5000 B.C ) Fragment of silk fabric

1960 F, e HBRIANREM, IR 2870 RMEARR, B+ T ABHFARBNRNES. EHFNES.
EMEHAPFEGUMNEL, RREN20 EX, #6. BEHEANEY. DELBNT. Bf., 245
ERBEX 4R, GABESEK6TIR. ERERRELER (AR). ABNEER LESITE M EBS
MEDGILE . XATRER RS KT TITEMBNOSEMRE PSSR A. TR, MMM ARNEES,
5 AR ER Mt RO, SR24AFMS. B(1-1-010) 2EARMK K+ NEAYE L S541E
)18 WL »

Excavations in 1960 in the Nuomuhong area (at 2870 m/asl.) in the Chaidamu basin (Qinghai) re-
vealed wool, woollen cloth, and belts dated to about 4000 BC. There was a woollen cloth spun by
washed wool, which had brown and yellow stripes. Its weave density measured 14 warps/cm, and éto 7

wefts/cm. Arope made by twisting two strands of wool together, contained some knots as well as tufts.




1-1-01a (about 4000 B.C). Fragment of woolen fabric. Qinghai Museum,

RERKEH S000 FHUXAHE. KEAFHRK (L9771 30 2] - 77 21 HE¥)), FELA. Fh.
BENGRARARRR#H—PHRRE. #SRID I2H, ‘ERFFRGAK, RBESHFYafER M. Hb,
AN REREREAROMNLZAR. BN AREAMERENHEREL 2N AREEE. IVEME.” It
FESN42005F. FENIZIRNRE, REL. FRAFBIZSRMBENEETER, he W EINSRICH.

The technology of weaving silk, flax and Kudzu developed greatly between the 30th and 21nd cen-
tury BC, the early years of the Yan Huang dynasty. Magian SI's great history "Shiii"(writed 104 B.C.), which
he was birth 145 B.C finished in 99?7 BC, recorded that in or around 2200 B.C: "The Emperor Shun assigned
the task of controlling floods to Xia and Yu, and confirmed what special local products should be re-
ceived in fribute. In Jizhou, for example, it was to be basket loads of decorative patterned silk textiles, in
Qinzhou basket loads of tussah and in Liangzhou it was to be jade, fox, and carpets". This is the earliest
record of both silk and tussah, and thematerials (that) are still in use today.

From all this one can reasonably assert that, for at least 4000 years (at a conservative estimate) wool
has been collected, spun, dyed, woven into cloth and made into clothing in China. And it may well be

that other woollen products were made for use on the floor to keep out the cold and the damp.

Here are a few of the numberless archaeological fragments of various epochs, excavated over the
years:

19785 fHsaa £ 7 iR
(2TTHT 1122 -57 771 FIMFEE
MO EHE () REFELZL FRAL
BELBANEELSY X ZHEAM
BENERFEXY.E 1-1-02.% 5K
21 [EXK, 5 16.5 K. FBIEMIEIL
B o

1-1-02 FERAFCHEZFTRE(1100B.C - 771B.C)




PLATE 1-1-02 excavated in 1978 in Harmi (Xinjiang) and dated to the Xizhou era (1100-771BC). A
weft-faced weave with woollen warps and coloured woollen wefts (two colours); size 21 cms x 16.5

cms.in Xingjiaon Museum.

Bl 1-1-03 B3R EATEHEHEE
H XM E (ATTHT477-51221 ) F T
TEFEMBRA . EESEREEW
BENTF LITEF EB SRR
BMRE. BIKRE, TREFIH
BRIFRA, BEDEFIITE
MR FIE, BEFFEEITEN
R (FEH) KK EYIE R

1-1-03 FTHTEFEERBIEH HE (477 B.C-221 B.C)

PLATE 1-1-03 excavated in Loulan (Xinjiang) and dated to the Zhangguo era (447 - 221 BC). Knotted
pile technique with knots in at least three colours in English Museum.

19845 e EOM RN TOXRF TITEEEMBR S, B E K16cm, E32cm, BE AL ¢ 2 X E 4,
AR RE REHE R0 NE1-1-04, FEEEEKR.

PLATE 1-1-04 excavated in 1984
in Luopu, Xinjiang, and dated to
the Han Dynasty (206 BC to 220
AD). A weft-faced weave with
woollen warps and woollen wefts
in at least six colours (red, yellow,
blue, beige, white, and pink); the
pattern consists of groups of four

parallelograms. in Xingjian

Museum. Size: 16 cms x 32 cms.

1-1-04 SXRRF THEEE BT F XL (206B.C-220A.D)




Working on a site in the desert in Niya, some 150 kms, from Mingfeng (in Xinjiang), archaeologists from
the Xinjiang Museum found textiles of cotton, flax and wool. A further site about 150 kms. NW of this

revealed some hand-knotted fragments of woollen pile carpets.

1959 . FHBEMIEE HAAEBHRE, HefiEit, LTFHBd#E/REERRFAEILL 150 2EHX
g, BTN BSRENAHE. K. EAY. EBEUFAILA=ZQ2BMNMTE, KITHRX(2TT 25-220
F)VFILITEFEMBNE S K7.6cm,3573cm, (B1-1-05), (E1-1-050), FHEEMIEWRE. FEXHELY S, 5

HEWBAENRE , BFOEELE, NOEARNFNE, ERDLARANEDSMERL B YLENF TTE
H .

1-1-05 RIXRFILITEFEBE R (IEW) 1-1-05a (#m) (25A.D-220A.D.)

TN ESEREAABTFEM (1) 1RBL, BRREIHEMKRE. 24ERK ER0.8-1.22K.
SLISER/N, HRRAN2-3 2K FIEANELZEBENAREYEELEHMK, ERAI =K. RAKE
EHE, SETERFLOHAL, EABHFBIREE FREDGLE. ELENPREDHE(Y), IR
FILITEMBNBMERITE T A2 — IMITETZZESHETE, LEH, FHERMAFER. RIGHEN
ATTEEMRBEN TR 2 AT E T EREE—HEDYLE, THARGL. SEMAA—H, THOHEMAS.
HBRHELD L2 EHEL 14 2K, MELHLKER 20 X, Bit, st iBHMAR. XHHBFR
REDFRENBERAZEFTT 2.5x3.5 M4,

PLATES 1-1-05 and 1-1-05a The face and reverse of a piled rug dated to the Donghan Dynasty (25 to
220 AD). Both the warp and the weft were of Z-twisted undyed yarn. The warp threads were loosely twisted
and had a diameter of 2-3 mm. There were six rows of tightly twisted weft threads between each line of
knofts, and these had a diameter of between 0.8 and 1.2 mm. The pile was long (20 mm) and tied on two
adjacent warps, using a symmetrical “(Ghiordes)” knot. The knot density was 21/2 x 31/2 knots to the

square inch. The work was quite loose, akin to the Djulchirs of south Central Asia. size :7.6 cm x 73cm.

EHIEEXERHEN, 2T HRAMBARITHSLNAET (B 1-1-06), HFREANTF, BthEA
AT XFALTMS R T LB AMKRFRAMEM. BTN, LA EN T EMIEREA—
B, BESL LRELHAE, ARFIS%. HEEYIERE.




PLATE 1-1-06 This wooden comb tool was found in the Nya site, and was the sort of instrument used for
hammering down finished rows of knots in pile carpets. It was called a wooden hand because of its

appearance, which was very much like the comb tool used today in making Chinese carpets.

Records dating from the Zhou Dynasty (1066-221 BC) contained references to felt-making techniques.
There was even a brief text about carpetsin "SHANG SU - ZHOU LI"BY Confucius (551-479 BC).

AR+ HEZF=—HLNFARRUMLE, BREFTEHBEMELEAMMNIZEN, IR T HERAR.
2500 FRINFABE R FHREMN EH. <AL FMELDEP, hAEMEANERIEL.

1986 A st = 7B (A TTHT 1 T H42-AT 771 F) FEHK, K S4cm 3 14cm, (B 1-1-07) EHHE R
ERABFENMREAENFESRTRBESIRER (RZENTE). FeaE L SR AE.

PLATE 1-1-07 Excavatedin 1986 in Hami (Xinjiang) and a fragment of patterned woollen felt attributed
to the West Zhou era (1100-771 BC). Size: 54cm x 14cm,

1-1-06 R#F (25A.D.- 220A.D.) 1-1-07 FEFEM(ATTAI 11 842 - 77771 5)(1100B.C-771B.C)

19695 EHBAARRL L T HRENBNBEZISEEREYFF, W(E1-1-08) 22 K27cm, 58 13cm. 5@
EYEYRL. NI BB B S SMBAREA T E, PEMRIZA (S A] REA RN B R 2 RMMEE LS.

PLATE 1-1-08 Excavatedin 1969 in Qiemu (Xinjiang), and dated to the Zhangguo era (475-221 BC). This
fragment was described as being woven in a slit tapestry technique, sometimes described as being a"full
warp, cut weft" fechnique, and known in China as Zhui Zhi (when of silk) and Ge Zhi (when of wool). Size:
27cmx 13cm

Fabrics created in this manner on silkk warps and using silk and/or woollen threads for the patterns,
were called “KESI” This technique led to gaps in the structure where a surface colour changes. The craft
reached its maturity by the Tang Dynasty (618-907 AD)

1985 A MRILIER BT THRX (AT 25-220 ) REAMEERKAEY, %S 230 EX, 21.48 EX,
(E1-1-09) . IRSHEFZUAN EF FADNEFMNDL, AFEERE, WHIORK E, HAEESED, O
SR, (E1-1-090) RHEEMS—8HS, METRLIMNLEG, £5HEE, RERIR. RUL TESBNGRATE
Ko HrsBEITE YR <




1-1-08 & E@BAM S EEREMES (A TTHT 475B.C- 2A7TRT 221B.C)

PLATE 1-1-09 showed one part of a textile fragment measuring 230 cm in height and 21.48 cm wide,
which was excavated in 1985 and which has been attributed to the Eastern Han dynasty (25-220 AD). The
pattern showed a horse with a man's head - like the mythological centaur - with ribbons fluttering in the
wind and playing a flute, placed on a background covered with peonies.

PLATE 1-1-09a showed a human head taken from another part of the same tapestry. And Plate 1-1-09b

showed a schematic drawing of the slit tapestry technique.

B 1-1-09 ZIX(25A.D.-220A.D.)EERAHFEHE (G A) 1-1-09a (R 1K)

BA—BA, RAZE. EERCRREESHFAIZ. REBR “BEWS". ZITER, AT
WELXBIRANT, REVEER THELLETZ. IMRATER: FRZM (B, £4) 64, RRAYERL
FREK, HAGEAN B TRAMSHENT , ARELL OB RBBESBARL, R 7T EFBHESHE

6 SHZEFEKET KSR AYNESLBBEN, SR2MTN. SFRBENS.




PEMEMNERTEL, HEEAXESHHL, X ]
F 8B EEIR. HENBHEUTLRE. THER
FHP AT, RS, D UE ERER R, ;
BMEBMEATIUEY, hEEREMAI. & K. %8 :

B g ME BN EL AR PTINOFES, 4N —4E,
EEEEHI. SHERYA 1820 EX .  § o

(B 1-1-100, B 1-1-10b) 2FAKRMKRHNMEE, B L :

BEMAEER, ESMAETEBRBNERTER. o ”
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The designs of Chinese carpets and other textiles
developed over many millennia in parallel with the

development of Chinese society and culture, while

at the same fime retaining good design featured 1-1-09b ZRLAHFEF AR E
from the past : the two neolithic pots (Plates 1-1-10a and 1-1-10b), the second of which was attributed to

around 6000 BC, carried designs that are still used in today's carpets.

B 1-1-10a B 1-1-10b #FHAERRAIESE (about 6000 B.C)

R ANELEHEILEANE, 2T RANYRRNHE. B 5
EFYEY L8, “HEE UFEAREIRIZ, SBAYEARES,
ESHS, ImEBHE kil

1968 FEFrEB S B FTHTEAE LML ERYD, AT ST
FER. (E1-1-11) REdtARBNEEEADYLER. £2. £
%, THARTEFEREY ZK 22.5cm, % 12cm, FEEMEERK. |

1-1-11 FEdbe iR FERX T ah8058(420A.D-589A.D.)




tHEEHHELNETE, MEESHAEENEAKTR. BFEERENTE, £ESMERE ~Hh#.
BRT A FEMBON, hEFLE, BROFHBENRNRTE TR, RUFBTELER. 1968 £
TR EEMATERE L (B 1-1-
12) BB HEUFERAR, RK24.
Scm, % 36.5cm. FsE Y IE UL -

HHREIERSEE220RmiE
EREH(ATT618-907 F) 8@, #
LT EIRNEEMAE FEENG
[

1-1-12 ERIEZLFELR(618A.D-207A.D.)

So, too, were the sort of animals and flowers that could be traced back to the Southern and Northern
dynasties (386-589 AD). Many silken and woollen textiles of this period were unearthed in 1986 in Xinjiang,
and the book “Rare Products in South Country Dynasty” illustrated numerous animal hair brocades
showing grasslands and cloudscapes, and featuring birds, animals and plants and, in one case, a parrot
in flight. From this period came the piece
illustratedin PLATE 1-1-11: a brocade, with
woollen warp and weft, attributed to
between 420-581 AD. Flower and animal
design. From the slightly later period of the
Tang dynasty (618-907A.D) came the
fragment illustrated on PLATE 1-1-12:
brocade, with woollen warp and weft,
and featuring a flower and bird design.
PLATE 1-1-12a: in fresco of the Tang
Dynasty(618-207A.D) on the south wall of
Cave 220, Dunhuang, Gansu, depicting
the Buddhist paradise.

On gaily carpets spread on emerald-

green grass, groups of deities are seated

picnic-style.

(B 1-1-120)




