2006 4l

B

ggwm&awzam)

EEEPTEERESREMN B
M

m%%%AH
Basic Elements of Stories

ANREE G R TR
EBRBAEAMHFRITF LT O HWE
Z & E - K BERMA

@®/\ Ade Aottt




All Rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means,
electronic or mechanical, including photocopying, recording, taping, or any information and retrieval system,
without the written permission of the publisher.

Copyright © 2006 by McGraw-Hill Education

This authorized adapted edition is jointly published by McGraw-Hill Education and People’s Education Press

AR N R AL AZAR S — A R EEB G E TR, REHRE eI, AMERE
M ARSI RA B AE,
Copyright © 2006 by McGraw-Hill Education and People’s Education Press.

T = PR TR
JEREE (RFEE)
INRERRENT]

AREE R IBEEMBIIT

RERBAMBARF R P L HE

ERF-FRHEEF &EHA
*

A AL Ao 2k 2R IREAT
Raik . http.//www. pep. com. cn
A AL s i REIRITENE SEFERERY
*
FrA. 890 ZK x 1240 ZHK  1/16 EPk. 7.25 =¥ 140 000
2006 4E7 HES 1 AR 2006 4E 11 A4 1 REIRI

ISBN 7 — 107 — 19856 — 4 _
G 12006 (@)  &fr: 8457

FELUA - EOEAFBHESLDRY - BE LT
WARBED, FFREME, FEEBE, 54 HRBEK RS,
(BRI JEE MR X PR AR 17 561 S B4 100081)

7 i T T



£ 7% % % : Burton Goodman

YHER: ERX

% #: LEX MUPX KEHE X ®
A% HIAX

X)L, BRFE T 2 $45, Dodie Brooks A= Scott Wallace % 4 7 ¥R o545, b
#%ﬁﬁ:g‘i%o




Hl B

(FRFFRETELREARS ZFLE REX) MUREANTY ZEREARFR
IRBFRBEBEMFAFRFPOCHMEET —FLBRTEAREGTAN, AP B (EERTE
EREGFE (SR M, ZeREFPENAAATI N LG FENHRS, BAUTHRA.

—. WERANKREH TR, RRINBERGXFEZE (Literary elements),

BN ENET N RHEAEZ. A4 (character), &% (plot), 313 (setting) Fu %
A (theme), T E# — FNH T 5 AM A X E £ (4. character traits, characterization, static
character ## dynamic character %), 5% H x#EZ (4. beginning, rising action, climax,
falling action, resolution, surprising ending F7 conflict &), M X # & # (narrator) Fodik # &
(pointof view) FE X, XEX¥EX, EFBDMAKERITHAR, £ DK EANT
&,

BNEN BB XFERGEE, XA H T B8 2 XA, T HT R T AR
EEHAES, Pl e ¥4 HAXMTELEE, RERFIMES,

=, HEeER, A¥ANBT LR AET (Reading strategies),

REATHAAXFEREZRNERER, LFE-REKRGAELET, Ak, 2N44
oo, NAT —BRERTT, XERGARARMERSF LN, TRBBEHE. R4
S A0 7 5

ATHERAGT . WRENBEAXEXCTFHE, U5 $FEEL, RNEAEXE
XFERIEKEEIHF LTS (RAFHER BN T RAFEXE), K5 EREF
RUBEA, EXFEAY, FETFEBHENRTLELEL, B TUKIHE, &
B AR X,

=, EXFERFEN AL AEREME,

ATUEERAFLANERE, BNEEZNRTIMELEFESN Y, RETRELELEH
M A EERERARRG I AIES, 5| e ¥ L BEXF 58 XFEEALHAA,
R ENR. ARNEULFERE —RFRE, 5| - URE ¥R -LET, EZi¥4
BXEIAPEENER, REHAXER,

W, R LG LR AR s R

SHREAANET, | —3BTREAME, 4 —6ETRERGE. AL E, S ETH
EERPLRAMNNY, EE—FLERETHXNG IS, £ _F2W, AAEY
BERE—DNTHRARE JREAETNT —FEFHAR, FEAEHFHANE —F o
B ARV EAREHRE VAT ESN, BRENEMERHTEB. KEFF



W &S, IMF BT RE, bFE—NENHIAR, UEFE—TFERABEHN
fed, UM EK LB,

BRAEMEHET, MU EAELLEEANG R $ARAEEHBET —&
W%, B, REEHERRTBESRAT, TE—ATR, BEER, HFEHNEE
BN RCE B

A, GNETEN BT Y XFEEENHNE, LA HEY, AT LEN LN X
¥EE A G¥AERCEERWXFEERONFHER, A A B BLELR s
#,

RAE (EE TP HEREARE (LR)) ld, KITRBRXFRIA (36%H), K
FEATOMET, RNEWEME 1 —3%87) HENETATARARET, ¥3R
B (4—6%T) WHE, ¥AWXFo R ERANIE—FHRE, TIEHE%T
—ANETT, SR, BFTARBLFERRE L. |

ABpESTANEN, AEEREHR. BT X,




HowW TO READ STORIES

To fully understand a story, you should read it actively. To read actively, you can use the following
strategies:

Identifying Literary Elements

Be actively involved in the story by asking questions about literary elements. Where does this story
take place? How many characters are there in the story? What words would you use to describe their
characteristics? How do the plot, characters, and setting work together to convey the theme?

Comparing and Contrasting

To compare things, you look at what they have in common. To contrast things, you look at their
differences. Comparing and contrasting different characters or things can help you understand them
better.

Predicting

As you read, make predictions about what will happen next. Writers usually try to create a world that
resembles real life when writing a story. Therefore, bring your own experience to the story and make
predictions about what the characters will do and what will happen next based on your own knowledge
and experience of life.

ldentifying Foreshadewing

Foreshadowing is the use of hints suggesting events to come. The hints may be comments made by
the narrator, experiences or feelings of the characters, or even events in the plot. As you read a story,
try to identify statements that seem to foreshadow events to come. For example, what do you think
these statements will lead to later in the story? What actions and statements make you curious?

Making Inferences
Many times you should try to make inferences, or use information given to figure out something not
stated. As you read on, ask yourself: what can | infer, or conclude, from these sentences?

Summarizing

Stop occasionally and summarize what you have read. What ideas or actions seem important? What
points are being made? How does one event relate to another? Try to see how all the pieces of the
story fit together.



Drawing Conclusions

Sometimes you must think beyond the words on the page to get the full meaning of the author’s
intention. You may draw conclusions by using the information provided to arrive at a decision or
judgment.

Responding

Finally, think about what the story means. What does it mean to you? What more would you like to
know? How would you have acted in their place? How has this story added to your understanding of
people and society? Have you enjoyed it? Why? o

We have given you some guiding questions in the footnotes, as examples of how to be actively
involved while reading stories. We must make it clear that all these questions are merely examples.
You should not confine yourself to these questions. On the contrary, you should actively raise your
own questions while reading.

Now, let us enter the world of stories actively and enjoy it.
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UNIT 1

THE OPEN

WINDOW

BASED ON A STORY BY SAKI

GETTING READY TO READ

1. The Story and You
In “The Open Window”, you will meet Framton Nuttel, a very nervous man. Aimost
: everything in life makes Framton nervous. What are some things that make you nervous?
One might be starting the year at a new school. Another might be taking a test when you
haven't studied very hard, or speaking in front of a large group of people. Talk with your
partner about something that makes you nervous.

e M B SO LA e

2. About the Author

Saki (1870-1916) is the pen name of Hector Hugh Munro. Saki was born in Burma,

which was then a British colony, but he was brought to England to live with two stern
? aunts after his mother died. This is the reason why aunts were one of his favorite subjects
for satire. Saki’s stories are noted for their wit and humor, which frequently have an
ironic twist that leads to a surprise ending. “The Open Window” is Saki’s most popular
short story, in which he tells a story of a spontaneous practical joke played upon a
visiting stranger.

3. Looking Ahead
Look at the iIIustration on the left. |
e How many characters do you think there are in the story? |
Do you think that the story takes place in the city or in the country?
Why do you think the man looks so uncomfortable?
What can you see through the open window? Will the three men in the field be important
in the story? Why or why not?
Read on to see if you are right. |

ar &5
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THE OrPEN WINDOW

BASED ON A STORY BY SAKI

: PART 1

A French window is a large glass door. It usually opens onto a garden at the back
of a house. As you will see, a French window plays an important part in this well-
known story by Saki.

= ramton Nuttel was sitting in a chair when the young lady entered the room.
F “My aunt will be down in ten minutes,” the young lady told Framton very calmly.
“She asked me to wait here with you until then.”

Framton wondered what to say to the fifteen-year-old girl. He felt nervous, very
nervous. Strangers always made him feel nervous. Waiting made him feel nervous.
Talking made him feel nervous. Everything made him feel nervous. In fact, he had come
to the country to calm his nerves. [1]

His sister had given him some advice. “I know just what you need,” she had said.
“Get away from the city for a while. A week in the country will be good for you. I'll give
you the names of some nice people you can visit while you're there. Otherwise you’ll
stay in your room all the time. You won’t say a word to anyone. Then your nerves will
get worse than ever.”

Mrs. Sappleton was one of the “nice people” she recommended. Now Framton
waited for her to come down from upstairs.

“Do you know many people around here?” the young lady finally asked. Her words
broke a long silence.

“I don’t know any of the people around here,” Framton replied. “My sister visited this
part of the cbuntry four years ago. She met your aunt, Mrs. Sappleton, then. My sister
said that Mrs. Sappleton was ... very nice.”

“Then you don’t know anything about my aunt?” the calm young lady asked.

“Only her name and address,” admitted Mr. Nuttel. [2] He looked around the room

[1] Character traits: How different are Framton and the girl in character?
[2] Finding clues: What does the girl’s questioning indicate? See if you are right after you finish the
whoie story.

THE OPEN WINDOW



and wondered whether or not Mrs. Sappleton was married. Something about the room

suggested that a man lived there.

“Her terrible tragedy happened exactly three years ago today!” said the girl. “Three
years ago today. That was after your sister was here.”

“Her tragedy?” asked Framton, nervously. It didn’t seem possible that terrible things
could happen in this quiet, peaceful place.

The niece pointed to a large French window that opened like a big door onto the
lawn. @ She said, “You are probably wondering why we keep that window wide open
on a day in October.”

“It is very warm for this time of the year,” said Framton. “But does that window have
anything to do with the tragedy?”

“Yes,” said the girl. “Just three years ago today, her husband and her two brothers
went out through that window. They were going hunting. They never came back! All
three drowned @ in a swamp. It had been a very rainy summer, you know, and places
that had always been safe suddenly became dangerous. Their bodies were never found.
That was the worst part of it.”

Here the girl’s voice began to crack. ® “Poor, dear aunt,” said the girl. “She has

never been able to get over what happened. She still believes that they will all come

@ lawn HLHE,
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back some day—they and the little brown dog that went with them. She thinks they will
walk in through that window the way they always did. That is why that window is kept

open every day until it gets dark.” [3]

The girl shook her head sadly. “Poor aunt, she has often told me how they went out.
Her husband had his white raincoat over his shoulder. And Ronnie, her younger
brother, was singing, ‘London Bridge is falling down, falling down.” He always sang that
to tease her because she said it got on her nerves. Do you know, sometimes, on
quiet evenings like this, I get a strange feeling that they will all walk in though that
window —" o )

The girl sudden‘ly began to shake, and she stopped talking. Framton was very glad to
see the aunt enter the room. [4]

[3] Summarizing: What is Mrs. Sappleton’s tragedy? Retell it in your own words.
[4] Finding clues: Why does the girl shake and stop talking? See if you are right after you finish the
whole story.

THE OPEN WINDOW



LANGUAGE

UNDERSTANDING THE

The context of a word is the words and
ideas before and after it. When you find an
unfamiliar word while reading, you can
often work out its meaning from the

- context. The context often contains clues

to the meaning of the word. Read this
sentence: The snow was so dense that it
shut out the light. You could guess that
dense means “thick” or “heavy” because
the context tells you that the snow “shut
out the light”. Use context clues to work
out the meaning of the following words
and idioms from the story. Put a v/ in the
box next to the correct answer.

Words

1. Everything made him feel nervous. In
fact, he had come to the country to calm
his nerves. The word nerves here means
O a. the state of staying calm.

O b. the state of being worried and
frightened.
O c. the state of being brave.

2. Il give you the names of some nice
people .... Mrs. Sappleton was one of
the “nice people” she recommended.
The word recommended here means
O a. praised or suggested somebody

suitable for a particular purpose.
O b. advised somebody to do
something.

O c. helped somebody do something.

3. “Her tragedy?” ... It didn’t seem

possible that terrible things could
happen in this quiet, peaceful place.
The word tragedy means

O a. something terrible.

O b. something wonderful.

O ¢. something funny.

4. All three drowned in a swamp. It had

been a very rainy summer ... places
that had always been safe suddenly
became dangerous. The word swamp
means

O a. a mountain.

O b. a forest.

O c. wet, soft land.

Idioms

5. She has never been able to get over
what happened. She still believes that
they will all come back some day. Here
the idiom get over means
O a. like or enjoy.

O b. recover from, or get used to.
O c. help or assist.

6. He always sang that to tease her
because she said it got on her nerves.
When something gets on your nerves, it
O a. helps you.

O b. bothers you.
O ¢. makes you sad.

THE OPEN WINDOW




UNDERSTANDING

THE STORY

Exercise A ~ Checking Comprehension
Answer each question by writing a complete sentence in your notebook.

1. Where was Framton Nuttel when the young lady entered the room?

2. How old was the young lady?

3. Why had Framton come to the country?

4. When did Framton’s sister visit that part of the country?

5. What did Framton know about the aunt?

6. When did Mrs. Sappleton’s tragedy happen?

7. Why is the F

rench window kept open every day until it gets dark?

8. What did the husband have over his shoulder when he went hunting?

9. Why did Ronnie always sing, “London Bridge is falling down”?

Exercise B~ P

utting Events in Order

Put the events in the order in which they occurred. You may look back at the story.

1. a
2. ______ b
3. c
4 d.
5. e
6. f
7 g

. The girl pointed to a large French window.

She said that Mrs. Sappleton’s husband and two brothers had drowned.
. When he saw thg girl, Framton felt nervous.

She said that their bodies had never been found.

. Framton was glad to see the aunt enter the room.

. She said that her aunt believes they will come back some day.

. The girl entered the room.
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