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Lesson 1 Advantages of Air Transport

R S

(A= s m iy

Air freight has many advantages over other modes of transport. It is generally most
practical for goods which have a high unit value, i. e. a high ratio of price to weight'.
Commodities of low value, such as ordinary furniture, newsprint, cotton, rice, potato,
washing machine, rubber shoes, etc. , cannot afford to bear the air freight rates’; but
precious art goods, fur garments, high-class instruments, computers, cameras, wat-
ches, etc. , can bear the high cost of transportation without any dampening effect on
their marketability. Merchants are more inclined to have their goods of these kinds
shipped by air®, ‘

Above all, quick delivery is the most obvious advantage of air freight service, which
means a saving of time spent on transit. For instance, if silk piece goods' are shipped
from Tianjin to Hamburg or Paris, it may take 2 to 3 months to reach the port of desti-
nation. Now if they are transported by air, the length of time may be reduced to a peri-
od of 3 or 4 days. To tie up a large amount of capital, say US$ 100,000, for 3 months at
1% interest per month would cost US$ 3,000°. For high-priced commodities, the time
value which a shipper is able to gain usually outweighs the high cost of air transport.
For this reason, many exporters prefer air freight, especially when they may not be able to af-
ford having their capital tied up for three months while a ship completes her voyage.

Furthermore, exporters can benefit from quick delivery in that they can achieve
quick turnover and maintain a relatively small inventory of raw materials or finished
products, particularly in the export market. The advantage is even more conspicuous
where the market is demanding and the commodities are highly competitive. There are
instances where the buyers on overscas markets require immediate delivery and those
‘who promise fast delivery are in a better position to win the orders in competition.

Air transportation proves to be almost indispensable to perishable goods, which are
liable to deteriorate or become useless if the voyage takes a longer time, say more than a
week. During the winter of 1974 and the spring of 1975, a consignment of small eels
was exported from Fujian to Japan by sea route; the death rate was as high as 50%.
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Soon afterwards, the exporter made a change in the mode of transport and switched to
air transport, It broved to be a more desirable method of transportation as the death
rate of the eels declined to 5% or less in spite of the fact that the eels were trans-
shipped at Hong Kong where the temperature is usually around 32°C. Another strik-
ing example is that exporting lichee from South China to Singapore by sea was a losing
business because the fruit, though stored in refrigeration installations, mostly became
rotten or turned dark when it arrived at the port of destination; but if shipped by air,

lichee remains fresh and thus can find a ready market®. Crabs exported from Shang-
hai, mango from Kunming, grapes and melons from Xinjiang are known to people liv-
ing in Hong Kong, who willingly pay a price much higher than that obtainable on the
home market,

For goods of high unit value, shippers usually pay extra charges to the shipping line
at the ad valorem rate on f. 0. b. value, in addition to the freight charge, which is higher
than that on a weight basis; while shipping by air, no extra charge at the ad valorem
rate is collected by airline, unless there is declared value of the cargo and valuation
charge is paid for it, in order to protect against possible loss or damage’. The latter is
not a freight charge.

In ocean transport, freight is charged on a weight ton or a measurement ton,
whichever is greater, the ratio being 40 cubic feet against 1 metric ton. In air transport
bulky commodities, i. e. low-density cargoes, are also charged by cubic measurement,
but the ratio is 6,000 cubic ¢m against 1 kg. Obviously airlines allow a lot more cubic
space for one measurement ton than shipping lines. In view of this difference, to ship
quite a few kinds of bulky cargo by air will, in certain cases, be more economical than
by sea. Fresh flowers are a typical example of perishable goods which must be shipped
by air, otherwise they are liable to deteriorate and become rubbish. Airlines charge
less freight for flowers than they would otherwise be charged if the same ratio (40 cu
ft for 1 mt) used by shipping lines were adopted in air freight®. All this contributes to
the development of the flower export trade between countries which are thousands of
miles apart.

The insurance company charges the shipper a lower premium for the same kind of
coverage if goods are shipped by air rather than by sea on account of gentler handling of
air freight, smoother ride, less jostling in transit and hence less probability of damage‘to
the cargo. Air cargo is relatively well taken care of as compared with the rough handling
which often occurs at the docks and terminals, and is less susceptible to theft and pilfer-
age. When the insurance premium is taken into consideration, the cost of air freight is
not as high as it appears to be. This advantage is conspicuous especially when goods of
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high unit value are consigned.

Air freight packing is less expensive than that of consignment by sea. Normally do-
mestic packing is often sufficient; therefore, no extra export packing is required. Light-
er packing can be a big advantage in those export transactions for countries where cus-
toms duties are based on the total weight of the consignment. Sometimes the saving in
this connection is considerable. For example, an exporter ships ceramic heating tubes
made up (in consignment) of 24 tubes of different diameters with an average weight of
300 grams each, and the total net weight is 7. 2 kgs. If the consignment is shipped by
sea, he has to pack the consignment in five smaller wooden cases, which in turn go into
a big wooden case. The packing together with the strappings weighs 64. 5 kgs, nine
times as much as the net weight. After consultation with a freight forwarder he decides
to devise a new packing and ship the goods by air. It consists of a corrugated cardboard
box, expanded polystyrene and foam rubber for cushioning and two wooden boards for
stiffening. The total weight of this new packing is 6. 9 kgs, hence a saving of 57. 6 kgs.
What a difference it makes!

Air transport is all the more preferable to the other modes of transport under the
following circumstances: . '

( I) When a certain consignment of goods must be rushed and arrive at destination
before the expiration date of the import license;

(1) When some seasonal goods must be put on the market before holidays; or

(> When some commodities are exported for publicity purposes, such as news-
papers and magazines, and any delay would make them valueless.

Last but not the least, air transport has a vast network of airlines, which can reach
remote places in the interior across high mountains, which are hardly accessible by rail
or road transport, to say nothing of sea transport. Desirable as it is, air transport has
its limitations’. There are a number of commodities which are unsuited to carriage by
air, including bulky commodities of low value, raw materials, etc. , where the high cost
of air freight outweighs the other advantages. Besides, owing to technical reasons, haz-
ardous cargoes and commodities of awkward sizes are out of the question. Government

regulations forbid the transportation of hazardous goods by air.

It is essential for a dispatch clerk or a manager in charge of foreign trade transporta-
tion to strike a balance between the advantages artd disadvantages of"® air transg_org SO as
to get the most economical results.

Special Terms *

Turnover: The act or result of turning over; and also the amount of money turned over or

3



drawn in business,

f. 0. b. ; The abbreviation of {ree on board.

Net weight: Only the weight of goods themselves. On the other hand, we often speak of gross
weight, It is the total weight of goods together with their packings. ‘

Expiration date: The date on which a license or document expires.

Network: A complicated intermingling of lines, such as that of a railroad or an air route sys-

tem.

Words and Expressions

~ advantage n. (LIRS OLERM: S 4L
transport v. & n.  EH
air ~ fiZizi
modes of ~ B F R
freight n.  #%i&; (IRE B9 B9 (523 1))
air ~ i HRiE
practical adj. SEHHEY
unit value B8 ({0 (fED
commodity n. & &h Y
newsprint n.  HiEI4¢
bear vt. &% . ffH
precious art goods Z HEZAR M
fur garments  }¢ R4S
dampen v, (#3005 RS . 0855
marketability n. @& &t s 1 I %
merchant n. BA; RS E AR
be inclined to ... fHi[] Feeeee-
ship wr.  ¥§i& . iE s B
shipper n.  RVEA;5tE
delivery n. 34
BEN
IEH BRI AT R
{Eiz ki G
Hamburg i & (FRJEHETT)
tie up R s RGN s
BEA B4
Mk T s (R B
BUAT s AR
ol
WL ER (B 4k FE R

obvious adj.
transit n.
Yin ~

capital n.

outweigh wr.

voyage n.

turnover n.

inventory n.
4

lichee n.

GeF)

finished products R &h

conspicuous adj. BEK;HBRK;5IAGEH
5]

demanding adj. ESR™REE; BRI

competitive adj. FEFHIARZF ) HH
AR o SO PRAE 2 L

W 184 4 iT(FD 3

competition n. &, Ti P

JIESE 5 iEBA

indispensable adj. AE[RY

perishable adj. () 5B (M B 5%
BHY

be liableto ... 57

deteriorate v. B

iz

consignment n.

switchto . ..

%)

decline to . ..

promise .
order n.

prove v.

consign w.
g L2 1Y
BB F -
eel n.
F%E,md,\@‘l ......
transship v. #5538 . HR
striking adj. BEHHAK

E-% 53
Singapore  Fhnik
refrigeration n. ¥
WE IR
TR 120 5 JE WL
HiEny
(5% %
TR
HE

installation ».
rotten adj.
fresh adj.
crab n.
mango .
grape n.
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obtainable udj.  BITFF]IY . 0] L FAY

home market =il [N

shipping line iz 2\ il \

ad valorem (8 ad val)  ($7 T i) #& () 4y

)
the ~ rate MR

valuation charge {1+ 3%

weight ton  H i

measurement ton NI (B SR A R B
AM =40 L HEEN,
AR=16 SLHFHEN,
k=28 %A H,
=49 ¥
/N =20 %X E)

metric ton  ZAMECE) 1000 F32)

bulky adj. PREIKAY ; ERAR s R KR

low density cargo {E#&E1%

typical adj. LRI

rubbish . Ki$i

cu ft (cubic feet) T HFHEN

mt (metric ton) A

insurance company  {fFa 2 #l

premium n.  FRES 2% I K 4

insurance ~  {RF %

coverage ., RS 5 H B R

on account of  H1F . [H K

ride n. & v, FPBLALTT

jostle «. ¥ PHFF

compared with. .. jeeere L)

rough adj. HEFHY

dock n.  fih3k

Notes |

1. a ratio of price to weight
g gz it
2. the air freight rates

Mo vt (O

be susceptible to ... 53Fe- WK

theft n. MIVG ;KD

pilferage n.  /Mai/INR BT IS I

customs duty X8k
ceramic adj. P& FHED Y
inturn KK (A5 X
strapping n.  $RFLAE
consultation n.  RER§
forwarder n.  §%iz i ;4@ A R
freight forwarder #2i8 72 @ s 5%
intermingle v. R4 ;1%

air ~ fiEREAE SN
devise v. FEH ;T KH
corrugated cardboard box  FLARAEH 5
expanded polystyrene LB HEZ B
foam rubber ¥ KA

cushion wt.  #e-- A4k

stiffen ot HI5& IR

be preferable to. .. e BEATE H
32

circumstance n. 1§
publicity n. &%

valueless adj. A MERY, BEA HIAL /Y

remote adj. BITHY, T
interior n. N Hb
be accessible & Atk iH #9

be unsuited to. .. ARIERF Freeeeerg ooeeer

HHFR
owing to fhT.FR
hazardous adj. TG
awkward adj. /H.l.ﬂ:l ;Xﬂi LA iE
forbid w1,  #%k

3. have their goods of these kinds shipped by air -
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. silk piece goods
—JL— L 22 4

. To tie up a large amount of capital, say US$ 100,000, for 3 months at 1% per month would
cost US$ 3,000.
HE—KEFE, Wik 10 T, B A % 1% HH afrﬁ 3~ H s 2% 3000 £IT,
A, “say” B i, BE GO ER.

. find a ready market
REBBET 5 LB T

. For goods of high unit value, shippers usually pay extra charges to the shipping line at the ad
valorem rate on f. 0. b. value, in addition to the freight charge, which is higher than that on a
weight basis; while shipping by air, no extra charge at the ad valorem rate is collected by air-
line, unless there is declared value of the cargo and valuation charge is paid for it, in order to
protect against possible loss or damage.
T RANEY, RENBHERT MEBEAR XM HEERITENERBN RS R,
R IARE B B P 3 ST — B R 2% ; T AN SR 25 52 8938, RN T B L AT 8B &
SRBRERIRT B R T 58 (DA (B I+ A H AT TR0 28 i A R R AR KRBRUA A4 S 3
AR B I SR B

. Airlines charge less freight for flowers than they would otherwise be charged if the same ratio
(40 cu ft for 1 mt) used by shipping lines were adopted in air freight.
MEARMEHRLKRYHFERMER, BEUHESRERASEERENLRQ AMTE
40 ML F RO W iiE ﬁﬁ
A, “they would . .. if ... wer ... in air freight” >k BBl &4 .

. Desirable as it is, air transport has its limitations.
BRMTERESFAMNBEN, BE0WARRE.,
F] , “as(conj. ) "YE“ BAR "% , 5 “although” A} XL, (B R AT FI FA) 8 .

0. strike a balance between the advantages and disadvantages of . . .

T R 9 1| Bk

Discussion

What are the goods of high unit value? Give some examples to explain.

What are the goods of low unit value? Also give some examples to explain.

Is air transport practical for the goods of low unit value (such as ordinary furniture, cotton,
etc.)? h

Why is air transport most practical for the goods of high unit value?

Why are the merchants more inclined to have their goods with a high unit value shlpped by air 7
What is the most obvious advantage of air freight service ?

Why can exporters benefit from quick delivery?

Why are fresh flowers usually shipped by air?

Hints: Typical perishable goods— liable to deteriorate / go bad and become
rubbish '



Air freight— not very high. . . can afford
9. Why does insurance company charge the shipper a lower premium for the same kind of cover-
age if goods are shipped by air rather than by sea?
- Hints: Gentler handling . . . —less probability of damage v
Besides / In addition, . . . less susceptible to theft— less possibility of being lost
In view of / On account of / Because of . . .
10. What is the advantage of air transport in freight packing?
11. Under what circumstances is air transport more preferable to the other modes of transport?
12. What cannot be shipped by air nowadays?



Lesson 2 Airline Services

S R &

(i 2 B iy R 95 )

The airlines of the world offer many varieties of services using many different kinds of air-
craft. Transcontinental and transoceanic flights are made in giant jet planes, some of which can
carry several hundred passengers on each flight. Smaller jets are commonly used on the shorter,
more heavily traveled routes between major centers of population—Paris-1.ondon, for example, or
New York-Chicago. In contrast to the jets are propeller airplanes, as they are now generally
called, which are slower and smaller than the jets. Many different kinds of propeller planes fly on
short routes into small airports that cannot handle the big planes. The DC-3 (or the Dakota, as
the British call it), one of the first successful commercial airplanes, is still used in many parts of
the world.

There are sceveral ways in which airline service can be divided into categories. One
distinction is between trunk lines and feeder lines. Trunk lines are those that operate
between major population centers. New York to San Juan, Puerto Rico is an examiple of
a trunk route. Feeder lines, ‘which are sometimes called local lines, connect smaller cit-
ics and towns with each other or with the major centers and the major airports. A pas-
senger traveling from Binghamton. New York to Mayaguez, Puerto Rico would proba-
bly take a flight on a feeder airline from Binghamiton to New York City. There he would
change 10 a major airline, which would take him on to San Juan'. At San Juan he would

transfer to another feeder airline to travel on to Mayaguez.

In the last few years, there has been a rapid development of feeder airlines in the
United States and in many other countries. Some smaller cities have no other means of
public passenger transportation. In countries where there is a large [rontier, such as
Canada or Brazil. air service may provide access to some areas even before they are
reached by roads®. ‘Similarly, in countries with rugged terrain. such as Colombia, air-
planes can provide more effective transportation between regions than highways or rail-

roads.

Airline passenger service can also be divided into scheduled and non-scheduled
flights. A scheduled flight leaves at the same time on the same day to the same destina-
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tion. The schedule {or the flight is published by the airline in its timetable. The passen-
ger can make a reservation in advance [or a scheduled flight with the reasonable expecta-
tion that the flight will lcave at a certain time and go to a certain place regardless of the
number of passengers who have tickets for the flight. Many scheduled flights often car-

ry only a small number of passengers.

A non-scheduled [light, on the other hand, depends on the availability of passen-
gers and aircraft. It is more or less the air version of taxi or rent-a-car service®. It takes
passengers where they want to go at a time that is convenient for them, as long as a
plane is available. Non-scheduled flights may carry only a few passengers in a small
plane, or they may carry hundreds of people on a jumbo jet. These latter flights are of-
ten called charters. Charters are especially popular with groups on vacation since they

usually cost much less than scheduled flights on the same routes®.

Scheduled airlines often provide non-scheduled services——particularly charter
flights—during the tourist season. (ccasionally, they also provide extra sections of
scheduled flights at times when travel over a particular route is especially heavy—during
a holiday weekend, for example. An extra section of course depends on the availability
of aircraft.

On the flight itself, there is usually a distinction between first class and economy,
which was formerly known as tourist class. The first class passenger has more space and
receives more in-{light service. In most modern jets, the scating plan in first class is
usually two seats on each side of the aisle: in economy there are usually three scats side
by side. The first class seats are usually farther apart so that the passenger has more
room for his legs’. To the passenger. the chicf difference between first class and econo-

my may well be the cost—first-class fares are much higher than cconomy fares.

Many airlines offer one-service flights, especially on short, heavily traveled routes.
On a few routs, notably New York-Washington, New York-Boston, and l.os Angeles-
San Francisco, there are shuttle flights. The passenger does not have to make a reserva-

tion in advance, and he pays for his ticket either at the departurc gate or on the flight it-
self®.

A final distinction is between passenger and freight (or cargo) service. In the early
days of the airlines, freight was usually carried in the baggage compartment of the
plane. In some cases, freight was even carried in the passenger compartment. In this event,
the reclining seats were taken out; the passengers sat in “bucket seats” along the sides of the
plane; and the freight was strapped down in the middle of the compartment. Nowadays, small
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shipments may still be carried in the baggage compartment, but there are also special planes
that provide both scheduled and non-scheduled air freight service. Some of these planes are
converted from passenger aircraft; others are specially designed to carry freight. With these
special planes, freight in bulk can be moved by air, though the cost is usually considerably
higher than surface shipment,

The airline industry is still very young. The first scheduled service across the At-
lantic, for instance, began in 1939. Today the airlines carry millions of passengers every
year on both local and long-distance flights. In some areas of the world, air service is
the only effective means of public transportation’. The airlines are still growing rapidly
and at the same time occupying an increasing important place in the economy of many
nations. They employ thousands of people to handle the passengers and freight that they

carry.

Many of these people work in various technical jobs where they have little or no di-
rect contact with the public—in aircraft maintenance or air traffic control, for example.
Thousands of others, however, come into daily contact with the traveling public. They
include reservations and ticket agents, ground service persorinel, stewardesses and other
flight personnel, and many others.

Special Terms

Airline: A company that offers air transportation between two or more points. It includes all
the support activities, such as aircraft, airports, ticket offices, and so on, that are necessary
for providing the air transportation. ,’

Airport: The place where airplanes take off or land. It includes all the facilities that are neces-
sary for servicing airplanes, passengers, and freight.

Flight: Used generally for the act of flying. Specifically, however, flight is used by the airlines
to indicate a trip or journey by one airplane. Every airline flight has a number to identify it.
It can be a non-stop flight—direct from Miami to Caracas, for example; or it can be a flight
with several stops—Miami-Panama-Bogota-Lima.

Fare: The price charged for transportation. We speak of bus fares, taxivfares, railroad fares,
and air fares. _

Freight: Goods that are transported by surface or air. Many airlines use the term cargo instead
of freight. Cargo can also refer to goods being transported by ship.

Route: The way or road or line over which transportation moves between two points. Airlines
often speak of short-haul routes—New York to Washington, for example—or long-haul
routes—San Francisco to Tokyo. A route can be direct, or it can include other points in be-
tween—New York to San Francisco by way of Chicago, for example. The airlines provide
service over established routes.
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Timetable: A schedule which shows the times at which airplanes or other forms of transporta-

tion arrive and depart. Airline timetables also give the type of aircraft, frequency of service,

meal service, and other information.
Words and Expressions

variety n. RS SRR SR (DD
NG )
BB RIER
ALk Wi BE
BERGEEEED
RHCEEEE
New York #41#4
~Chicago  Z &
incontrast to ... oo MR (KAHED
e JE BN R
propeller n.  RAEERE
handle n. (8 %Y LEDRFEIEF
v AbHRLNAT BB
divide ... into ... F@eeeeer N5 AXLELD
category n.  Fh, Bk
X 51 5 Fr i
Fk EMLk
SR L
BT 28 BR
XA (HEEZREEE)
BERE )
H TR
TR PR .
major adj. EEH, TEM; ZEH
Binghamton, New York EZ(AZY)
O£ (2 REWA)
BB B EGRY
R s
meEx
]
access n. HEIL;#EH . A AL EIE;
wz
~to...

transcontinental adj.
transoceanic adj.
route »n.
Paris
London

distinction n.
trunk line(s)
feeder line(s)
operate w.
San Juan
Puerto Rico
local line(s)
connect v.

Mayaguez
transfer v.
frontier n.
Canada
Brazil

- HEE G RD)
LS
FRAF 89 5 HRERY

similarly adv.
rugged adj.

- effective adj.

AT , H T
EHE R
AR, mEAS
region n. X3 ; HIX
scheduled flight(s) <& BRI BE
non-scheduled flight(s) A& #AALBE
destination n. B #H
schedule n. P, B %15 ; (AL BE) BEHR

vt BHE VAR R B HEBT R R
publish v,  HAR; K47 ; A
timetable n. B} 20 3% ; AU BERT 2%
reservation n.  {RE8, WLy, BSE s 1T CE)
in advance F4E; AT
reasonable adj. S IHH 4 LAY
B (8D s Tl

terrain n.
Colombia

expectation n.

certain adj. W¥K, B E(—),—%E
1]

regardiess of RE , ABAEE

ticket n. /ut. BT HLEE / B ET B
gﬁ ...... %

on the other hand B4, B —H &
availability n. I (SR3K45) B AT Bl A4 5 7T
#
version n.  FRAS; ;BT (B
rent-a-car service FHZEWF
available adj. A F|FHEY, 7] Y
jumbo adj. B KK

£l
Kb s 18 L%
particularly adv. 5, 45 5, TH
charter flight AL %AT s VLA L
tourist adj. /n.  HRIFH) / WREEE
AR

BAMG, R
W, B

charter n. & wv.
cost n. & w.

occasionally adwv.
extra adj.
section n.
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