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#®T Introduction

BAZEH. HPLRRE—LREFHINAR. B, R, SIEMBERPE
RIS, BERENREH.

EA—ARNBFENERE XRARFEHABHEERTRITRETIL. AN
RERX PR, FRRUFOHEH. SFNENRE. SROUTRAFHANSHR
RINFTIE KK AR,

HEZ. RINERBEERERALRKXMGUT AR, EERENR. RNRB TR
MR, EREIRSBARE. RIVAE: BRRITHRFFRNVGAEERN
BERYBRAT. RERRNEBINSIEY. Bit, EETRARBS, T
BHENERAARNERASEE, £ Tt RNENEINEDIERIREED T
FEME.

MBI R, REXNFSEXMARY. BIRF (RRBRRITREN
—FRBEHT) X4 RRBAYM S LEAAREREDTRBMNACH
R, TR BRNERAKNACHIFRIRNSMERBEHERELERRE.
FRETICENBI R EBAL NI AFEXNBTITAR, ALt RN
HELRERSHFEENRITTEROLT. AREERIENRBZR.

To think, design, create and build with a view toward the "new necessarily
involves introducing the unprecedented; it means throwing out the rule book,
ignoring what you have always understood to be the "right” or "wrong" way
to do things . "New" means always striving for innovation.

This was the spirit we were looking for when compiling this ample collection
of some of the best designs in house architecture the world over. We were
looking for new interpretations, fresh viewpoints and innovations.

In short, we were looking for designs that were destined to determine the
future of architecture. We are pleased with what we found.

Once the selection process was complete we decided that the presentation of
the work had to include every angle of the architectural process, not just the
photographs of the finished product. So, since technical know-how is just as
important as artistic vision in any project, we have endeavored to touch upon
every aspect in the design and construction process.

From conception to completion, you will find documentation on the materi-
als used and construction processes-necessary complements to the design
ideas of the contributing architects. Finally, since nobody is in a better posi-
tion to comment on these projects than the creators themselves, we have
included the architects' own comments and anecdotes.

So we are confident that we are leaving you in good, expert hands, and that
this selection of some of the finest, most innovative architectural solutions in

the world will serve as an endless source of inspiration.
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BRX Shigeru Ban

# e Paper House
B, WA Yamanakako, Japan

BFRRAMRRE 0L B0FHLRR ~ EEBLHARBEENRRATE, RE-&
RREATHEERERDERE, BENAY —#, RXZ-—HENILBZICER
WK, BTSN MAKMMER, BHEBE0K. FEETIUSTIENE.
BIRORR. HUAKSELERENAKE, URMEREREANNIBREE.
FEHRIT AR, FEER 110¥5K, BTBSHBRTESKTE (FAE-2R
103%) RN—LHFM SHROER (F27%, ER200M%, FE 15T AN,
BREAHZRBERTIE, AHURE T FADENTEEE, F BTN SBBRREK
FER. HPN10MEMTRBEERT, S0 TEMZBRONE. X80 TEMBM
MIFRRBET, MESHNRERETNEE.

=N, ZIE-EREEMT. RBBETX, CEERRENRTER. BENERR
H-HRBOVFBAIRGORER.

HEENSABRRERE LOEERNE: RARKATY. ERBROBAIHSE.
ARMBNTHEREABABRENEE. MEESETRYRPEANNGTT
¥ SEBRASHAENRIHTRBOHEARKMONEL R,

ol 5 25 6 FO S B PR MR K5 — T E RO VB R, BES EBALRANETEN, B
BOREHE-KBER,

Shigeru Ban has been studying the characteristics of paper as a building ele-
ment since the eighties. Though there is some resistance to its use in a struc- U
tural system, paper is a material that may be treated (like wood) to make it
resistant to fire, water and damp. 1t is also easy to recycle and economic. This
allowed the architect to work with this element in designs that required speed
and low cost, such as the pavilions for refugees from Ruanda and the provi-
sional buildings to house the victims of the Kobe earthquake.

In this scheme, a dwelling of 110m?, the structure is formed by two square
horizontal planes with a side of 10 meters and paper tubes aligned in an S-
shape with a height of 2.7 meters, a diameter of 280 mm and a thickness of
15 mm. These tubes support the house and define its different functional spaces,
relating them to the surrounding landscape. Ten of these tubes support the
vertical loads and eighty interior tubes support the lateral loads. The circle
formed by these eighty tubes defines the living room, whereas the circle formed
by the square defines the bathroom of the dwelling.

The separation from the exterior is created using a glass wall that may open
or close and that can also be covered by canvas curtains to provide privacy L)
and good insulation.

The spatial continuity between the interiors and the landscape is achieved
through the horizontal elements and the use of very diaphanous joinery, and
through the definition of the interior spaces with the minimum number of elements,
following the example of the great architects of Modernism.

The paper tubes also allow the spaces defined to maintain a very subtle rela-
tion with the surrounding spaces, letting in the light and views between them.
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K- 18i8 /Photographs: Hiroyuki Hirai
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E|EE Section

EBARRITRE (Shigeru Ban) MIGIHERDP, ZA. ZINTENXAR—TER. &
Wt HRDP, EXNRIBSHEBITH, ERETEESEINEE, NTBENRLZXHE
AL SRR, it TIMSBERT ABEBER, BESEEERIAER.
The relation between the interior and exterior spaces is a constant in the de-
signs of Shigeru Ban. In this scheme, the enormous glazed window can be
opened to leave the dwelling totally open to the exterior. To emphasize this
relation even further, overhanging terraces were created to extend the floor
area and bring the dwelling closer to nature.
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Studio Archea
M Leffe RERFPFTIMY

Abitaione Unifamiliare a Leffe
AR, DINOE Val Seriana, Bergamo, Italy

WTENEEERNT: BREHHE—EHDBANKENAE, XEATFBAR Seriana (L DEINNEHHIE K Leffe .
BFEMEREARNRE, TRSHIFERHE,

Iti8it75% B Studio Archeatk BIEF R 9B AFIRAITI R MITEA , #2112 Giovani Polazzi, Laura Andreiniy &]Marco Casamonti,
BEARBARLBITR, REER-MHOLETYE, SHITUR-THTER.

S5itRN, TEMEHMNBHFARURTIBENARRS - ENEENRY, SRARNEDRItSRENERRE.

AT EMBARRFBUNKR, ARNEB2REKY, REEASF, SELHBRELILE, TRESXIRRIG, SELR
—HELNHESREORE.

OTEENERENNT: —#E2EANNEENET: “HROXBURK: —#INXEREEWER,

E5-1, IRBAOR, B-TEAN=BEENTE, SAZEEEEHALBIERS, HENELREERESEX, B
BHEBALR— T EEG BB =6,

AENEE, EHRARNBEARPEE - T EERENTE. BRIFEX MEERERRIT THENRR, BRBRERHN,
SBEURLE. BRUSHARER, RETRESNEERIE.

BRATHAKN FHE RERBBAITARTETN “EXR” 8. AEEEEHE Santa Fiora BAIRBLETHFSRER KR
O,

EABENRN, ADEE-TRANEO, BRERPIER, ROLEEZ—BRULREARNEAD, BNEEIADNLER
T-TRANEF, tlisE—HFERABRANONUR.

The brief for this project consisted of the replacement of the interior of a historical building in the town of Leffe near the
Italian city of Bergamo in the Seriana valley, on a narrow site that was seriously limited by the two adjoining buildings.
The scheme, carried out by the young Italian architects of the Studio Archea group, which is made up of Giovani
Polazzi, Laura Andreiniy and Marco Casamonti, was based on the total demolition of the existing building and the
complete reconstruction, starting from a new foundation plane that made it possible to create an underground level.

Also, the particular conditions of the site and the required distances from the adjoining building, led to the design of
facades that were very different from the original ones.

In close contact with the adjoining buildings, the facades are blind without any type of windows, so the walls appear to
be torn by horizontal strips that cause an unusual play of light and shade, both at night and during the day.

The four floors of the dwelling are organized as follows: the ground floor houses the kitchen and the double height
dining room; the first floor houses the day area, and the upper floors the night area, which is also subdivided into two
levels.

On the other side, in the access area, a large atrium of triple height extends the space vertically and connects all the
floors of the house visually, which makes a very fluid architectural promenade through the house's interior.

On the rear facade of the building there is a very narrow space between the new volume and the adjoining buildings.
This resulted in the design of a peculiar system of blinds with a structure of stainless steel coated in oxidized copper
that occupies the whole surface of the facade facing the valley.

The design of this mobile wall emphasizes the formal motif of the main facade, which is perforated with long narrow
openings in the skin of Santa Fiora stone.

On this side of the building the entrance is protected with a large cornice, also clad in copper, which defines the main
entrance to the building and casts a large shadow over it, creating a very expressive effect.

B K 1348 /Photographs: Alessandro Ciampi, Pietro Savorelli
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