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PREFACE

The development of China has attracted the attention of the world, as a result of
which a great upsurge for learning Chinese has been going on throughout the world.

The CCTV-4 program Happy China—Learning Chinese offers learners an
opportunity to learn the Chinese language and culture while enjoying the beautiful
scenic spots in China. Co-operating with the local administrations of the well-
known scenic spots, this program well combines the learning of language skills with
that of Chinese culture and history in an interesting, informative and enjoyable way.

With a 98% coverage in the world, the program of CCTV was broadcast since
June, 2004. Quite a lot of the viewers expressed the hope to have the language
materials as a learning aid. In view of this, we have invited Beijing Language
and Culture University Press, a leading press in publications on Chinese learning
materials for foreigners, to produce and publish these language materials for our
viewers.

Apart from the language materials presented in the program, Words and
Expressions, Notes, Substitution Drills and Conversations are provided in each
book, among which Words and Expressions and Notes are accompanied with brief
English translations or explanations. Each book is composed of about 15 episodes
of the TV program with brief introductions and photos of corresponding scenic
spots and travel guides. As more episodes of Happy China— Learning Chinese are

coming up, more books will be published accordingly.

CCTV-4
Happy China—Learning Chinese Production Team
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An Introduction of Hangzhou

Hangzhou, the capital of Zhejiang Province, is a well-known tourist city at
home and abroad.

Located on the southeastern coast of China, northern bank of the lower reaches
of Qiantang River, it is 151 kilometers from Shanghai. With a history of over 2,200
years, Hangzhou is one of the seven Chinese ancient capitals. It was once the
capital of the Kingdom of Wuyue during the Five Dynasties and the Southern Song
Dynasty.

Endowed with unique natural environment and a culture of thousands of years,
Hangzhou has lots of scenic spots. There are two national scenic areas in Hangzhou:
the West Lake Scenic Area and the Fuchun River-Xin’an River-Qiandao Lake
Scenic Area. Hangzhou is also the southern end of the Beijing-Hangzhou Grand
Canal, the longest canal in the world. In addition there are 14 national cultural relics
and 3 national museums in Hangzhou. In the 13th century, an Italian traveler Marco
Polo admired Hangzhou as “the most beautiful and splendid city in the world”.

The major tourist attractions include the West Lake, Liuhe Pagoda, Baochu
Pagoda, and Yue Fei Temple, Wansong Academy, etc. Hangzhou is also famous for
its silk, tea, handicrafts and delicacies.

As a popular saying goes: “Above in the sky there is heaven, while down on
earth there are Hangzhou and Suzhou.” Each year, Hangzhou’s heavenly beauty
attracts tens of thousands of tourists to the exquisite West Lake to enjoy the placid
lake, beautiful gardens, antique temples and elegant teahouses. ..
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Daniel:

Han Jia:
Daniel:

Han Jia:
Daniel:
Han Jia:

Daniel:

Han Jia:

I am happy Daniel, saying hello to you from the beautiful Hangzhou.
From now on, we will enjoy a tour in Hangzhou. How charming the
West Lake is! We will certainly invite a mysterious guest to our
program. She is a native of Hangzhou. Besides, it is said that she is
a beauty.

Daniel, welcome to Hangzhou.

Han Jia, here you are. But we have a mysterious native guest. Where
is she?

She is right in front of your eyes.

Wow, so it is you.

Right. I am from Hangzhou. I grew up by the West Lake.

Oh, so it is. Marco Polo once said that Hangzhou is the most
beautiful and splendid city in the world. I will have a great tour
in your hometown.

All right. Marco Polo commended Hangzhou as the most beautiful

and gorgeous city in the world.
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Han Jia: Can’t fully withdraw from Hangzhou, half of the memory is lingering
at the West Lake. Hey, Daniel, when you travel in Hangzhou, the first
place you should visit is the West Lake.

Daniel: Exactly. I heard that when talking about Hangzhou’s scenery, the
West Lake is the pearl on the crown. We should start there.

Han Jia: OK. Hangzhou had lakes first and city afterwards. Well, the West
Lake had causeways first and islets afterwards. We should go and
visit the famous Su Causeway first.

Daniel: OK. Let’s go.
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I was prepared long ago.




