i{F/oo

¢ fo F & 4K it



B {hithFIF I

L RENVE

¢ & fo £ & A& 52



B E % B (CIP) 3R

BT L / EAhE, - o PRV LR,
2006. 4

(FFRICE: 10)
ISBN 7-80201-390-9

I.#... O.&.. I #FHF-FERE-+PE- 3R
V. 1227.2

o E AR A B 1 CIP ST (2006) 3 026586 5

BHXE  HEER/ B

3

Wit 7 %
it/ &

FEMFHRE HER
GERH AKX BB R4 154 5 100009) S
FEBEHBAERER  HEeBELH T
850x 1168 2Ek 1/32 4.75EQ3k 120F%
2006 FE 4 HAEREBE 1R 2006 & 4 AL E 1 REIRI

ISBN 7-80201-390-9

BEM: 220.00 T




Tan_ZhongChi (1949- ) : A famous contem-
porary Chinese writer and poet; a native of
Liuyang County, Hunan Province;
undergraduate; member of Chinese Writers
Association; grade-one writer of the state. He
was once factory director of Xiao Xiang Film
Studio, he is now mayor of Changsha City,
Hunan Province and vice-president of Hunan

Writers Association.

Since 1969 he began to issue his works in
newspapers and magazines, and his published works adds up to 4,000,000 charac-
ters in total. Many of his poems and essays have been translated into quite a few
foreign languages and appeared in newspapers and magazines both at home and
abroad. His major works: (1) Anthology of poems: Bajiao Banana Rain, A Dream
of The Moon, Times and Dreams, I Wish to Have Wings, Water and Heaven,
Selected Poems by Tan Zhongchi; (2) collections of Essays: The Scene of Life,
Peach Breaks Into Bloom Again,The Heaven of Soul, Thoughts Facing The Wind,
Love Matters; (3) Novels: Salvaging Light, The Predestined Love in a Metropolis,
Having Experienced Much; (4) Self-Selected Works of Tan Zhongchi (in four

volumes).
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Selected Lyric Poems by Tan Zhongchi
[ English [] Chinese ]

Poems by Tan Zhongchi
Translated by Yang Zongze
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Preface
By Tan Zhongchi
The candle God of Love holds is like a tree in full bloom

What is twinkling is all thirst
quoted from The Art of Love by Fellom [USA]

In my opinion, trekking all alone in the vast wilderness,
braving wind and rain, or along a riveror along a mountain
path means trekking along a road of life, which is full of
dreams and despair, love and hate, luck and sadness and
many kinds of hardships.

Once you have thrown yourself into the arms of nature
and human society, all are expected you to reap in the choice
of fate. They are perhaps fresh flowers, glory and happiness,
or dark clouds, despair and tears. However, love is human na-
ture and the spirit of all living things on earth, that can not be
fabricated, or replaced, or exchanged, or deceived. She is
higher than any mountain and deeper than any ocean. Only
you don’t give her up, she will always stay with you and be-
come brilliant rays of life to moisten your thirsty heart just

like rain and dew moistening the land and the crops.
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With the best intentions and an unusual foresight, Mr.
Yang Zongze agreed to compile and translate the poems in
this book into English for me, I am grateful to him for his
pure and holy idea and his painstaking labor.

I started poetry writing since my youth when I lived in
the countryside. Now I live in the city, I still devote myself to
poetry writing in my spare time. Old as I am, and graying at
the temples, | haven’t achieved great successes in poetry
writing. Today | seldom write poems only voicing my personal
mood and emotion, it is all because of the change of my feel-
ings, my love emotion, my memory and my present social sta-
tus. 1 consider that each poem means a world created by the
heaven, the earth and the author; poetry should care for the
well-being of the common people; poetry should voice the au-
thor’s own innermost being, and words can hardly express its
artistic conception. So I write poems freely and naturally .

I have learned it from the real life and my own experi-
ence, no matter you have a successful career like a blooming
season or have fallen into straits like fallen petals, so long as
you never give up the candle God of Love granted to your life,
you will be always young and never be confused by fame, gain
or eroticism. As for your parents, your wife or your husband,
your brothers or your sisters, your schoolmates or your friends,
so long as you can often think of them, recall in mind their
faces smiling or tearful, you would feel how short but colorful

and how desolate but beautiful life is!
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How happy, unforgettable and priceless life is!

Sometimes the posture of your waving hands
appears a bit sad
like a withered leaf

which is unwilling to part from the tree

Quoted from one of my poems titled

Thinking of a Person

Dear reader friends, thank you very much for reading my
poems. I think, in a sense, reading my poems in this book just

means reading the most brilliant recollections in your own
life.

Tan Zhongchi
June 19, 2005; in Danbo Study
on the banks of Xiangjiang River
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