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A photo of Mr. Li Jiancheng taken in 2005 when he was designated by the Information
Office of China’s State Council as one of the Chinese photographers to participate in the
large photographic event of “100 Photographers from China and Abroad Viewing Tibet".
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Li Jiancheng

1953 A FrREBW

Born in Heshan, Guangdong, in 1953.

hEERZ K

A Master Photographer of China

HHREANZRKIE

A world-renowned Chinese Artistic Master

BEPEK “RETEIBE IES

A Photographer with Outstanding Contributions since the founding
of the People’s Republic of China

TEAGRBEZESESK

Deputy President of China Human Figure Photography Association
TEEFBELESESK

Deputy President of China Overseas Chinese Photography
Association

IFEEABEZ LHESK

President of Guangdong Human Figure Photography Association

ANHEIXBEERE
Vice Chairman of Pengjiang District People's Political Consultative
Conference

ANHE IR X FF

President of Pengjiang District Federation of Literary and Art Circles
REINTZEARBEES

Leading Member of China Democratic National Construction
Association Jiangmen Committee

CERFEAESEK

President of Board of Directors of SeSe Photography Group
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Preface

| rejoice to learn that Kaiping Diaolou and Villages have been
granted World Heritage status and Guangdong has its first World
Cultural Heritage site. This event which marked the emergence of
Kaiping Diaolou and Villages onto the world scene is worthy of
celebration. Mr. Li Jiancheng as a homegrown master photographer
of Wuyi, a homeland of overseas Chinese, took up his camera and
covered the length and breadth of Kaiping, and took a large number
of photos of the Diaolou and Villages. Now he intends to collect some
of the photos and publish them in order to publicize this World Cultural
Heritage site. He instructed me to write a preface for the album and
| gladly consented.

Kaiping Diaolou were the special results of a specific period of
history of Guangdong and are the witness of the vicissitudes of Wuyi
as a homeland of overseas Chinese in the modern period. They are
landmark structures combining Chinese and Western cultures. The
forebears of overseas Chinese from Wuyi region, unable to bear the
sufferings in their disaster-ridden homeland, left their homeland and
ventured overseas to seek their fortune. But they loved their homeland
and their country deeply and never forgot their roots. Once they
achieved something, they would try their utmost to benefit their
families and their fellow villagers. As a result, a large number of
fortified tower houses rose on the land of modern Kaiping. By so
doing they also brought modern western civilization to their native
land. In building the Diaolou towers, they boldly absorbed various
foreign architectural arts and styles while retaining traditional Chinese
elements, making them outstanding examples blending East and
West. In the Diaolou towers, | see the pioneering spirit, openness,
inclusiveness, down-to-earthness, and innovative capacity of the
Guangdong people. It was these qualities that have enabled
Guangdong to stay in a frontier position in China’s reform and opening-

up period.

This large album of photos of Kaiping Diaolou and Villages
by Mr. Li Jiancheng, with its artistic pictures accompanied by lucid
captions, and superb printing and binding, embodies his deep love
and affection for this World Heritage site. He gives full expression
to the characteristics of photography as an artistic and recording
activity and combines ideological content, art, aesthetics and
knowledge in it. The readers can not only appreciate his artistic
photographic works, but can also have a general idea of the Diaolou
and Villages through the picture and text messages. It is a book of
artistic and cultural value and is worth permanent cherishing. I'd like
to extend my sincere congratulations to Mr. Li and | hope he will
work unremittingly to make greater contributions to the prosperity

and development of his homeland.

Shao Hua
November 1, 2007
Beijing

* Shao Hua

President of China Photographers' Association
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Preface

On June 28, 2007, the 31st Sessibn of the World Heritage
Committee officially added “Kaiping Diaolou and Villages” to the
World Heritage List. Thus they became China’s 35th and Guangdong’s
first world heritage site. As a returned overseas Chinese of Wuyi
origin, | greatly rejoiced and felt very proud.

The currently surviving 1883 Diaolou towers left from the over
3000 defensive village houses in their heyday are a witness of the
history of overseas Chinese. The forebears of overseas Chinese,
according to their own will and by absorbing and blending Chinese
and foreign cultural elements, built these distinctive fortified tower
houses of various forms and styles. The initiative taken by them in
assimilating advanced foreign culture reflected their confidence,
openness and inclusiveness. It is also a manifestation of the culture
of the overseas Chinese and the spirit of the Chinese nation.

The Diaolou towers scattered over the vast land of Kaiping
include residential towers, communal towers, and watch towers
made of stone, pit, brick or concrete, each of which has its own story.
Of them, the South Tower at Jiaoteng Village, Chikan Township was
named a Patriotism Educational Base by the All-China Federation
of Returned Overseas Chinese. There, in July 1945, seven heroic
warriors, by taking advantage of the fortification, resisted an invading
Japanese army for seven days and seven nights. After inflicting
heavy losses on the enemy, they all died heroically. In August 1937,
the CPC Kaiping Special Branch was declared founded at Zhongshan
Tower, Qingminli Village, Yijing Township, Tangkou District. During
the War against Japanese Aggression, Zhongshan Tower became
an important activity center for the local Party organization and the
headquarters for directing resistance activities. The Diaolou towers
witnessed the epic history of the Wuyi people.

Mr. Li Jiancheng is a Vice Chairman of Jiangmen Federation

of Overseas Chinese and President of Guangdong SeSe Photography

Group. | once visited his training academy at Taoyuan Township,
his native town, where | viewed with pleasure his numerous fascinating
photos of Kaiping Diaolou. He told me how in former times an old
returnee brought home a camera from abroad and taught his father
and some other young men in the village how to take pictures. Later,
his father opened a small photo studio named SeSe at Heshan. Mr.
Li, deeply influenced by his father, has developed a special fondness
for photography. After painstaking efforts he established the SeSe
Photography Group and has made great strides. His photographic
works on Kaiping Diaolou not only fully showed his superb
photographic skills, but also reflected his profound affection for his
homeland.

| hope Mr. Li's works on Kaiping Diaolou will arouse the yearning
of more admirers for Kaiping Diaolou and attract more people to
visit, explore and understand this land of Diaolou. | believe they will

also develop a profound affection for this land.

Tang Wensheng
November. 20, 2007

* Tang Wen Sheng
Consultant and Former Vice Chairman of

All-China Federation of Returned Overseas Chinese
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Author’s Preface

Kaiping Diaolou and Villages were inscribed onto the World Heritage
List on June 28th, 2007, and became China’s 35th and Guangdong'’s
first World Heritage site. Kaiping Diaolou and Villages are a modern
regional cultural landscape featuring Diaolou (fortified tower houses)
which can be traced back to over 400 years ago. In the 1920s and
'30s, the peak of the construction of Diaolou towers, there were over
4000 of them. The surviving 1883 towers are spread across the 1500
square kilometers of Kaiping. Diaolou towers were built primarily as
a defense to ward off bandits and robbers. They were designed also
to mitigate flood damage. These structures were built mostly by
overseas Chinese from Kaiping for their families. They witnessed the
vicissitudes of China’s most famous homeland of overseas Chinese
in the modern period. This area and its history embodied the cultural
content combining Chinese and western elements, introduced western
modern architectural civilization, and are a unique record and symbol
reflecting the transition of Kaiping from a traditional rural society to
a modern one.

Kaiping Diaolou represent various architectural styles and features.
They reflect the architectural elements of different religions and schools
in different pericds of the world history, from ancient Greece and Rome
to the Middle Ages’ Byzantine and Gothic styles, from the Renaissance
to the Bourgeoisie revolution period, from Christian to Islamic
architecture, and from Europe to the Indian subcontinent. These
structures constitute a long artistic corridor of architecture incorporating
traditional Chinese rural architectural art with western influences to
create a rich world cultural heritage.

As a native of Wuyi, a famous homeland of overseas Chinese,
| have a personal understanding of the challenges of the modern
period, especially the history of blood and tears, of pioneering and
of patriotism of the émigré Wuyi people. | also have a deep
understanding of and profound affection for the culture of Wuyi. As

a photographer, | have intense interest in and a fascination with the

history and symbolism of the Kaiping Diaolou and Villages. | sincerely
believe that the purpose of photography is to help people experience
truth and essence beyond the superficial appearance of things. So,
when | raise my camera to take photographs of the things that have
been taken by countless people, | wish not to repeat the record, but
to recreate it. | have covered the length and breadth of Kaiping, and
exerted myself to the utmost to interpret and manifest the cultural
content and aesthetic realm of Kaiping Diaolou and Villages from a
new perspective.

Through my photographic work on Kaiping Diaolou and Villages,
| have deeper insights and a better understanding of the Diaolou
culture and have developed a deeper affection for it. | am fascinated
and deeply moved by the forbearers of overseas Chinese for their
perseverance, relentless pursuit of perfection, patriotic fervor, and
profound sentiments for their homeland. Now | publish this collection
of photos to express my congratulations on Kaiping Diaolou and
Villages for having achieved World Heritage status. | hope my work
will arouse more people to learn about and understand the unique
Kaiping Diaolou and Villages, and promote the Diaolou culture around
the world.

Li Jiancheng
October 1, 2007

Jiangmen
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