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m The Cardinal Virtue of Prose

/ Arthur Clutton-Brock

Arthur Clutton-Broek (1868--—-1924)
REBXE, XZ#1FER. “The Cardinal Virtue of Prose”, it The
Oxford Book of English Prose, PABICIE ST X F I, H XK.

Prose of its very nature is longer than verse, and the virtues peculiar to
it manifest themselves gradually. If the cardinal virtue of poetry is love, the
cardinal virtue of prose is justice; and, whereas love makes you act and
speak on the spur of the moment, justice needs inquiry, patience, and a
control even of the noblest passions. By justice here | do not mean justice
only to particular peoplte or ideas, but a habit of justice in all the processes
of thought, a style tranquillized and a form moulded by that habit. The mas-
ter of prose is not cold, but he will not let any word or image inflame him
with a heat irrelevant to his purpose. Unhasting, unresting, he pursues i,
subduing all the riches of his mind to i, rejecting all beauties that are not
germane to it; making his own beauty out of the very accomplishment of it,
out of the whole work and its proportions, so that you must read to the end
before you know that it is beautiful. But he has his reward, for he is trusted
and convinces, as those who are at the mercy of their own eloguence do
not; and he gives a pleasure all the greater for being hardly noticed. In the
best prose, whether narrative or argument, we are so led on as we read, that
we do not stop to applaud the writer, nor do we stop to guestion him.
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=ZAIHEXA S, PR ZAUHES, BE— U UFEE. HBCCR B Prose i
%, VHYEHE M B The master of prose &4, YFiL#& BT In the best prose ...
we B NEXBIRE, I=MSMEESERREAERN EENZ AR
FEER, bRFEAXFRBENHIRARBT. 7T REHEHACFRIE
HRNEEFENES.

Foh, fEEN=AFERBE MR H5E R the cardinal virtue of
prose is justice, B justice, BIg“HL".“4 i R B BAE B REY
¥ 3 i justice needs inquiry, patience, and a control even of the noblest pas-
sions, B XM AL"M“SH” RERAE " “WLOAERNLER . &5,
{E#H it — BB BIX R —Fp IR —Fp SCXF —F 2 (a habit of justice in all
the processes of thought, a style tranquillized and a form moulded by that
habit), BT if justice, RIF B AL B P“HEL"N“SH "M IR, L X HE IR
BT 78 BB TR B SCRA s I R T E B B X e

15 R 330, X LR EH PAT A :

1. SHAEHEE XSGR, I love makes you act and speak...,
he pursues it ...; By justice here I do not mean ... but ...% .

2. ZHARFEXHB G, 110> R SR8 B K e A fSE, .
habit, style, form, beauty, reward; accomplishment %5 .

3. WEATIMR, EEMER T : (OMARE, W: of its very nature, out
of the whole work and its prbportions,By justice; (BB MERAMKAR
%915, W : and the virtues peculiar to it, with a heat irrelevant to his purpose,
a pleasure all the greater for being hardly noticed; (3) #2 KR & #£ A i 53 &£ 43id
51E, 10: a style tranquillized and a form moulded by that habit; (4) ¥E3R 5 i
BA7E 5 WKL 1% , 10: subduing all the riches, rejecting all beauties 2,

4. AWECEMER EEER T —LHTEERKGT, 0. If the
cardinal virtue of poetry is love, the cardinal virtue of prose is justice; ... we

do not stop to applaud the writer, nor do we stop to question him:



5. ARBEBEMRAE, EEEATEK . BEXRNX, BKE 5744,
BEMEE 1842 E, FEAEIS ML ZREINONESH, BEMR
e

Y2 e W LA TR] K2 A0 78 08« T V8 B 3 5 RR 7E T8 3\ _E A 47 3 9 A0 3
MBOCA B A AL E LA A R B f B IE B A RISAE, CERME,
RAEH, HFESERE R

ROC AR B & R

/ 8- RA-TSR

B . BHEARTS  EBXEEK MA, HEENRREZHRIA L X
B MREFREENRRRE EXREENARRGE A RE &K
HRE—NAEHmT). FR. CR UBERE BEWH O BELSHPER

RENME. XTARE BTREBERHNRAGCASRAIBVNEE mRE

ERENEIRTH—MEENIR. —Halt IBAERNTRA R
HUESIBRAERIER. BXKRAHF AR, Bt T FBLH SRS, B
X SO NREFATFARABEIRRR ML BNBE. LRRR KT ELE
WERE RHBRFEFENDLED BFAEEILXNE MAFHH
fEmzH AERNBEANMERS 2 BAMENXRE XtIEECHE . Bk,
ROFUEERIET. A RAETREN. TR hEFACHRE BALRE
MINGEE S AGR CRBPLEEEFEBNANSTBX—RE B
HERE-#N. MA #FBREE XRMELAZTRAEER. RNED BT
NEXH TRERFHERAEN. REBTAER—ERETE FAEE
TREFEERF BB TREEELRE.
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