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ONE HALF OF THE WORL-Q
LAUGHS AT THE OTHER,
AND FOOLS ARE THEY ALL.

Everything is good or everything is bad
according to who you ask. What one pursues another
persecutes. He is an insufferable ass who would
regulate  everything according to his ideas.
Excellences do not depend on a single person's
pleasure. So many people, so many tastes, all
different. There is no defect that is not affected by
some. We need not lose heart if something does not
please someone, for others will appreciate it; nor
need their applause turn our head, for there will surely
be others to condemn it. The real test of praise is the
approval of renowned people and of experts in the
field. You should aim to be independent of any one

opinion, of any one fashion, of any one century.
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BE RBLE TO STOMACH
BIE SLICES OF LLUCK.

in the body of wisdom not the least important
organ is a big stomach, for great capacity implies
great parts. Big bits of luck do not embarrass one who
can digest still bigger ones. What is a surfeit for one
may be hunger for another. Many are troubled as it
were with weak digestion, owing to their small
capacity being neither born nor trained for great
employment. Their actions turn sour, and the fumes
that arise from their undeserved honors turmn their
head and make them dizzy — a great risk in high
positions. They do not find their proper place, for luck
finds no proper place in them. A person of talent
therefore should show that he has more room for
even greater enterprises, and above all avoid showing
signs of a little heart.
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LET EACH KEEP WP
HIS OIGNITY.

Let each deed of a person in its degree, though
he be not a king, be worthy of a prince and let his
action be princely within due limits. Sublime in action,
lofty in thought, in all things like a king, at least in merit
if not in might. For true kingship lies in spotiess
rectitude, and he need not envy greatness who can
serve as a model of it. Especially should those near
the throne aim at true superiority, and prefer to share
the true qualities of royalty rather than take parts in its
mere ceremonies — yet without affecting its
imperfections but sharing in its true dignity.
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GET TO KNOW WHRAT IS
NEEDED IN
OIFFERENT OCCUPATIONS.

Different qualities are required. To know
which is needed taxes attention and cafls for
masterly discermment. Some demand courage,
others tact. Those that merely require rectitude are
the easiest, the more difficult are those requiring
cleverness. For the former all that is necessary is
character, for the latter all of one's attention and
zeal may not suffice. It is a troublesome business
to rule people, still more fools or blockheads —
twice as much sense is needed with those who
have none. It is intolerable when an office
engrosses someone with fixed hours and a settled
routine. Those are better that leave him free to
follow his own devices, combining variety with
importance, for the change refrashes the mind.
The most respected jobs are those that have least,
or most distant, dependence on others. The worst
are those that worry us both here and hereafter.
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DO NOT BE A BORE.

The person obsessed with one activity or
one topic is apt to be tiresome. Brevity is flattering
and gets more accomplished — it gains by
courtesy what it loses by curtness. Good things,
when short, are twice as good. The quintessence
of the matter is more effective than a big
mishmash of details. It is a well-known truth that
talkative person rarely is wise, whether in dealing
with things at hand or how they function. There
are people who serve more as stumbling blocks
than centerpieces, useless lumber in everyone's
way. The wise avoid being bores, especially to the
great — who are fully occupied; it is worse to
disturb one of them than all the rest. Well said is
soon said.
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Q0 NOT PARADRE
YOUR POSITION.

To boast about your position is more
offensive than personal vanity. To pose as an
important person is to be hated — you should
surely have had enough envy. The more you seek
esteem the less you obtain it, for it depends on the
opinion of others. You cannot take it, but must
earn and receive it from others. Great positions
require exercising a sufficient amount of authority
— without it they cannot be adequately filled.

" Preserve therefore enough dignity to carmry on the

duties of the office. Do not enforce respect, but try
to create it. Those who insist on the dignity of their
office, show Athey have not deserved it, and that it
is too much for them. If you wish to be valued, be
valued for your talents, not for anything obtained
by chance. Even kings prefer to be honored for
their personal qualifications rather than for their
station.
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SHOW NO
SELF~-S5ATISFALCTION.

You must neither be discontented with
yourself, which is weak spirited, nor self-satisfied,
which is folly. Self-satisfaction arises mostly from
ignorance, and it would be a happy ignorance not
without its advantages if it did not ruin reputation.
Because a person cannot achieve the superiative
perfections of others, he contents himself with any
mediocre talent of his own. Distrust is wise, and
even useful, either to evade mishaps or to afford
consolation when they come. For a misfortune
cannot surprise @ man who has already feared it.
Even Homer nods at times, and Alexander fell from
his lofty state due to his illusions. Things depend on
many circumstances — what constitutes triumph in
one set may cause a defeat in another. In the midst
of all, incorrigible folly remains the same with empty
self-satisfaction, blossoming, flowering, and running
all to seed.




