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ANOTHER “CHINEE” ANSWERING

My face is Sphinx— like ,



It puzzles you, you say,

You wish that my lips were articulate ,
You demand my answer .

But what if my words are riddles to you?
You who would not sit down

To empty a cup-oftea with me,

With slow , graceful , intermittent sips,
who would not set your thoughts afloat
On the reeling vapors

Of a brimming tea—cup, placid and clear—

You who are so busy and impatient

Will not discover my moaning .

Even my words might be riddles to you,
so I choose to be silent .

But you hailed to me,

I love your child— like voice ,
Innocent and half— bashful .

We shall be friends .

Still I choose to be silent before you .

In silence 1 shall bear you

The best of presents .

I shall bear you a jade tea—cup ,
Translucent and thin ,

Green as the dim light in a bamboo grove ;
I shall bear you an embroidered gown
Charged with strange , sumotous designs .
Harlequin in lizenges ,
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Bats and butterflies ,

Golden— bearded , saiﬁtly dragons

Braided into irridescent threads of dream ;

I shall bear you sprays .

Ot peach— blossoms , plum— blossorﬁs , pear— blossouse ;
I shall bear you silk— bound books

In square, grotesque characters .

Silently and with awe

I shall bear you the best of presents.
Through the companion with my presents
You will know me—

You will know cunning ,

vice ,

Or wisdom only .

But my words nights be riddles to you ,
So I choose to be silent .
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