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By Xiong Qinghua

Burma is a beautiful, mysterious Buddhist country.
Its forest coverage is well over 50 percent. There is no
industrial pollution. Its natural environment has been well
preserved. Wherever you go, you can breathe fresh air,
drink clear water under the blue sky. Burma has a popu—
lation of 50 million and its land area is slightly smaller
than that of Malaysia. Burma lies in such a location that
it links China with Southeast Asia and south Asia. It fas—
cinates the outside world with ancient towns, Buddhist
temples, teak, jade, ruby, sapphire---

Burma and China has always been such good neigh-
bors that the officials and civilians of both countries
frequently visit each other like relatives. Baoshan and
Burma share some common boundary. The peoples on
both sides of the border cherish profound friendship for
each other. Historians in China, Burma and India agree
that the ancient “South Silk Road” , starting from Sich—
uan, Dali and Baoshan in China and extending to Burma,
India, Europe and Africa, is the earliest international
trading road that connects the three countries. It had, at

least, been opened to traffic in the late 4th century. In
200 B.C., on his expedition to the western world, Zhang
Qian, the ambassador—at-large of the West Han Dynasty,
found in Balkh’ s markets cloth and bamboo walking
stick from Sichuan as well as cloth woven by Ailao people
in Baoshan. He deduced that there must have been a
nongovernmental trading road from the southwest part of
China to south Asia. Emperor Wudi of the West Han Dy—
nasty intended to turn the private trading into an official
one, but for various reasons, he did not achieve the goal.
Anyway, he at least learnt something about a rich place
called “Tengyue” (later renamed as “Tengchong” )
and another place called “Baoshan” about 500 kilome—
ters west of the State “Dian” . Wudi’s ambition had not
been realized until 69 A.D. when, with the establishment
of Yongchang County, the south silk road became an of-
ficial one. According to historical records, “Shan” (the
earliest country in Burma) sent its delegates in 97 and
120 A.D. to Yongchang County in order to establish and
develop relationship with the East Han Dynasty. Baoshan
was the first town in China to establish relationship with
Burma. Later countries in Burma such as Piao State and
Bagan respectively established relationship with Nazhao
State in China in Tang Dynasty and Dali State in Song
Dynasty while Toungoo Dynasty and Gongbang of Burma
did with the governments of Ming Dynasty and Qing Dy-
nasty of China. More than 5, 000 overseas Chinese names
were engraved on the first monument of merits and virtues
in Hawa Kwan—yin Temple in Burma, most of whom were

the predecessors of people in Baoshan. In the communi-



cation process of over 2,500 years, peoples of both coun—
tries have made great contributions to human civilization
across the border. In the struggles against colonialism,
especially during the Second World War, peoples of both
countries devoted their energy, blood and lives in an joint
effort of driving invaders out of their homelands. Since
the establishment of the People’s Republic of China,
especially after the reform—and—open—door Movement of
China, the officials and civilians of both countries have
maintained a constant, steady and intimate relationship
with each other in politics, economy and culture.

In recent years, in order to carry out the strategic
policy of Yunnan Provincial Communist Party Commit—
tee and Government to turn Yunnan into an international
channel to southeast Asian and south Asia, the municipal
government of Baoshan has decided to “take the lead”
by making full use of its regional advantages. Since
2003, with help from the provincial government, the lo—
cal government has been husy building the second class
bituminous macadam from Tengchong to Myitkyina in
Burma. They also has investigated the Myitkyina—Aizwal
{the northeast terminal of the complex transportation
network of railways, highways and airlines in India) part
of the China-India Highway built during World War II.
The survey showed that most parts of the 400 kilometer
highway has been well preserved and still in use today.
Once the highway from Kunming to Tengchong, Myitkyina
and Aizwal is open to traffic, it will be the most facile road
from China to countries in south Asia. At the moment, the

construction of Tengchong airport is already underway

while the construction projects of Dali-Baoshan-Ruili
railway and a second Guangtong~Dali railway are about to
begin. The China~India railway is already included in the
national development plan of China. These will certainly
lead to better understanding and further cooperation of
higher quality and of larger scale between Yunnan prov—
ince and Burma, especially between Baoshan and Burma.

Facing the globalization wave, the local government
of Baoshan tries its best to carry out six development
projects (iraffic and communication, international trade,
international tourism, international enterprises, cultural
exchange programs, and public services) in order to en—
courage official and civilian exchange and cooperation
between different peoples, cities and countries along the
international passage in south Asia.

The present Script on Burma is a collection of the
first hand information and personal understandings of
the writers and photographers from several expeditions to
Burma. The book is written in simple yet touching tone,
and illustrated with beautiful pictures. It represents the
fascinating natural landscapes as well as the age-old
splendid cultural scenes of Burma. It is not only an excel—-
lent tourist guide but also a work of aesthetic value. It is
not only helpful for us to expand tourist markets abroad
but also beneficial to further development of cultural ex—
change and cooperation between China and Burma.

The passage above is written as the preface for the
book.

Longyang, Baoshan, Feb., 2007
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