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A Tale of Twin Towers

The Past and Present of a Modern Building
Synopsis

This book is a research report on urban culture, to which five years have been
devoted.

It delves into the history, ethos and cultural characteristics of Zhengzhou City,
and can also be considered an attempt of architectural critique offered by the
author.

Oral history studies were employed in the collection of data. The past and
present of Ergi Towers — a building and public artistic product — is explored
from multiple angles through the analysis of what role administrative power,
social trends, architects, construction teams, average citizens, and specialists
played and how they exerted their influence. Also introduced is the process of this
cultural symbol’s origination, design, evolution, public perception, popular sanction,
and subsequent development and utilization.

This work endeavors to answer questions of “what” and “why" relating to Erqi
Towers. With different perspectives, it examines a modern building’s relationship
to its larger urban environment, its historical influence, and its value as a cultural
facility.
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